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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 14, 2017
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP

9:30 am
Prelude, Fugue, and Variation

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Cesar Franck
Choir
Pastor Lyn Crase

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives

ELW #380

BAPTISM OF
Gregory Aiden Taylor, Summer Inell Hunwardsen, and Remus Ray Hunwardsen, Jr.
ELW pg. 227

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation..
C Amen
P Let us come into the light,
the revealing and healing light of God.
P God of grace and glory,
C you have brought us through the night of sin
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.
Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin.
Make us alive in Christ, O God.
Make us new as you make all things new.
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin,
renew us in grace,
and restore us to living in your holiness,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen

P Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne!
The light of the risen Christ
puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin,
restores innocence to the fallen,
casts out hate, brings peace,
and humbles earthly pride.
Jesus Christ loves you
and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood.
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever!
C Amen
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE
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THIS IS THE FEAST

5

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray together….
C Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

FIRST READING: ACTS 7:55-60
Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be
free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of
God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.
55

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he
died.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16

1

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;
deliver me | in your righteousness.

2

Incline your | ear to me;
make haste to de- | liver me.

3

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.

4

Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength. Refrain (Choir)

5

Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth.
6

15

My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.

ALL:

16

Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.” Refrain

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy
people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.
2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in
scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8
and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.
10
Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Gospel according to John, Chapter 14
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: JOHN 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know
the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own;
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything,
I will do it.”
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
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CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
We Walk by Faith

ELW #635

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
Response: … Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

TITHES & OFFERINGS

Simply Alleluia
Choir
Barry Schroeder, Flute

William Boyce

The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness.

OFFERING PRAYER
A Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,
that we may be your risen body in the world.
C Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the Peace.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Now let us feast this Easter day
on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah!
We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.

HEALING PRAYER
Healing prayer and anointing are available during communion at the side kneeler.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

I Received the Living God
Blessing, Honor, and Glory
You Are the Way

ELW #477
ELW #433
ELW #758

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life,
and the bread of heaven to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world;
through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
C Amen

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS
Home Communion Minister(s) come(s) forward.

P Let us pray,
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless
those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and
brothers who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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BLESSING
P May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing

ELW #389

DISMISSAL
A Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

We Know That Christ Is Raised

Dale Wood

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase
Assisting Minister ................................................................................................. David Holtz
Acolyte............................................................................................................... Chris Schmidt
Ministers of the Word .................................................... Marilyn Rowland, Barbara Crawford
Communion Assistant................................................................................ Rowland/Crawford
Usher/Greeter .................................................................................................... Owen Family
Altar Care................................................................................................ Johnson/Obermeyer
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

The flowers on the altar today were given to the glory
of God by the Castleberry family.

Altar Flowers Many dates remain vacant on the Altar Flower Contribution calendar
located in Luther Hall. Each bouquet is $25 and yours to take home following the
service. Check the calendar for a memorable date you would like to dedicate for your
flower contribution. Thanks, Debbie
Choir Rehearsal after Sunday’s service.
Adult Education every 2nd and 4th Sunday, meets 5:30pm-7:00 pm in Katie’s Room.
Biblical Art Journaling third Sundays at 3:00 pm.
Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study meets 9:30 am in Katie’s room. Everyone is welcome!
Wine & Canvas Paint Party! hosted by Laura Marquez on May 20 at 5:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Join us for a colorful, fun evening. All are welcome!
On June 4 is our Congregational Meeting. We thought nothing better to wrap it up but a
pancake breakfast. Come join us!
ELC & ELDC Vacation Bible School, June 9-11
PLTS Decomissioning of former campus on Saturday, May 27. Please see the Kiosk for more
information.
Calling All 2017 Graduates! If you are graduating or know of someone who will graduate this
year, please contact the church office. Grads will be recognized on June 4.
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The WELCA Spring Luncheon will be held in Luther Hall
on Saturday, May 20 beginning at 11:00 a.m. This year's
theme is Blossoms of Blessings. We will begin with a Bible
lesson from Pastor Lyn, followed by a catered luncheon.
Tickets are $15.00 and will be on sale beginning this
Sunday. All ladies are welcome to attend this fun event!
Hope to see you all there!
WELCA President, Jeanne Hardin

Central Valley Sanctuary Tour by Messiah’s Mansion
This living museum will be coming to Ceres, CA. It’s a terrific way
for all ages to learn about the historic sanctuary built by the Hebrews
to Worship God.
Through guided tours, people are able to see the plan of salvation
and bring it to life with the visual aid of the sanctuary furniture.
When: June 17—25, 2017
Where: Central Valley Christian Academy in Ceres
For more information, contact Linda Scales at (209) 725-0914
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
MON
15

TUE
16
10:30 am
Day Care
Yoga Class

WED
17
7:00 am
Men’s Bible
Study @
Mimi’s

THUR
18

FRI
19

9:30 am
Adult Bible
Study

SAT
20

OFFICE
CLOSED

SUN
21

11:00 am
WELCA
Luncheon

9:30 am
Worship
Service

—————

Birthday
Blessings

10:00 am
Weekly Staff
Mtg.
12:00 pm
Lectionary
Study

7:00 pm
Lydia Circle

5:30 pm
Day Care
Board Mtg.

1:00 pm
Rebecca
Circle

2:00 pm
Downey High
Farewell
Concert

7:00 pm
Council Mtg.

6:00 pm
CANA Mtg.

5:00 pm
Wine &
Canvas
Paint Party!
Luther Hall
$30

3:00 pm
Bible Art
Journaling

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date

Assistant
Minister

Ministers of
the Word

Communion
Assist

Acolyte

Usher
Greeter

Altar
Care

May 21
Easter 6

Kathleen
Reuter

S McCready
S Hall

Susan
McCready

Fanney
B.

Reuter/
Dieterich

Johnson/
Obermeyer

May 28
Ascension

Garry Hayes

D Holtz
M Rowland

No
Communion

Smith/
Knoll

Lois
Silva

June 4
Pentecost

Mike
Epting

B Rokaitis
P Kroeze

Shank/
Skustad

Paula
Kroeze

Cantor

Kathleen
Reuter

Suzanne
Wilke

Emma
Hoover

WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS
May 21
Easter 6

May 28
Ascension

June 4
Pentecost

Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21

Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 20:19-23
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New Prayer Requests: Sharon Hennings—healing & well-being (Norquist); Elaine Ixcot—healing
& strength; Pauline Cummings—healing & strength & peace; Yvonne Troedson—healing and
strength; Mary, Gena & Johnny Caviale—comfort for the loss of Paul Caviale (Hardin); Jenny
Seton—healing, Jeff H. & Julie M.—healing (Barton)
Our Members: Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly Dailey;
Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron Daubenspeck; Lena
Shirley; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Elizabeth Estrada; Ernie Deutsch; Kim Petersen; Linda
Nelson; Karen Harris; Wes Trana; Mary Lou Dieterich
Our Homebound Members: Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts; Marj Sample; Alice Hine
Our Family: Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan (Scott); Suzanne
Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Helen Opitz (Smith); Sherry Orsetti; Laurie
Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda Luis-Thompson (Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard Epting
(Epting); Alexander Smith (Pino); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Adriana Johnson (Marquez); Tiffany Stone;
Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin, brothers and sisters (Juarez); Justin Egesdal (Nelson);
Natalie O’Meany (Knoll); Taylor, Manuel Dillard (Scott); Lowell Miles (Tisdel); Paul Sears
(Salonen); Stan Terris (Smith); Sheri Hoover’s mother; Don Lee (Olson); Joyce Shockley
(Nelson); Anthony Pino’s cousin (Pino); Donald Murray (Murray); Anna Pippi (Watkins); Doris
Hoover (Hoover); Ally (R. Hunwordson); (Schmidt); Steve Jeske (B. Norquist); Jan Clyne
(Epting); Paul Doritty (Ixcot); Loy Rogers (Hardin); Joyce Dillard (Scott)
Our Friends: Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne (Nelson);
Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado (Knoll); Dawn
Wagner; Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary Martin (Martin); Jerry Larson (Clarke); Ken, Stephen
Washer (Norquist); Ian Hagler (Schmidt); Willie Loeser (Tisdel); David Fauskin (Clarke); Priscilla
Pino (Ixcot); JoLyn Johnson (Crawford); Jeff Bowman (Norquist); Brad (Watkins)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces.
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law);
Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait through June of 2016; Ryan
Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend of Susan
Hall), US Army in Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
We pray for the church. Show us your ways. Teach us your truth. Enliven us in mission. Keep
us from discord. Lead us to unity for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the earth. Turn us away from impulses to pollute this world. Protect fragile habitats.
Nurture our planet to be a life-sustaining home for generations yet to be born. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

For the nations. Fill all leaders with a spirit of compassion for the poor and oppressed. Give
courage to those who work for justice and equality. Bring an end to conflict and violence.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For those in need. Draw near to those who struggle with depression. Comfort those for whom
this day evokes heartache or sorrow. Console those who grieve, and heal those who are ill.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of hope, today we pray for the pastors & churches of Sierra Central Valley Conference.
This morning we lift up Rev. Karen Johnson and Faith Lutheran Church in Murphys and
Mountain Ranch Lutheran in Mountain Ranch. Sustain Rev. Johnson and enliven the
leadership at Faith Lutheran Church and Mountain Ranch Lutheran; energize them for
ministry in the community, and enable bold witness for the sake of the Gospel. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
For this assembly. Bless mothers and all who offer motherly care. Strengthen child care
workers, nursery attendants, and those who teach our youth. Uphold our elders and those
who care for aging parents. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith and those who have borne
witness to your love. Bring us with them to dwell with you forever. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our prayers in the
name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Entrance Hymn # 380

19

Sermon Hymn #635

20

Sending Hymn #389
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