
 

   

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

December 1, 2019 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531 Ÿ www.emanuellutheran.org 



 

 2 

  

Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
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Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you 
by introducing yourself to those you encounter and please 
be sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Jim Barton 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council members – Mike Epting and Rick Unruh 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, 
and Dennis Strand 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 2019  9:30 am 

PRELUDE Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying Robert A. Hobby 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying ELW  #436 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Candle of Hope) 

SING after Reading: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 
the deliverer who sets us free.  

C Amen 

P Let us come before the living God in confession. 

p As we wait and watch for the promised 
day of salvation, 

C we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. 
Reveal all that we keep inside. 
To you, O God, we confess our sins, 
known and unknown. 
Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. 
Make us reflections of the radiant love 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 

P Beloved children of the Most High, 
you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all. 
Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, 
where sin is washed away in the river of life. 
Dwell peacefully in the loving arms 
of the one who nurtures all creation. 
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Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal 

reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us 

walk in the light of that Lord now!” 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 4He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

 5O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the Lord! 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 122 

 1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 

 2Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 

 3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord. 

 5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 

 7Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 

 9Because of the house of the | Lord our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.” 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 

coming in the future. 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 24. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our 

normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, 

because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

ADVENT SONG Rise, Shine, You People!. v. 1 ELW #665 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase 

HYMN OF THE DAY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW #242 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
  Response: … Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the 

Peace. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace, let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

 10 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

(You are invited to join hands if so moved) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 

Feast at the banquet of hope and love.  

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome. White grape juice is available 
in the second cup for those who prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW #247 

 My Lord, What a Morning ELW #438 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God of abundance, 

we give you thanks that in this holy meal 
you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 
May the taste of your love remain with us, 
and may our words and our work in your name 
invite others into your bountiful grace. 
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, 
even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.  

 C Amen 
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SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE:  We respond to God’s gifts with gratitude. Collection of financial 
commitments and praise cards. 

 OFFERTORY Once He Came in Blessing J. S. Bach 

SENDING 
P Gracious God, 

assist those who go out to share this meal with those 
who are sick, injured, homebound, saddened or imprisoned. 
Let the sacrament prepared at this table and 
blessed by your word strengthen those who receive the Bread & Wine. 
Encourage them by your presence & heal them by your grace. 

C Amen 

BLESSING 
P May God, who gathers us in love, 

lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. 
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, 
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. 
May God, who fills us with good things, 
lead you in pathways of equity and abundance. 

The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN The King Shall Come ELW #260 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE The King Shall Come Michael Burkhardt 
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Cantor ................................................................................................................... David Holtz 

Communion Assistant.................................................................................. Barbara Crawford 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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Notes for December 1, 2019 

First Sunday in Advent 

 

1) A sculpture based on Isaiah 2:4 and called “Let us Beat Swords into Plowshares” by 

artist Yevgeny Vuchetich is on display in the north garden area at the United Nations 

in New York City. Think about how this verse & art like this elicit a deep desire for 

peace among nations. 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Psalm 122 is a Song of Praise & Prayer for Jerusalem. It is a call to pray for peace, 

specifically for the Holy City, Jerusalem. Do you have a place where you feel 

particularly close to God and are more likely or able to pray for peace while in that 

place? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) The Lutheran Study Bible calls Romans 13:11-14 “an urgent appeal.” Paul tried to 

encourage people to live as though the last day was upon them. We, along with the 

generations who have lived before us, are instructed to live “in the light & act 

honorably, in readiness for the day of salvation.” What do you wonder about the day 

of Christ’s return? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) A new Liturgical year begins today & we step into the Gospel of Matthew for the year. 

Instead of beginning at the beginning, we start near the end, not too long before the 

events of Holy week unfold. At this point, Matthew & others had been waiting about 

50 years for Christ to return. While Matthew likely wants to reinforce a literal 

expectation of the return of the Son of Man, his deeper concern is with shaping the 

lives of those in his church so that they practice “kingdom of God living,” in the here 

and now. How are we to live in this in-between time in a way that expresses an 

urgency without exhorting panic as some traditions are wont to do? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) What is your Advent discipline? One suggestion from Sundays & Seasons worship 

planning resource is to become aware of the things that “cumber” up our lives and to 

do some paring down, sharing with others those items you no longer use or need. 

What are you “cumbered” with that you could let go of?  

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the church cries to you. Strengthen the 
church in the land of Jesus’ birth. Wherever Christians gather, empower them to proclaim love 
and defy the powers of sin and evil. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your creation cries to you. Sustain the 
balance of all living things. Protect the earth from drought, bitter cold, eroding coastlines, and 
fires and floods, that the earth may flourish. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the nations cry to you. Bring justice to 
the marginalized, courage to peacemakers, wisdom to leaders, and hope to generations who 
have only known conflict, oppression, or poverty. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your people cry to you. Comfort those 
separated from loved ones by distance, estrangement, or loss. Help us as we care for others 
and rely on others’ care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, this congregation cries to you. Guide our 
worship, service, and outreach, that our hearts and hands may be opened in generosity 
toward others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 
aloud or in silence. (pause) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, we remember those whose days on 
earth have ended, who live now in your eternal love. Remind us of their faithful witness, that 
their example might inspire our daily living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and 
hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
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Entrance Hymn 
#436 
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Sermon Hymn 
#242 
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Sending Hymn #260 


