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Epiphany of our Lord
January 7, 2018
PRELUDE

9:30 am
Three for Epiphany

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Paul Manz
Pastor Lyn Crase

The First Noel

ELW #300

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the Holy One of Israel,
the Word made flesh,
the Power of the Most High,
☩ one God, now and forever.
C Amen
P Gathered in the name of Jesus,
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Gracious God,
C in Christ Jesus you come among us
as light shining in darkness.
We confess our failure to welcome this light.
Forgive us and renew our hope,
so that we may live in the light of your grace,
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen
P I bring you good news of great joy for all the people:
To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.
Your sins are forgiven in ☩ Jesus’ name.
C Amen

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray together….
C O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
5

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her, because the light of God’s presence is in
her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to
Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.
1

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14

1

Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,
and your righteousness to | the king’s son;

2

that he may rule your | people righteously
and the | poor with justice;
6

3

that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,
and the | hills, in righteousness.

4

Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.

5

May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation | to another.

6

Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.

7

In his time may the | righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.

10

May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts.

11

May all kings bow | down before him,
and all the nations | do him service.

12

For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress,
the oppressed, and those who | have no helper.

13

He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor,
and preserves the lives | of the needy.

ALL:

14

From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives,
and precious is their blood | in his sight.

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 3:1-12
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul
and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.
1

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
3
and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,
4
a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given
me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;
10
so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal
7

purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 2
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:1-12
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
8

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
All: v. 1, 3, 5, 6; Women v. 2; Men: v. 4

ELW #308

APOSTLE’S CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Let us pray for the church, the planet that is our common home, communities near and far,
and all who are in need.
Response: … Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

TITHES & OFFERINGS

The First Noel

The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness.

OFFERING PRAYER
A God with us:
You came as a baby to a manger.
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds.
You come again in bread and wine.
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things.
And then, through these gifts,
9

Wilbur Held

help us to bless the lives of others
in the strength of your holy name.
C Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

10

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let every heart receive your Savior.
We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

What Child Is This
In the Bleak Midwinter

ELW #296
ELW #294

COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A On this day, O God, you gave us
Christ the Son to save us.
As you sent the one foretold,
12

send us now with good news for all people.
Let the gladness of this feast have no end
as we share with others the joy that fills us;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen

SENDING
P God's mission includes the gifts of grace that we share in worship and take also to the absent;
now, we are sent to continue our participation in God's mission. With the blessing of God, we
go out to live as Christ's body in the world.
C To be your presence is our mission here,
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear,
to be your heart of mercy ever near,
alleluia!

We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice,
to serve your people is our call and choice,
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice,
alleluia!
ELW #546

BLESSING
P May Christ, who by his incarnation
has filled us with grace and truth,
give you peace this Christmas and always.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN

Go Tell It on the Mountain

ELW #290

Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
As with Gladness Men of Old

Philip Gehring

DISMISSAL
P
C
P
C
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THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase
Assisting Minister ................................................................................................. Brett Shank
Acolyte......................................................................................................... Alexandria Taylor
Ministers of the Word .................................................................Beth Rokaitis, Peter Cousins
Cantor ............................................................................................................ Kathleen Reuter
Communion Assistant........................................................................................ Peter Cousins
Usher/Greeter .................................................................................................... Shank Family
Altar Care................................................................................................................................
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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Announcements
Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,
as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you.

First Saturday Worship. Every 1st Saturday of the month at 5:30 pm. An informal &
interactive and contemplative worship experience.
Choir rehearsals will resume January 28.
1st Sunday Care Cupboard
Bring your donations for the Care Cupboard –see list in the announcement box on page 16 of
the bulletin. Donations will be accepted anytime.
Next Care Cupboard date is tomorrow, January 8.
Rev. Kathryn Gulbranson, Assistant to the Bishop, Sierra Pacific Synod will be with us for
worship next Sunday, January 14. Please stay for fellowship that day to meet Rev. Gulbranson.
Tuesday Breakfast begins January 9 with the new semester. If you’d like to volunteer, please
come and observe any Tuesday at 7 am.
Young Adult Bible Study is on break and resumes on January 8 at 1:15 pm.
Text Study Tuesdays at 12:00 noon. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch.
Thursday Morning Bible Study, will continue with “Grace in a Tree Stump” by J. E. Kalas. We
will be back to Emanuel on January 11, 2018. All are welcome!

Emanuel will again participate in the Point-in-Time census (unsheltered homeless in our
city) on Thursday, January 25. If you'd like to volunteer please see Pastor Lyn. Training is
required. We will be collecting warm hats and gloves to hand out during the census. Also
needed are snack items such as granola bars, individually packaged crackers, and
individually package peanuts/nuts.

If you have decided to tithe on your yearly pledge, below are some suggestions as to
where/how to target that donation:
Audio/visual technology upgrade
Care Cupboard
Katie's Kitchen
Piecemakers Quilting
Sanctuary Arts Team

Modesto Shower Shuttle
12 New Lutheran Study Bibles
Education (VBS curriculum)
Family Promise Modesto
Easter Advertising

Please remember new financial pledges begin in January. Thank you for your support,
financially and through the giving of your time and creative energy!
15

There's a convenient way to make donations to Emanuel. Simply install Give+Church on your
Apple or Android phone or tablet, or with your computer, visit www.emanuellutheran.org. On
the website, choose the “Contact Us/Donations” menu item. Both options are extremely easy
and walk you through the process.
Sierra Pacific Synod is suggesting donations to two agencies: Lutheran Social Services of
Northern California and Lutheran Disaster Response. Donations to Lutheran Social Services can
be designated through their “Wildfire Relief Fund” for needs in northern California in general.
To donate to specific congregations, indicate the name of the congregation in the designated
box. 100% of these monies will be given directly to churches and ministries that have been
affected by the fires. Donations to Lutheran Disaster Relief can be designated to “U.S. Fire
Relief” and will be used more generally to support churches and ministries and communities
that have been affected by fires through the fall and throughout the west. 100% of donations so
designated will be used by LDR to offer support to affected communities.

Emanuel Lutheran Care Cupboard
HELP! HELP! HELP! Our cupboard is almost bare! Can you help us?
We are in desperate need of the following items before December 18th—our
distribution date for sharing food with MJC students in need:
Individual servings of tuna/crackers boxes, small jars of jam, small jars of
peanut butter, cans of soup, chili or vegetables, single-serve cracker packets,
individual servings of mac ’n cheese, small boxes of cold cereal or individual
servings of oatmeal, fruit or jello cups, pudding cups, packets of hot chocolate
or apple cider, and Capri Sun juices. We are also in need of pet food.
Thanks so much for your generosity! =)
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ENDOWMENT FUND
The Endowment Fund received an anonymous gift of a
$4,500. The committee is very appreciative of this
donation and thanks the donor.
The earnings of the Endowment fund help finance all
capital expenses and also help finance different
ministries of Emanuel Lutheran Church.
The fund also tithes 10% to the Synod. The Endowment
Fund earned $14,776 in 2017.
Robert Reuter, Treasurer
ELC

New Office Hours
Going forward, Emanuel’s office will be open
Monday through Thursday from 8 am to 3:30 pm
and Friday from 8 am to 2:30 pm.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
MON
8

TUE
9

1:00 pm

WED
10

7:00 am
Tuesday
Breakfast in
Katie’s
Kitchen

Care
Cupboard
1:15 pm
Young Adult
Bible Study

6:00 pm
Girl Scout
Leader Mtg.

THUR
11

7:00 am
Men’s Bible
Study @
Mimi’s

FRI
12

SAT
13

SUN
14

10:00 am
Organ
Practice

9:30 am
Adult Bible
Study

9:30 am
Worship
Service
Healing
Prayers

10:00 am
Weekly Staff
Mtg.
11:30 am
Multi Faith
Leadership

12:00 pm
Text Study

2:00 pm
Luther Hall
Reserved

7:00 pm
Ministry Mtg.

7:00 pm
Women’s
Bible Study

5:30 pm
Adult Ed.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Date

Jan 14
Epiphany 2

Jan 21
Epiphany 3

Jan 28
Epiphany 4

Assistant
Minister

Ministers of
the Word

Cantor

Communion
Assist

Acolyte

Sam
Gierhan

M Rowland
L Owen

Paula
Barton

Marilyn
Rowland

S Delvin
D Holtz

Peter
Cousins

Fanney B.
S Gierhan

Usher
Greeter

Owen/
Epting

Fanney B

Petersen/
Troedson

David
Holtz

Sheri
Delvin

Gregory
Taylor

Smith/
Knoll

Kathleen
Reuter

Fanney B.

Addison
Hoover

Holtz/
Salonen

WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS
January 14
Epiphany 2

January 21
Epiphany 3

January 28
Epiphany 4

1 Samuel 3:1-20
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-5

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28
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Altar
Care

Answered Prayer: Jim and Paula Barton thank Emanuel family for prayers on behalf of their
friend, Jeff Hendrick. Jeff is now cancer-free!
New Prayer Requests: Abram Hilterbrand—health and healing (G. Layne); Zoe Diaz—
healing & well-being (T. Layne); Terry Petersen—health (Petersen); Ron Silva—healing (eye
surgery), well-being (Silva)
Our Members: Linda Nelson; Laurie Spinuzzi; Pat Smith; Sherm Petersen; Dr. Van Allen;
Joanne Trana; the Tisdel family; Jennaca Hollinger; Rev. Ralph Herman; Roland Loeffler; Bill
Beasley; Teri Scott; Millie Golding; Rue Knoll; Mary Murray; Joyce Bachmann; Carolyn
Cranwelge
Our Homebound Members: Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts; Alice Hine; Marj Sample; Vera
Eden
Our Family: Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Jane Tisdel (Tisdel);
Patsy Natvig (Hoover); David Massingill (Reuter); Pastor Roger Lee and family; Janet Barkley
(Deutsch); Nancy Jones’ brother-in-law; the Hunwardsen family, Hazel Holyfield; Joyce &
Manuel Dillard (Scott); Michael Bach (Scott); Moira & Ron Wilhelm (Clarke); Billie Cannon
(Cannon); Carolyn & Jake Strand Maret (Strand); Nick Berlin (L. Skustad); Mabel Kraft (Kraft);
Lisa Schenewark (Martin); George and Glenn Massingill (Reuter); Art Ludke (Norquist); Joyce
Inell, Alley Taylor (Scott); Joy, Manuel & Hazel (Scott); Ali Moraitis (Watkins)
Our Friends: Roger Warner (Schmidt); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); Priscilla Pino (Ixcot); Tyler
(Norquist); Dawn & Alexander Piscitello (Watkins); Charlie Wilson, churches and families in
Napa Valley & Santa Rosa affected by the fires; Kathy & Lee van Boven (Reinheimer); Shey’s
family (Billie Cannon); the Vogelzang family; Judy Darby (Schmidt); Julie Moore (Barton); Ken
Jensen (Norquist); the Ellsworth family (Wagonner); Sandy & Chris (Hooper); Bill Lesher
(Hoaglund); Charlotte Yardy (ELDC)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces:
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF at Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC at
Camp Lejeune, NC (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the planet that is our common home, communities near and far,
and all who are in need.
You are water that washes us into the communion of faith. Shower us anew with a sense of
belonging and revive our commitment to the visible unity of the one holy catholic and
apostolic church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are water that replenishes the earth. Help us see our place in the river of life, and inspire
us to seek ways to cool warming tundra and warm cooling tropics. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are water that touches near and distant shores. Bring an end to conflict among the rulers
of this earth carried out on land and sea, and provide just and equitable access to water
among all people. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are water that refreshes parched bodies, minds, and spirits. Accompany refugees fleeing
their homes by boat and by foot, heal those whose bodies are weak or fragile, and be near to
those whose breath of life is fading. We pray especially for . . . . Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause
for silence). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are water that flows from countless streams into rivers, lakes, and oceans. Give us vision
to see and proclaim in our great diversity the singleness of humanity created in your likeness.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are water that enlivens dry bones. Keep us in communion with all the saints who gather
at the great and shining river, until at last we see you face-to-face. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Tribes and nations bow down before you, O God. Hear our prayers and praise, and raise us up
to be your living body, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
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ENTRANCE HYMN #300
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SERMON HYMN #308

All: v. 1, 3, 5, 6
Women: v. 2
Men: v. 4
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SENDING HYMN #290
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