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Third Sunday In Lent 
March 19, 2017  9:30 am 

PRELUDE O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Fall J. S. Bach 

WELCOME 

ENTRANCE HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW  #807 

CONFESSION 

P In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 

P God of heaven and earth, 
you come in close and make us yours. 
Equip us by your Spirit to confess our sin, 
embrace your forgiveness, 
and seek the way you set before us in your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
 Merciful God, 

C forgive us. 
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. 
We have spoken when we should have kept quiet. 

 Silence. 

C We were silent when we should have said something. 
 Silence. 

C We acted when we knew better. 
 Silence. 

C We were still when we know we should have moved. 
 Silence. 

C For the wrong we have done, 
for the good we have failed to do,  
have mercy on us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

P People of God, look to the ☩ Son, 
given to heal you and set you free 
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because God loved the world so much. 
Take hold of life—eternal life! 

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. 
Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of 
your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: EXODUS 17:1-7 
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put the Lord to the test, Moses cried out in 

desperation to the Lord. The Lord commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. 

The doubt-filled question—”Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said 
to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of 
you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people 
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us 
or not?” 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: PSALM 95 

1 Come, let us sing | to the Lord; 
 let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 

2 Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
 and raise a loud shout to the | Lord with psalms. 

3 For you, Lord, | are a great God, 
 and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
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4 In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
 the heights of the hills are | also yours. 

5 The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
 and your hands have molded | the dry land. 

6 Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
 let us kneel before the | Lord our maker. 

7 For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s 
hand. 
 Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 

8 “Harden | not your hearts, 
 as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 

9 There your ancestors | tested me, 
 they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 

10 Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, 
 ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’ 

All:    11    Indeed I swore | in my anger, 
         ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 5:1-11 
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ 

death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the 

cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation. 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our 
hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might 
actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be 
saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, 
will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, Chapter 4. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: JOHN 4:5-42 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many 

others to faith. 

5Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the 
well. It was about noon. 
  7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 
with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where 
do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, 
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty 
or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
  16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said 
is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not 
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know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and 
is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who 
is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am 
he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
  27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the 
woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a 
man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They 
left the city and were on their way to him. 
  31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, 
“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, 
“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, 
then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 
harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 
you have entered into their labor.” 
  39Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He 
told me everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him 
to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his 
word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase 

SERMON HYMN As the Deer Runs to the River ELW #331 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 
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  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who 

are in need. 

 Response: … Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness. 

OFFERTORY Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross Dale Wood 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Merciful God, 
receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 
and the offering of our lives, 
that following in the way of the cross, 
we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s Passover 
from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Return to God with all your heart. 

Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 

 We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome. 

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW #623

 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335 
 Eat This Bread ELW #472 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace, 

now and forever. 

C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Compassionate God, 

you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 
may our fasting be hunger for justice, 
our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; 
through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Home Communion Minister(s) come(s) forward. 

P Let us pray, 
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless 

those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and brothers 
who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community, 
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

BLESSING 
P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, 

and claimed us as children of the light, 
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you ☩ peace. 

C Amen  
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BIRTHDAY BLESSING 

P Let us pray: 

C God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially 
the gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who 
recall this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, 
family and friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may 
enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing 
for each one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW #618 

DISMISSAL 
A Marked with the cross of Christ, 

go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Postlude in A Minor H. Clarence Eddy 

 

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

 
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 
Assisting Minister ........................................................................................ Barbara Crawford 
Acolyte ............................................................................................................... Chris Schmidt 
Ministers of the Word ................................................................... David Holtz, Peter Cousins 
Cantor ................................................................................................................. Paula Barton 
Communion Assistant(s)...................................................................................... Lori Skustad 
Home Communion Recipient .............................................................................. Shelda Fritts 
Usher/Greeter ................................................................................................. Shank/Skustad 
Altar Care ....................................................................... Marsha Waggoner, Nirul Castleberry 
 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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Announcements  

 

Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,  

as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you. 

 

Wednesdays during Lent: Rice Bowl painting at 5:00 pm, Soup Supper at 6:00 pm, and Evening 

Prayer at 7:00 pm. 

Choir Rehearsal after the service. 

Monday Night Bible Study will not meet on March 13 and 27. 

Adult Education  On-going every 2nd and 4th Sunday, discussing the book Together by Grace: 

Introducing the Lutherans by Kathryn A. Kleinhans. Meets 5:30pm-7:00 pm in Katie’s Room. 

Biblical Art Journaling On-going every third Sunday at 3:00 pm. 

Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am in Katie’s room. “He Chose the Nails”: Max Lucado 

See the Kiosk for flyer and more information: 

1)  Presentation: “What’s All the Fuss About CRISPR/Cas 9?” At Shepherd of the Valley, 1455 E. 
Yosemite Ave., Merced. Sunday, April 23 at 5:15. Light Dinner followed by a Lecture at 6:00 pm 
by Professor Emeritus Ted Peters, PLTS. Admission is free. 

2)  It’s not too early to put VBS on your calendar! ELC & ELDC Vacation Bible School, June 9-11. 

The Youth Group will again participate in Love Modesto on April 8. We have signed up to help 

clean up and work on Enslen Park down the street from the church. If you can join the youth on 

this day and assist with the project for our neighborhood park, please let Brian Skustad or 

Pastor Lyn know. This year’s Love Modesto participation is part of a community service 

outreach for Reformation 500 in addition to being a youth-led event. 

 

It’s that time again...Easter is coming! 

Along with a potluck on Easter, April 16, we are having an EGG HUNT 

for the children. In the Narthex is an Easter Basket ready to receive 

your contributions. 
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The following meeting has been rescheduled  
Please be sure to update your calendar 

Council meets on March 21 at 7:00 pm 
 

 

 

Member Lena Shirley needs help moving from her current apartment on College 

Ave. to Miller Ave. near Yosemite Blvd. If you can assist with the move, please 

contact her at 209-345-1983 

 

 

 

Lenten Rice Bowl Fundraiser for World Hunger:  How does 
it work? Well, we have bisque fired rice bowls that you can 
paint with colored glazes, then Paula Kroeze will fire them 
and you have a beautiful bowl that, if you glaze it properly, 
will be food safe. You make your design, choose your colors, 
and do your own painting. How does the fundraising work? 
The cost of each bowl including all supplies and firing is $10. 
So we will ask for a donation for each bowl. As always, the 
donation is only a suggested amount. If you cannot do the 
full donation that is fine, just come and enjoy. Donations 
over the $10 cost will go to World Hunger.  

If you were unable to attend Soup Suppers or need more 
time to finish, we invite you to come an hour early on 

Wednesday, March 22 and April 5 to complete your rice bowl.  
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Wired Word Potlucks are returning this spring. This time you can 

choose from among three dates: 

Friday, March 31 at the home of Suzanne Wilke 

Saturday, April 1 with David Holtz or 

Sunday, April 2 hosted by Jim & Paula Barton 

Join us for great food, fellowship and stimulating discussion. Sign-up 

sheets are in the Narthex. 
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WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS 
March 26 

Lent 4 
April 2 
Lent 5 

April 9 
Palm Sunday 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14--27:66 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

 12:00 pm 
Lectionary 
Study 

7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study @ 
Mimi’s 
————— 

10:00 am 
Weekly Staff 
Mtg. 

9:30 am 
Adult Bible 
Study 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 9:30 am 
Worship 
Service 

Interfaith 
Sunday 

 3:00 pm 
Focus on 
Prevention 
Mtg.—
Fellowship 
Hall 

     

7:00 pm 
Lydia Circle 
@ Van 
Diepen’s 

7:00 pm 
Council 
Mtg. 

6:00 pm 
Soup Supper 

7:00 pm 
Lenten 
Service 

5:30 pm 
Cottage 
Mtg. (P-R) 

  5:30 pm 
Adult Bible 
Study—
Katie’s Rm. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date 
Assisting 
Minister 

Ministers of 
the Word Cantor 

Communion 
Assist Acolyte 

Usher  
Greeter 

Altar  
Care 

Mar 26 
Lent 4 

Garry 
Hayes 

P Barton 
D Santana 

 
Dianne 
Santana 

Fanney B. 
Reuter/

Dieterich 
Lois 
Silva 

April 2 
Lent 5 

Suzanne 
Wilke 

B Crawford 
S McCready 

 
Susan 

McCready 
 

Smith/ 
Knoll 

Norquist/ 
Bauman 

April 9 
Palm 

Sunday 
Paula Barton 

K Reuter 
L Owen 

 
Rowland/

Dailey 
Emma 
Hoover 

Clark/ 
Hall 

Norquist/ 
Bauman 
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New Prayer Requests:  Pat Norquist—surgery, healing & well-being (Norquist); Anthony 
Pino’s cousin in Santa Fe—healing, health & well-being (Pino); Eva Reynolds—healing & 
health (Silva) 

Our Members:  Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly 
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron 
Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine, Larry 
Decker; Elizabeth Estrada; Ernie Deutsch; Kim Petersen; Linda Nelson 

Our Homebound Members:  Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts 

Our Family:  Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan (Scott); Suzanne 
Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Helen Opitz (Smith); Sherry Orsetti; 
Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda Luis-Thompson (Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard 
Epting (Epting); Alexander Smith (Pino); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Adriana Johnson (Marquez); 
Tiffany Stone; Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin, brothers and sisters (Juarez); Justin 
Egesdal (Nelson); Natalie O’Meany (Knoll); Donald Murray (Murray); Taylor, Joyce and 
Manuel Dillard (Scott); Lowell Miles (Tisdel); Paul Sears (Salonen); Stan Terris (Smith); Olof 
Bergstrom (Poston); Sheri Hoover’s mother; Don Lee (Olson); Joyce Shockley (Nelson) 

Our Friends:  Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne 
(Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado 
(Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary Martin (Martin); Jerry Larson 
(Clarke); Ken, Stephen Washer (Norquist); Ian Hagler (Schmidt); Jeanne (Watkins); 
Maximilliano Ixcot (Ixcot); Willie Loeser (Tisdel); David Fauskin (Clarke); Priscilla Pino (Ixcot); 
JoLyn Johnson (Crawford) 

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces. 
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in 
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-
law); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait  through June of 2016; 
Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend 
of Susan Hall), US Army in Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who 
are in need. 

O God, let your church on earth, justified and reconciled through Jesus Christ, be bold in its 
proclamation of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In your hands are the depths of the earth and the sea which you made. Make us faithful 
inhabitants of this earth, caring for the waterways and their creatures. (Local water sources 
may be named.) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lead the nations of the world away from the wilderness of sin and evil, and toward the light 
of love and peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

To those who are thirsty for love, for justice, for peace, for belonging, give the water of life. 
For those who are suffering or in pain, bring healing balm and peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lead this congregation in service to others. Embolden the faithful here with your promise and 
your presence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause 
for silence). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, today we pray for the pastors & churches of Sierra Central Valley Conference. 
This morning we lift up Rev. Bill Ruth, retired ELCA clergy. Sustain Rev. Ruth and energize him 
for ministry in his community, and enable bold witness for the sake of the Gospel. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We give thanks for the witness and testimony of the saints who have gone before us into 
eternal life. Let us boast in the hope they have shared, a hope that does not disappoint us. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
love; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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