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Sixth Sunday After Epiphany
February 12, 2017
PRELUDE

9:30 am
Prelude and Fugue in A Major

Dietrich Buxtehude

WELCOME
ENTRANCE HYMN

O, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who stretches out the heavens,
who sends light to the nations,
who gives breath to us all.
C Amen
P Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Loving God,
C we confess that we have turned from your way
to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times
we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all;
we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know;
we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start,
so that we can live again as your children. Amen
P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.
Even when we have messed up, God puts us together.
God’s love never runs out.
God never tires of calling us beloved children.
Hear God say to you now:
Your sins are forgiven,
for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen
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ELW #772

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Light Dawns in a Weary World

ELW #726

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray together….
C O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish
nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and
give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20
The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the faithful; loss of
the land will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving and holding fast to the Lord.
Life in God’s presence presupposes the promise made to the ancestors.

Moses said to the people: 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to
you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have
set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore
to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PSALM 119:1-8

1

Happy are they whose | way is blameless,
who follow the teaching | of the Lord!

2

Happy are they who observe | your decrees
and seek you with | all their hearts,

3

who never do | any wrong,
but always walk | in your ways.
5

4

You laid down | your commandments,
that we should | fully keep them.

5

Oh, that my ways were made | so direct
that I might | keep your statutes!

6

Then I should not be | put to shame,
when I regard all | your commandments.

7

I will thank you with | a true heart,
when I have learned your | righteous judgments.

8

I will | keep your statutes;
do not utter- | ly forsake me.

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-9
Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry. Rather they are fellow workers who
belong to God, the one who truly controls and continuously empowers the ministry of the church.
1

Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid
food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is
jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to
human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to
Apollos,” are you not merely human?
5
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the
Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the
one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The
one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive
wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you are
God’s field, God’s building.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 5.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5:21-37
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of righteousness that
exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations.

Jesus said to the disciples: 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You
shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if
you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to
the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go;
first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to
terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser
may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into
prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.
27
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to
lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to go into hell.
31
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’
32
But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity,
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
33
“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by
7

Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot
make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than
this comes from the evil one.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
O Christ, Our Hope

ELW #604

APOSTLE’S CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.
Response: … Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

TITHES & OFFERINGS
The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness.

OFFERTORY

Healer of Our Every Ill
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Jeffrey Honore

OFFERING PRAYER
A Merciful God,
receive the gifts we bring,
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body,
shining with the light of your justice and mercy;
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

9

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P We who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread.
Come. Be filled with light and life.
We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.

HEALING PRAYER
Healing prayer and anointing are available during communion at the side kneeler.

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Healer of Our Every Ill
In All Our Grief
O Master, Let Me Walk with You
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ELW #612
ELW #615
ELW #818

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace,
now and forever.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A O Morning Star, fair and bright,
you have refreshed us again with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now—
today, tomorrow, every day—
that we tell the story of your never-ending love
and sing your praise both now and forever.
C Amen

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS
Home Communion Minister(s) come(s) forward.

P Let us pray,
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless
those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers
who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

BLESSING
P The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
C Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Christ Is the King!

ELW #662

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Toccata
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Johan Pachelbel

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................... Paula Barton
Acolyte.............................................................................................................. Emma Hoover
Ministers of the Word .............................................................Susan McCready, Paula Kroeze
Communion Assistant(s)........................................................................... Santana/McCready
Usher/Greeter .......................................................................................... Petersen/Troedson
Altar Care............................................................................................................ Knoll/Nelson
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

The flowers on the altar today are given by Megan Armes in
remembrance of Alexander’s birthday.

WELCA Steering Committee Meeting on Sunday, February 26 following the service in
Augustana Hall
Choir Rehearsal after the service.
Adult Education On-going every 2nd and 4th Sunday, discussing the book Together by Grace:
Introducing the Lutherans by Kathryn A. Kleinhans. Meets 5:30pm-7:00 pm in Katie’s Room.

Biblical Art Journaling On-going every third Sunday at 3:00 pm.
Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am in Katie’s room.
Sunday, March 5 Potluck after worship and showing of “Rick Steves’ Luther and the
Reformation”.
See the Kiosk
1) a letter from Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton
2) information on the upcoming Sierra Central Valley Conference Gathering on February 25.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
MON
13

TUE
14

WED
15

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S
DAY

7:00 am
Men’s
Bible
Study @
Mimi’s
—————

THUR
16

FRI
17

9:30 am
Adult Bible
Study

SAT
18

OFFICE
CLOSED

SUN
19

9:00 am
Strings
Rehearsal—
Sanctuary

9:30 am
Worship Service
Birthday
Blessings

10:00 am
Weekly
Staff Mtg.
6:00 pm
CANA—
Youth Rm.

12:00 pm
Lectionary
Study

7:00 pm
Lydia Circle
@ M.
Waggoner’s

5:30 am
Day Care
Board Mtg.

1:00 pm
Rebecca
Circle

3:00 pm
Biblical Art
Journaling

7:00 pm
Council
Mtg.

5:30 pm
Youth Group

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date

Feb 19
Epiphany 7

Feb 26
Transfiguration

Mar 5
Lent 1

Assisting
Minister

Ministers of
the Word

Cantor

Communion
Assist

Acolyte

Usher
Greeter

Altar
Care

Mike
Epting

B Dailey
S Hall

David
Holtz

Bob
Dailey

Chris
Schmidt

Reuter/
Dieterich

Knoll/
Nelson

David
Holtz

Y Troedson
B Crawford

Barbara
Crawford

Fanney B.

Owen
Family

Knoll/
Nelson

Bob
Daily

P Kroeze
B Roakitis

Beth
Rokaitis

Kailyn
Knoll

Smith/Knoll

Waggoner/
Castleberry

Kathleen
Reuter

WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS
February 19
Epiphany 7

February 26
Transfiguration

March 5
Lent 1

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40
1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11
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"Almighty and Everlasting God, guide the president of the United States, his cabinet and
counselors, and all in authority over our nation, that they may be just in purpose, wise in
counsel, unwavering in duty. In the administration of their solemn responsibilities, may they
uphold the honor of our nation and secure the welfare and protection of all people. Holy
Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life.
Make us, who come from many nations with many languages, a united people who delight
in our many different gifts. Give those whom we have entrusted with authority the Spirit of
Wisdom, that there may be peace and justice throughout our land. God, in your mercy, hear
our prayer."
Taken from the ELCA's Prayer Book for the Armed Services.
New Prayer Requests: Willie Loeser—good health and peace of mind, Lowell Miles—
prayers for healing, peace, comfort & well-being (Tisdel); Paul Sears, Sr.—comfort (Salonen)
Sympathy is expressed to the Holtz family for the loss of David’s brother-in-law:
“John Rehbock left the physical struggles of life on earth on February 4 to joyfully rejoin
his wife, Carol, and his sister, Margaret (Holtz). His family remembers him fondly and will
return his ashes to the earth with a family gathering on March 4.”
Our Members: Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron
Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine, Larry
Decker; Elizabeth Estrada; Kim Petersen
Our Homebound Members: Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts

Our Family: Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan (Scott); Suzanne
Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Helen Opitz (Smith); Sherry Orsetti;
Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda Luis-Thompson (Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard
Epting (Epting); Christine Williams (Dieterich); Alexander Smith (Pino); Dan Porter (Ixcot);
Adriana Johnson (Marquez); Tiffany Stone; Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin,
brothers and sisters (Juarez); Justin Egesdal (Nelson); Natalie O’Meany (Knoll); Randy Black
(Silva); Donald Murray (Murray); Taylor, Joyce and Manuel Dillard (Scott)
Our Friends: Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne
(Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado
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(Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Leila Afshin (Skustad); Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary Martin
(Martin); Jerry Larson (Clarke); Ken, Stephen Washer (Norquist); Roxie Parker (Wilke); Ian
Hagler (Schmidt); Dr. Daniel Alfonso and his mother (Tisdel); Jeanne (Watkins); Helyn Orr
(Crawford); Maximilliano Ixcot (Ixcot);
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces.
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-inlaw); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait through June of 2016;
Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend
of Susan Hall), US Army in Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and healing.

Holy Lord, you alone are God. Remove jealousy and quarreling between Christian
denominations. Hold us in the unity of our baptism as we work together to serve you. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You called into being the first fruits of the earth. Guide gardeners and farmers who till the soil
and tend the fields. Bless their work and in due season bring forth the bounty of the land.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, your love knows no bounds. Break down barriers caused by nationalism.
Challenge our stereotypes. Give us courage to engage in difficult conversations with those
whose experiences are different from our own. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on all who struggle. Ease the pain of families affected by divorce.
Grant life-giving work to all who seek employment. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You know every hair on our heads. Yet we do not even know each of our neighbors. Equip our
outreach ministry and this assembly to get to know the people in our community. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of hope, today we pray for the pastors & churches of Sierra Central Valley Conference.
This morning we lift up Rev. Dorothy Lindstrom and Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in
Merced. Sustain Rev. Lindstrom and enliven the leadership of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Church; energize them for ministry in their community, and enable bold witness for the sake
of the Gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Eternal Lord, you are the God of our ancestors in faith. You are our God. Keep us faithful until
we join all the saints at your heavenly banquet. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with you and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

20

ENTRANCE HYMN #772
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SERMON HYMN #604
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SENDING HYMN #662
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