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Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2016
PRELUDE

9:30 am
Comfort, Comfort These My People
Once He Came om Blessing
Hark, The Glad Sound!

Michael Burkhardt
David Cherwien

Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude, as others may be in prayer and
meditation. Thank you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Awake, Oh, Heart

WELCOME

Michael Burkhardt
Pastor Lyn Crase

OPENING HYMN

Hark, The Glad Sound!

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Congregation sings after the reading)
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
C Amen
P Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P God of all time,
C we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
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ELW #239

Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory.
C Amen
P Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
C Amen

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray together….
C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 11:1-10
In today’s reading the prophet describes the ideal ruler who will come in the future as a green shoot
springing from a dead stump (David’s royal line) of Jesse (David’s father). Gifted by the Spirit, this messiah
will seek justice for the poor, and the reign of this monarch will be experienced as paradise regained.
1

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
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10

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19

1

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king’s son;

2

that he may rule your | people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
3
that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
and the | hills, in righteousness.

4

Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. Refrain (Choir)

5

May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation | to another.

6

Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.

7

In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.

18

Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel;
you alone do | wondrous deeds!

ALL:

19

And blessed be your glorious | name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. Refrain

SECOND READING: ROMANS 15:4-13
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has
welcomed them into God’s family.
4

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
7

accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of
God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name”;
10
and again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
11
and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12
and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
8

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

P The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 3
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways
and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.
1

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”
4
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him,
and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.
11
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
12
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
From Heaven Above
v. 4 - 7
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APOSTLE’S CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout
the world, praying for all who are in need.
Response: … Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

TITHES & OFFERINGS
The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness.

OFFERTORY

Savior of the Nations, Come
Choir

Bridges & Poston

OFFERING PRAYER
A Savior of the nations, come.
Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love,
that our faith shine ever new
and our lives reveal your light.

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please return to your seats at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the Peace.
10

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you.
Share in the feast of salvation.
We offer continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

ELW #256
ELW #254
ELW #241

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A God for whom we wait,
you come to us
in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always
to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people in the world,
announcing your coming among us
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen
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SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS
Home Communion Minister(s) come(s) forward.
P Let us pray,
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless
those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers
who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
P May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you
and scatter the darkness from before your path.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway

ELW #264

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Prepare the Royal Highway

Paul Manz

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................ Suzanne Wilke
Acolyte.............................................................................................................. Emma Hoover
Ministers of the Word ........................................................................ David Holtz, Lois Owen
Cantor ................................................................................................................... David Holtz
Communion Assistant(s)....................................................................................... Dave Henke
Usher/Greeter .................................................................................................... Owen Family
Altar Care.................................................................................................. Van Diepen/Kroeze
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

The flowers on the altar today are given, to the glory of God, by
Jack & Pat Smith and also by Tom & Jeanne Hardin.

Choir Rehearsal after the service at about 11:00.
Advent Soup Suppers Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you’d like to bring a
soup! Everyone is welcome.
On-Going Adult Education Sunday evenings twice a month from 5:30—7:00 pm (meets in
Katie’s room). We will be on break until January 8 at which time we will begin study of the
book “Together By Grace” a conversation about what it means to be Lutheran today.
Biblical Art Journaling is on break until January 15.
Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your
lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study on Martin Luther. Regularly meets in Katie’s Room from
9:30-11:00 am. First Thursdays only, meets at Casa de Modesto with our members who are
residents there. Everyone is welcome! There will be no meetings on December 22 & 29.
2nd Sunday of each month Healing Prayer during communion.
If you are bringing treats on Sunday, Please check the treat calendar for upcoming
openings.

Save the Dates! Wired Word Potlucks—Friday, December 9 at the home of Marsha
Waggoner or Saturday, December 10 at Jim and Paula Barton’s beginning at 6:15 pm.
Choose either date and join in the discussion of current topics from the news and reflect
on Bible passages that relate to those topics. Please be sure to add you name to one of the
sign up sheets in the Narthex. See you there!
Please join us on Sunday, December 18 for Emanuel's annual Caroling Party! Carolers will
gather at the church at 6:00 pm, then stroll through the streets serenading our neighbors
with songs of the season. (Don’t forget to bring a flashlight!) We’ll enjoy hot chocolate and
cookies (please bring some to share) when we return to the church.
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Call for young Christmas singers:
Emanuel would like to have children sing two songs during the 5:30 Christmas eve
service. Those songs will be familiar Christmas songs. To be comfortable with singing
them we will practice for 10-15 minutes each Sunday of advent immediately following
the regular worship service. To do this well, it would be most desirable to have a very
large group of young singers. Please let David Holtz know that you will have your
children, or grandchildren, or neighbor children or … participate on Christmas eve
(regardless of their ability to attend the short rehearsals).
Emanuel’s “Story Corps”
In 2003 Story Corps (storycorps.org) was launched in NYC and quickly spread across the
country in an effort to build an oral portrait of America and Americans. Audio recordings
are stored in the Library of Congress for anyone to use. Their stated objective is, “… to
remind one another of our shared humanity, to strengthen and build the connections
between people, to teach the value of listening, and to weave into the fabric of our culture
the understanding that everyone’s story matters. At the same time, we are creating an
invaluable archive for future generations.”
With the support of our own Social Media Ministry Team, Emanuel is developing a
compilation of members’ 10-minute oral reflection on their faith journey through life,
including what it means to you to be Lutheran. Recordings will be stored and accessible on
the ELC website (emanuellutheran.org). We would like every member to be a part of this
valuable collection. These conversations could take place at Emanuel, or in your or my
home, or in a coffee shop – your choice. You may be asked in the near future to participate
or you may sign up in the Narthex.
Yuletide Feast Choral Concert at Modesto Junior College The MJC Department of Music
presents “A Yuletide Feast: Dickens to Rock” choral concert on Friday, December 9 at 7 pm
in the Auditorium of the Performing and Media Arts Center on the East Campus, 435
College Avenue. Tickets are $6 general admission and $3 for students, seniors and
children. Campus parking is FREE. For more information call (209) 575-6776, TuesdayFriday, 12-5 pm.

16

Emanuel Lutheran Church
324 College Avenue, Modesto
(209) 523-4531
From Heaven Above
Sundays:
December 11 and 18
World Hunger
Wednesdays: December 7, 14 and 21

~Soup/Craft at 6:00 pm
~Service at 7:00 pm
Neighborhood Caroling: December 18 at 6:00 pm
Holiday Services:
Christmas Eve - Family Service at 5:30
Candlelight & Communion at 9:00 pm
Christmas Day - Celebrate the Lord’s birth 9:30 am
New Year’s Day:

Service of Lessons & Carols at 9:30 am

Emanuel – God With Us
God’s People in Community

17

18

19

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MON
5

TUE
6

WED
7

THUR
8

7:00 am
Men’s Bible
Study @
Mimi’s
12:00 pm
Lectionary
Study
6:30 pm
Girl Scout
Leader Mtg.

FRI
9

9:30 am
Adult Bible
Study

SAT
10

SUN
11
9:30 am
Worship
Service

OFFICE
CLOSED

10:00 am
Weekly Staff
Mtg.
6:00 pm
Advent
Soup
Supper
——————
7:00 pm
Advent
Worship &
Holden
Prayer

7:00 pm
Leah
Circle
Location
TBD

6:15 pm
Wired Word
Potluck @
M.
Waggoner’s

6:15 pm
Wired Word
Potluck @
Barton’s

5:30 pm
Adult
Study—
Abrahamic
Traditions

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date

Dec 11
Advent 3

Dec 18
Advent 4

Dec 24
Christmas
Eve

Assisting
Minister

Ministers of
the Word

Communion
Assist

Acolyte

Paula
Barton

B Reinheimer
B Rokaitis

Rokaitis/
Schmidt

Garry
Hayes

M Dieterich
M Rowland

Marilyn
Rowland

Cantor

Usher
Greeter

Altar
Care

Kailyn
Knoll

Smith/Knoll

Van
Diepen/
Kroeze

Chris
Schmidt

Reuter/
Dieterich

Van
Diepen/
Kroeze

TBD

WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS
December 11
Advent 3

December 18
Advent 4

December 24
Christmas Eve

Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
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New Prayer Requests: Update regarding Jill Klenz—due to a serious infection, she is back in
Memorial Hospital. Sean Pascoe (Marsha Waggoner’s grandson) - healing
Sympathy is expressed to the family of member, Kay Altmas who passed away
on November 29. Please keep them in your prayers.
Our Members: Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron Daubenspeck;
Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine, Larry Decker (Dieterich)
Our Homebound Members: Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts
Our Family: Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan (Scott); Suzanne
Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Cindy Johnson (Salonen); Helen Opitz
(Smith); Robert Schlipman; Sherry Orsetti; Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda Luis-Thompson
(Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Joyce & Manuel (Scott); Gay McCready (McCready);
Richard Epting (Epting); Sue and George Reinheimer; Ali Moraitis (Watkins); Gregory & Alley
(Scott); Donald Murray (Murray); Christine Williams (Dieterich); Alexander Smith (Pino);
Adeline Otterness (Hoaglund); Dan Porter (Ixcot)
Our Friends: Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne (Nelson);
Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado (Knoll);
Dawn Wagner; Mark Davis (Ixcot); Leila Afshin (Skustad); Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary
Martin (Martin); Cheryle Pickel (Crawford); Sydney (Silva); Jerry Larson (Clarke); David and
Jeffrey Hudson (Reinheimer); Stephen Washer (Norquist)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces.
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-inlaw); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait through June of 2016; Ryan
Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend of
Susan Hall), US Army in Iraq.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout
the world, praying for all who are in need.
For the church throughout the world, for all inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, and for all who
proclaim the wondrous deeds of God; that all divisions and disagreements cease, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the earth and its creatures, for animals of every size, for plants that provide shade and
nourishment; that we see God’s goodness revealed in every living thing, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the nations and those in authority, for police officers and firefighters, for social workers
and attorneys; that God grant them wisdom to work for peace and justice, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the poor, the meek, the unwelcomed, those suffering from malaria and HIV/AIDS, the sick
and the bereaved; that they experience Christ embodied in healthcare workers and
caregivers, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those traveling and those absent from this gathering, for those serving in the military, for
those preparing for baptism, and for our congregation; that in all we do we praise and glorify
God, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
God of hope, today we pray for the pastors & churches of our newly named conference, Sierra
Central Valley. This morning we lift up Pastor Mark Price and St. Paul Lutheran Church in Lodi.
Sustain Pastor Price and enliven the leadership of St. Paul Lutheran Church; energize them for
ministry in their community, and enable bold witness for the sake of the Gospel. Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who have died in Christ; that they show us the way of
hope through the incarnate Word, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to
you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior.
Amen
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ENTRANCE
HYMN
#239
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SERMON
HYMN #268
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SENDING HYMN #264
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