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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.
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Have you ever wondered what Martin I
Who cli mbed the stairs first?

For answers to these and other quest
Service on Sunday, February 5. Yo u

0 i
7 Family Promise’
(A\’ of Greater Modesto
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14



ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
The Reformation Spreads

in Europe

Martin Luther is, deservedly, receiving most of the attention as we mark
the beginning of the Reformation in Saxony. But with remarkable speed,
those teachings spread to other countries in Europe. How did that occur?
Largely through the work of some courageous leaders. Let’s look at how the
Reformation came to a few countries whose descendants have helped shape
the ELCA.

In Sweden, two brothers, Olavus and Laurentius
Petri, spearheaded the Reformation. Both had
studied theology with Luther in Wittenberg. They
returned to Sweden around the same time King
Gustav I Vasa was creating an independent na-
tion. He made Olavus pastor of the city church
in Stockholm, where he translated the New Tes-

tament into Swedish, created a catechism, pub- 5’}”“["”"_’/“’1’4" and
aurentius Petri

lished an order of worship, and provided a Swed-
ish hymnal. Meanwhile his younger brother, Laurentius, was made the first
Lutheran archbishop of Sweden; he and Olavus jointly produced a complete
Bible in Swedish.

In Denmark, too, the Reformation came early. As in Sweden, it was led by
a young man who had studied under Luther in Wittenberg—Hans Tausen.
The ruler at the time, Frederick I, was formally opposed to Reformation
ideas, but he protected Tausen and tolerated Lutheran writings. The next
king, Christian III, stripped the Roman Catholic Church of its wealth, and
Luther’s pastor, Johannes Bugenhagen, made a journey from Wittenberg to
crown the king and help organize the Danish church.

REFORMATION 500
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