Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2017
9:00 pm

Emanuel Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 • (209) 523-4531
www.emanuellutheran.org

Staff
Presiding Minister
Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase
Organist & Choir Director
Barbara Vukich
Secretary
Paula Braxton
Day Care Director
Laura Marquez
Bookkeeper
Maria Ojeda

Council Officers
President
Suzanne Wilke
Vice President
Dan Johnson
Treasurer
Bob Reuter
Secretary
Mike Epting

Welcome to Emanuel
Communion Service 9:00 pm. .................................. Page 3
Announcements .................................................... Page 12

Welcome Guests and Visitors!
Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you
by filling out a worship attendance form (located in your
bulletin) and placing it in the offering plate.

• Large print bulletins are available. •
(Please ask an usher)
Children/Youth & Family:
Council member – Pat Smith and Sam Gierhan
Spiritual Life:
Council member – Lois Owen and Dan Johnson
Worship:
Council member – Suzanne Wilke
Outreach:
Council members — Bob Dailey
Resource:
Bob Reuter, Treasurer
Stewardship — Jim Barton, Janice Watkins, Bob Dailey and
Lois Silva
Property — Dick Norquist
Fellowship:
Council member—Janice Watkins
Social Media:
Council member – Mike Epting and Rick Unruh
Endowment Team
Bob Reuter, Chairman
Team members: Dick Norquist, Rob Shank, Bill Reinheimer
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2017
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

9:00 pm
Adeste Fidelis
I Wonder
Angels We Have Heard on High
Away in a Manger

Jeanne Demessieux
David Evan Thomas
Charles W. Ore
Sharon E. Rogers

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Wilbur Chenowith

WELCOME
ENTRANCE HYMN

O Come, All Ye Faithful

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the Holy One of Israel,
the Word made flesh,
the Power of the Most High,
☩ one God, now and forever.
C Amen
P Gathered in the name of Jesus,
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. (silence for reflection)
Gracious God,
C in Christ Jesus you come among us
as light shining in darkness.
We confess our failure to welcome this light.
Forgive us and renew our hope,
so that we may live in the light of your grace,
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.
P I bring you good news of great joy for all the people:
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.
Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name.
C Amen
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ELW #283

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with you all.
C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

ELW #270

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray together ...
C Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one, now and forever. Amen
P Please be seated.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7 (A Light Shines: A Child is Born)
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with
a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith
lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
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The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
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for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

CHOIR

For Unto Us

Natalie Sleeth

SECOND READING: PSALM 96 (Read responsively)
O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless the name of Lord; proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,
and his marvelous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols,
but you, O Lord, made the heavens.
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his holy name;
bring an offering, and come into the courts of the Lord.
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before him, all the earth.
Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!”
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity.”
Let the heavens be rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder, and all that fills it;
let the field be joyful, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy at your coming, O Lord;
for you come to judge the earth.
ALL: You will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with your truth.
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THIRD READING: Titus 2:11-14 (The Grace of God Has Appeared)
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the
present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.
11

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from
all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 2.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-20 (God With Us)
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and
proclaim God’s blessing of peace.
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In those days a decree when out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; 11 to you is born this day in the city of
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David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in a manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
From Heaven Above
v. 1, 2, 3; 12-14

ELW #268

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of creation
Response: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

TITHES & OFFERINGS

The Birthday of a King

P Please be seated as we collect the offering.
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W. D. Neidlinger

OFFERING PRAYER
P Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring
the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for
others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the
coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let every heart receive your Savior.
We offer continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Winds through the Olive Trees (Choir)
Away in a Manger
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Mark White
ELW #277
ELW #282
ELW #279

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A On this day, O God, you gave us
Christ the Son to save us.
As you sent the one foretold,
send us now with good news for all people.
Let the gladness of this feast have no end
as we share with others the joy that fills us;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen

CANDLELIGHT CAROL

Silent Night

ELW #281

Candles are lit as the organ begins to play. When all candles are lit, we will begin to sing.

PRAYER
P (Let us pray.) Lord Jesus, let your light so shine in us that all may see your good works in us
and glorify our Father in heaven.
C Glory to God. Amen

BLESSING
P May Christ, who by his incarnation
has filled us with grace and truth,
give you peace this Christmas and always.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C Amen
Candles are extinguished.

SENDING HYMN

Angels We have Heard on High

ELW #289

DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Carillon
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Gerald Near

Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

From the Sanctuary Arts Team:
Christmas Tree Decorating for Christmas Eve—TODAY at 12:30 pm
First Saturday Worship. Every 1st Saturday of the month at 5:30 pm. An informal &
interactive and contemplative worship experience.

Choir rehearsals will resume in January.
1st Sunday Care Cupboard
Bring your donations for the Care Cupboard –see list in the announcement box on page 16 of
the bulletin. Donations will be accepted anytime.
Next Care Cupboard date is January 8.
Tuesday Breakfast is on break until January 9
Young Adult Bible Study is on break and resumes on January 8 at 1:15 pm.
Text Study will take a short break until January 2. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study, resumes January 4 at Casa de Modesto, continuing “Grace in a
Tree Stump” by J. E. Kalas. We will be back to Emanuel on January 11, 2018. All are welcome!

If you have decided to tithe on your yearly pledge, below are some suggestions as to
where/how to target that donation:
Audio/visual technology upgrade
Modesto Shower Shuttle
Care Cupboard
12 New Lutheran Study Bibles
Katie's Kitchen
Education (VBS curriculum)
Piecemakers Quilting
Family Promise Modesto
Sanctuary Arts Team
Easter Advertising
There's a convenient way to make donations to Emanuel. Simply install Give+Church on your
Apple or Android phone or tablet, or with your computer, visit www.emanuellutheran.org. On
the website, choose the “Contact Us/Donations” menu item. Both options are extremely easy
and walk you through the process.
Sierra Pacific Synod is suggesting donations to two agencies: Lutheran Social Services of
Northern California and Lutheran Disaster Response. Donations to Lutheran Social Services can
be designated through their “Wildfire Relief Fund” for needs in northern California in general.
To donate to specific congregations, indicate the name of the congregation in the designated
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box. 100% of these monies will be given directly to churches and ministries that have been
affected by the fires. Donations to Lutheran Disaster Relief can be designated to “U.S. Fire Relief”
and will be used more generally to support churches and ministries and communities that have
been affected by fires through the fall and throughout the west. 100% of donations so
designated will be used by LDR to offer support to affected communities.

“New” to Emanuel Lutheran Church or have new information? Please see Pastor Lyn for a
biographical data sheet.

Emanuel Lutheran Care Cupboard
HELP! HELP! HELP! Our cupboard is almost bare! Can you help us?
We are in desperate need of the following items before December 18th—our
distribution date for sharing food with MJC students in need:
Individual servings of tuna/crackers boxes, small jars of jam, small jars of peanut butter,
cans of soup, chili or vegetables, single-serve cracker packets, individual servings of mac
’n cheese, small boxes of cold cereal or individual servings of oatmeal, fruit or jello cups,
pudding cups, packets of hot chocolate or apple cider, and Capri Sun juices. We are also
in need of pet food.
Thanks so much for your generosity! =)
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
Tue. 12/26

CLOSED

Wed. 12/27

8 am to 12 pm

Thu. 12/28

8 am to 12 pm

Fri. 12/30

CLOSED

Mon. 1/1/18

CLOSED
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Poinsettias are given by:
Pastor Lyn, to the glory of God this Christmas time
The Emanuel Congregation, in honor of Pastor Lyn
Mary Lou Dieterich, in memory of Robert B. Dieterich and in honor of family members
The Holtz family, in memory of Margaret
Mike & Rose Epting, in memory of Grace and Vivian Epting, Bette and Dick Fassett and
Janice Clyne
Mike and Jeanine Clarke in memory of their parents & grandparents and in honor of their
granddaughter, Grace Alexander Patterson, who received her Bachelor of Science Nursing
degree at Arizona State University on December 12
Mercy Maya, in memory of their loved ones that have gone before them
Sherm & Connie Petersen, in memory of family
Jack and Pat Smith, in honor of family and in memory of Gary Knoll
Elaine Ixcot in memory of her two sons, Jim & Greg and her daughter, Kim
Alley Taylor, in memory of Mike Morgan and in honor of Todd Bettencourt—two of the best
father figures
Lois Tollefson-Silva, in memory of their parents and grandparents and in honor of Elianna’s
2nd birthday
Marsha Waggoner, in memory of Carl and her parents, Phil & Lenore Benner and in memory
of Tim Purves, Judy Crow and Lettie Ellsworth
Joyce Bachmann, in memory of Gary Knoll and in honor of Anya and Braden Terry
James and Linda Nelson, in memory of their parents
Lisa Poston, in memory of her mom and dad—Gertrude & Gunnar Bergstrom

Ron and Karen Harris, in memory of Robert Dieterich and Roy Harris
Dave, Kristine, and Karl Kraft, in memory of Gerald, Dorothy and Gerry Klee, Eugene and
Kurt Kraft
RG and Zac Crawford, in memory of their grandparents Val & Esther John and
Richard and Cathy Crawford, and uncle Bobby Horton
The Owen Family, in memory of Buzz & Millie Calkins, Harlan & Betty Owen,
and Sharon Balestrery
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Poinsettias are given, to the glory of God by:
Suzanne Wilke in honor of granddaughter, Vanessa Wilke for her 21st birthday
The Barton family, in memory of Beth Langhoff & Hugh Barton
Kaete & Roland Loeffler, in memory of Kathryn Loeffler
Chuck and Marilyn Rowland in memory of Chuck’s sister, Georgia Hertneck
Nirul & Gerry Castleberry, in memory of their loved ones
Robert & Andrea Olson, in memory of Eva & George Olson, Frank & Eileen Heath, and
Frank Jr.
The Hoover family, in memory of Harley Natvig
The Salonen family, in memory of their parents
Dick & Pat Norquist, in memory of Margaret & Tenney Norquist, Glen & Ethel Bradshaw, and Bob Bradshaw; in honor of their grandchildren, Lukas, Michael, Dalia and Rylan
Yvonne Troedson & Bill Beasley, Praises for God’s healing
Sue and Van Allen in memory of Charlie Allen
Alice Hoaglund, in memory of her brother, Omar Otterness and three other family members who have died in 2017
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for
all God’s people.
Your eternal reign has come into the world. Give us ears to hear your call to serve your
kingdom, and send us out to those who are hurting and in need of good news. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
You created the mystery and beauty of the earth. Replenish rivers, lakes, seas, and all bodies
of water, so that plants, animals, and humans can have life and be refreshed. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
You bring down the powerful and raise up the lowly. Where war rages, shatter hatred with
forgiveness and peace. Where fear rules, make your all-powerful and eternal presence
known. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You remember us with mercy, Lord, as you have done for all generations. Fill us, comfort us,
strengthen us, and enlighten us. Make your will known to all in need. Today we pray especially
for . . . . Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You called Mary to bear your Son. We pray for pregnant women, for mothers and fathers of
infants and small children, and especially for couples who bear the pain of infertility,
miscarriage, or stillbirth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your kingdom has no end. With your servants throughout time, women and men, old and
young, unite us forever in your reign of peace and joy. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to
come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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