Epiphany of Our Lord
January 8, 2017

Emanuel Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350

(209) 523-4531  www.emanuellutheran.org

Staff
Presiding Minister
Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase
Organist & Choir Director
Barbara Vukich
Secretary
Paula Braxton
Day Care Director
Laura Marquez
Bookkeeper
Maria Ojeda

Council Officers
President
Jim Barton
Vice President
Bob Dailey
Treasurer
Bob Reuter
Secretary
Susan Hall

Welcome to Emanuel
Communion Service 9:30 a.m. ................................. Page 3
Announcements and Prayer Concerns ................... Page 15

Welcome Guests and Visitors!
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Epiphany of Our Lord
January 8, 2017

9:30 am

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Variations on ’In Dulci Jubilo’

James Engel

ENTRANCE HYMN

As with Gladness Men of Old

ELW #302

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the Holy One of Israel,
the Word made flesh,
the Power of the Most High,
☩ one God, now and forever.
C Amen
P Gathered in the name of Jesus,
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Gracious God,
C in Christ Jesus you come among us
as light shining in darkness.
We confess our failure to welcome this light.
Forgive us and renew our hope,
so that we may live in the light of your grace,
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen
P I bring you good news of great joy for all the people:
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.
Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name.
C Amen

GREETING
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
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KYRIE
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L Let us pray together….
C O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her, because the light of God’s presence is in
her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to
Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.
1

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14

1

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king’s son;

2

that he may rule your | people righteously
and the | poor with justice;

3

that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
and the | hills, in righteousness.

4

Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.

5

May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation | to another.

6

Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.

7

In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.

10

May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts.

11

May all kings bow | down before him,
and all the nations | do him service.

12

For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress,
the oppressed, and those who | have no helper.

13

He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor,
and preserves the lives | of the needy.
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From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives,
and precious is their blood | in his sight.

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 3:1-12
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul
and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.
1

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
3
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,
7

4

a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;
10
so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew Chapter 2.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
8

6

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

Pastor Lyn Crase
ELW #308

ALL: v. 1, 3, 5, 6; Women: v. 2; Men: v. 4

NICENE CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
9

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.
Response: … Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

TITHES & OFFERINGS

The First Noel
The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness.

OFFERING PRAYER
L God with us:
You came as a baby to a manger.
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds.
You come again in bread and wine.
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things.
And then, through these gifts,
help us to bless the lives of others
in the strength of your holy name.
C Amen
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David Lasky

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
L The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let every heart receive your Savior.
We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.

HEALING PRAYER
Healing prayer and anointing are available during communion at the side kneeler.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

The First Noel
What Child Is This
Come, Beloved of the Maker

ELW #300
ELW #296
ELW #306

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A On this day, O God, you gave us
Christ the Son to save us.
As you sent the one foretold,
send us now with good news for all people.
Let the gladness of this feast have no end
as we share with others the joy that fills us;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS
Home Communion Minister(s) come(s) forward.

P Let us pray,
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C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless
those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and
brothers who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
P May Christ, who by his incarnation
has filled us with grace and truth,
give you peace this Christmas and always.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son , and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Angels from the Realms of Glory

ELW #275

DISMISSAL
A
C
A
A

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Toccata on ‘How Brightly Shines’

Garth Edmundson

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................ Suzanne Wilke
Acolyte.................................................................................................................. Kailyn Knoll
Ministers of the Word ....................................................... Dianne Santana, Yvonne Troedson
Cantor ................................................................................................................. Paula Barton
Communion Assistants ...................................................... Dianne Santana, Yvonne Troedson
Usher/Greeter ...................................................................................................... Smith/Knoll
Altar Care.................................................................................................. Debbie Van Diepen
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

The flowers on the altar today are given by Mike & Rose Epting in
celebration of their son Richard’s birthday.
Flowers are also given to the glory of God by Debbie Van Diepen.

If you are in need of offering envelopes please Contact Maria in the church office.
Sam Gierhan Sam Gierhan is raising money for an eagle scout project here at the church.
The cost will be around $600 or more. If you would like to donate, please give the donation
to the church and have it designated for the eagle scout project. The project will consist of
removing the overgrown plants and bushes from behind the Daycare Center and replacing
them with bark and amaryllis plants. Also, a large bush in the front of the church that is
blocking a spotlight on the Emanuel Lutheran sign on the front of the building will be removed. Thank you and your help is much appreciated. For more information, please see Sam
or Pr. Lyn.
Choir Rehearsal will resume in February.
Adult Education resumes TODAY at 5:30 pm. The book to be used is Together by Grace: Introducing the Lutherans by Kathryn A. Kleinhans. Please read the first section “The Faith We
Confess” pages 9-46 in preparation for this class. If you do not have a book & plan to participate in the class, you may pick one up in the office.
Biblical Art Journaling is on break until January 15.
Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study is on break until January 12.
2nd Sunday of each month Healing Prayer during communion.
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Have you ever wondered why people bought indulgences?
What was the seminary like?
For answers to these and other questions, make sure to attend the 9:30 Worship
Service on Sunday, February 5. You will want to be there!

Family Promise offers New Year’s Resolution Help
There a high probability that many of us have placed “service
to others” on our list of new year’s resolutions. If that’s you,
Family Promise can help. Guests return to Emanuel January
22-28. Sign up to help on the chart in the Narthex and get
off on the right foot for 2017.

FREE
Red Plaid Sofa Bed
ASAP
Contact: Chris Schmidt
209-576-7363
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
MON
9

TUE
10

WED
11

THUR
12

7:00 am
Men’s Bible
Study @
Mimi’s

9:30 am
NO Adult
Bible Study

FRI
13

SAT
14

OFFICE
CLOSED

9:00 am
Girl Scout
Cookie
Rally—
Luther Hall

10:00 am
SRS Planning
Mtg. Luther
Hall—Tom
Miller

2:00 pm
Elaine Urch
Memorial
Service

12:00 pm
Lectionary
Study

7:00 pm
Women’s
Bible Study
@ M
Waggoner’s

10:00 am
Staff Mtg.

9:30 am
Worship
Service
Birthday
Blessings

3:00 pm
Bible Art
Journaling

11:30 am
Interfaith
Group Mtg.—
Katie’s Rm.

7:00 pm
Ministry
Mtg.

SUN
15

7:00 pm
Leah
Circle—
Location
TBD

5:30 pm
Youth
Group

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date

Jan 15
Epiphany 2

Assisting
Minister

Ministers of
the Word

Kathleen
Reuter

B Rokaitis
S Hall

Cantor

Communion
Assist

Acolyte

Usher
Greeter

Altar
Care

Beth
Rokaitis

Emma
Hoover

Reuter/
Dieterich

Lois
Silva

Jan 22
Epiphany 3

Jan 29
Epiphany 4

WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS
January 15
Epiphany 2

January 22
Epiphany 3

January 29
Epiphany 4

Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
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New Prayer Requests: Justin Egesdal—health (Nelson); Natalie O’Meany—health concerns
(Knoll)
Sympathy is expressed to the family of member Joyce Riddick who passed away on
December 31. Please keep them in your prayers. A memorial service will take place
at the National Cemetery in Santa Nella.

Our Members: Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron
Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine, Larry
Decker; Elizabeth Estrada; Dianne Santana
Our Homebound Members: Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts
Our Family: Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan, Joyce & Manuel
(Scott); Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Cindy Johnson
(Salonen); Helen Opitz (Smith); Robert Schlipman; Sherry Orsetti; Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva);
Linda Luis-Thompson (Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard Epting (Epting); Sue and
George Reinheimer; Gregory & Alley (Scott); Donald Murray (Murray); Christine Williams
(Dieterich); Alexander Smith (Pino); Adeline Otterness (Hoaglund); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Sean
Pascoe (Waggoner); Adriana Johnson (Marquez); Tiffany Stone; Stephanie Dishneau
(Troedson); Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin, brothers and sisters (Juarez)
Our Friends: Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne
(Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja, Cheryle Pickel (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich);
John Pienado (Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Leila Afshin (Skustad); Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary
Martin (Martin); Jerry Larson (Clarke); David and Jeffrey Hudson (Reinheimer); Ken, Stephen
Washer (Norquist); Roxie Parker (Wilke); Marsha Blomquist, Tim Purvis (Waggoner); Our
little guest from Family Promise (Tamra Losinski); Ian Hagler (Schmidt)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces.
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-inlaw); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait through June of 2016;
Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend
of Susan Hall), US Army in Iraq.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.
Gracious God, you reveal yourself to the world in your Son, Jesus. Grant your church
throughout the world wise servants of the gospel who proclaim this good news in many ways.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You reveal your goodness through all you have created. Let the beauty of all living things
make us yearn to protect the earth and all for whom it contains life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You reveal your reign of peace through leaders of government at all levels. Guide all in
positions of authority to make and uphold laws that are fair for all people. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You reveal your compassion through medical professionals and advocates. Comfort the
distressed, tend the grieving, liberate the oppressed, and heal the sick. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You reveal yourself through those who are precious in your sight. Strengthen us by your
presence in the body of Christ gathered here and in those who are absent from our
community, so that all rejoice at the coming of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You reveal yourself through generations of faithful people who are now at rest in you.
Through their example, lead us to proclaim the gospel with boldness and confidence. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took on our nature
and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
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ENTRANCE HYMN #302
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SERMON HYMN #308

All: Verses 1, 3, 5, 6
Women: v. 2
Men: v. 4
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SENDING HYMN #275
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