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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 18, 2016
PRELUDE

9:30 am
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Kommet, ihr Hirten

Garth Edmundson
Kenneth Mansfield

Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude, as others may be in prayer and
meditation. Thank you.

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
Savior of the Nations, Come

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Congregation sings after the reading)
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.
Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway
for the King of glory.
Light four candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings.
Let your lights be shining!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who comes to wake us from sleep,
who leads us into the light of grace.
C Amen
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P Let us prepare the way of the Lord
by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P God of all time,
C we confess that we have not prepared
for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need
and fail in the labor of justice and peace.
In your mercy forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your light
and to seek the things that will endure
until Christ comes again in glory.
C Amen
P Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven
and all things are made new.
Rejoice in this good news!
C Amen

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray together….
C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 7:10-16
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response,
Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking refuge in Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz
that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign of Immanuel that is the only
source of true safety: God is with us!
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The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13Then
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and
honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you
are in dread will be deserted.”
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19
1

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

2

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and | come to help us.

3

Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

4

O Lord God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?

5

You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6

You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7

Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
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17

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.

18

And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.

19

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 1:1-7
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an
apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ,
and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman
audience.
1

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of
God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ
our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who
are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
7
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

P The Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 1
C Glory to you, O Lord.

7

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-25
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into
the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this
took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until
she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
From Heaven Above
v. v. 1, 12-14

ELW #268

APOSTLE’S CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout
the world, praying for all who are in need.
Response: … Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

TITHES & OFFERINGS
The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness.

OFFERTORY

What Shall We Sing for the Child
Piano Duet

Howard Helvey

OFFERING PRAYER
A Savior of the nations, come.
Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love,
that our faith shine ever new
and our lives reveal your light.

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please return to your seats at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the Peace.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
9

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you.
Share in the feast of salvation.
We offer continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
That Boy-Child of Mary
He Comes to Us As One Unknown

ELW #295
ELW #293
ELW #737

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A God for whom we wait,
you come to us
in the broken bread and the cup we share.
Make us ready always
to welcome Christ into our hearts,
and send us forth to be your people in the world,
announcing your coming among us
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS
Home Communion Minister(s) come(s) forward.
P Let us pray,
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless
those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers
who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
P May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you
and scatter the darkness from before your path.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen

BIRTHDAY BLESSING
P Let us pray:
C God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially
the gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who
recall this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love,
family and friends.
Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may
enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing
for each one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
ALL: v. 1, 3, 5, 7, 8; Women: v. 2; Men: v. 4; Organ: v. 6
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Heaven Above

Garth Edmundson

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase
Assisting Minister ................................................................................................ Garry Hayes
Acolyte............................................................................................................... Chris Schmidt
Ministers of the Word .................................................. Mary Lou Dieterich, Marilyn Rowland
Communion Assistant(s)............................................................................... Marilyn Rowland
Usher/Greeter .............................................................................................. Reuter/Dieterich
Altar Care.................................................................................................. Van Diepen/Kroeze
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

Flowers on the altar are given by the Holtz family in celebration of
wonderful Christmas memories past and for those yet to come.
Roses on the altar are in honor of twin daughters. Adeline Marie
and Evelyn Ann, born December 5 to Kirk and Kayla Schneider.
Grandparents are Keith and Carol Schneider.

Please join us on this evening for Emanuel's annual Caroling Party! Carolers will
gather at the church at 6:00 pm, then stroll through the streets serenading our neighbors with
songs of the season. (Don’t forget to bring a flashlight!) We’ll enjoy hot chocolate and cookies
(please bring some to share) when we return to the church.
If you are in need of offering envelopes please Contact Maria in the church office.

Sam Gierhan is raising money for his Eagle Scout project which will be a project for Emanuel
and is estimated to be about $600. For more information, please see Sam or Pr. Lyn.
Choir Rehearsal after the service at about 11:00.
Advent Soup Suppers Come for supper at 6:00 & Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm.
Adult Education is on break until January 8.
Biblical Art Journaling is on break until January 15.
Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study is on break until January 12.
2nd Sunday of each month Healing Prayer during communion.
Special Interfaith Ministries collection on Christmas day.
If you are bringing treats on Sunday, Please check the treat calendar for upcoming
openings.
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Call for young Christmas singers:
Emanuel would like to have children sing two songs during the 5:30 Christmas eve
service. Those songs will be familiar Christmas songs. To be comfortable with singing
them we will practice for 10-15 minutes each Sunday of advent immediately following
the regular worship service. To do this well, it would be most desirable to have a very
large group of young singers. Please let David Holtz know that you will have your
children, or grandchildren, or neighbor children or … participate on Christmas eve
(regardless of their ability to attend the short rehearsals).

Emanuel’s “Story Corps”
In 2003 Story Corps (storycorps.org) was launched in NYC and quickly spread across the
country in an effort to build an oral portrait of America and Americans. Audio recordings
are stored in the Library of Congress for anyone to use. Their stated objective is, “… to
remind one another of our shared humanity, to strengthen and build the connections
between people, to teach the value of listening, and to weave into the fabric of our culture
the understanding that everyone’s story matters. At the same time, we are creating an
invaluable archive for future generations.”
With the support of our own Social Media Ministry Team, Emanuel is developing a
compilation of members’ 10-minute oral reflection on their faith journey through life,
including what it means to you to be Lutheran. Recordings will be stored and accessible on
the ELC website (emanuellutheran.org). We would like every member to be a part of this
valuable collection. These conversations could take place at Emanuel, or in your or my
home, or in a coffee shop – your choice. You may be asked in the near future to participate
or you may sign up in the Narthex.

Gently used or new knit stocking hats will be
collected until December 29 for Focus on
Prevention’s Faith Sector group, a county-wide
initiative working on homelessness and other
community issues.
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Emanuel Lutheran Church
324 College Avenue, Modesto
(209) 523-4531
From Heaven Above
Sunday:
December 18
World Hunger
Wednesdays: December 21

~Soup/Craft at 6:00 pm
~Service at 7:00 pm
Neighborhood Caroling: December 18 at 6:00 pm
Holiday Services:
Christmas Eve - Family Service at 5:30
Candlelight & Communion at 9:00 pm
Christmas Day - Celebrate the Lord’s birth 9:30 am
New Year’s Day:

Service of Lessons & Carols at 9:30 am

Emanuel – God With Us
God’s People in Community

16

17

18

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MON
19

TUE
20

WED
21
7:00 am
Men’s Bible
Study @
Mimi’s

12:00 pm
Lectionary
Study

THUR
22

FRI
23

9:30 am
NO Adult
Bible Study

OFFICE
CLOSED

SAT
24

SUN
25
9:30 am
Worship
Service

10:00 am
Staff Mtg.

INTERFAITH
SUNDAY

6:00 pm
Advent
Soup
Supper

5:30 pm
Family
Worship
Svc.

——————
7:00 pm
Advent
Worship &
Holden
Prayer

——————
9:00 pm
Candle
Light Svc.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date

Dec 24

Assisting
Minister

Ministers of
the Word

Cantor

Communion
Assist

Acolyte

Kathleen
Reuter

Paula
Kroeze
Lois
Owen

Christmas
Eve

TBD

Dec 25

Mike
Epting

K Reuter
P Kroeze

David
Holtz

S McCready
L Owen

Christmas
Day

Jan 1
Christmas 1

Usher
Greeter

Altar
Care

Alora
Skustad

Clarke/Hall

Lois
Silva

Fanney
B.

Owen
Family

WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS
December 24
Christmas Eve

December 25
Christmas Day II

January 1
Christmas 1

Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20

Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm 148
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23
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New Prayer Requests: Ken (friend of Dick & Pat Norquist) - health; Tiffany Stone—healing
(Hardin)
Our Members: Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron
Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine, Larry
Decker
Our Homebound Members: Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts
Our Family: Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan (Scott); Suzanne
Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Cindy Johnson (Salonen); Helen Opitz
(Smith); Robert Schlipman; Sherry Orsetti; Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda Luis-Thompson
(Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Joyce & Manuel (Scott); Richard Epting (Epting); Sue and
George Reinheimer; Ali Moraitis (Watkins); Gregory & Alley (Scott); Donald Murray
(Murray); Christine Williams (Dieterich); Alexander Smith (Pino); Adeline Otterness
(Hoaglund); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Sean Pascoe (Waggoner); Adriana Johnson (Marquez)
Our Friends: Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne
(Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado
(Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Leila Afshin (Skustad); Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary Martin
(Martin); Cheryle Pickel (Crawford); Jerry Larson (Clarke); David and Jeffrey Hudson
(Reinheimer); Stephen Washer (Norquist); Roxie Parker (Wilke)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces.
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-inlaw); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait through June of 2016;
Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend
of Susan Hall), US Army in Iraq.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout
the world, praying for all who are in need.
For the church universal and all servants of the gospel, for poets and artists, for musicians and
preachers, and for theologians and teachers; that all proclaim that God is with us in Christ, let
us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all plants and animals, seas and skies, snow and rain, and all of God’s marvels; that all of
creation grow and thrive as we bless, protect, and use with care what God has made, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations and those in authority, for peace and justice throughout the whole world, and
for those who advocate on behalf of others; that all in positions of leadership choose what is
good for the community, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the thirsty and hungry, the weak and fearful, those in childbirth, those who mourn, and
the sick; that they know Christ the Anointed One who dries up every tear and comforts those
who suffer, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those who travel near and far, for those who prepare our congregation for worship and
celebration, and for those who gather around word and sacrament; that all experience
welcome and refreshment, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
God of hope, today we pray for the pastors & churches of our newly named conference, Sierra
Central Valley. This morning we lift up Pastor Patricia Vargas and Our Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Livingston. Sustain Pastor Vargas and the leadership of Our Savior Lutheran Church;
energize them for ministry in their community, and enable bold witness for the sake of the
Gospel. Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the saints who have died and are now at rest; that the witness of their
faith point us to the promises of grace and resurrection in Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to
you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior.
Amen
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ENTRANCE HYMN #263
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SERMON
HYMN #268

•
•
•
•

23

SENDING HYMN #257

24

