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Dennis Strand 
 

Treasurer 
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Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you 
by introducing yourself to those you encounter and please 
be sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Jim Barton 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council members – Mike Epting and Rick Unruh 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, 
and Dennis Strand 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 2019  9:30 am 

PRELUDE Variations on “:Puer Nobis” Michael Burkhardt 

CALL TO WORSHIP Verse for Advent 2 Barry L. Bobb 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW  #249 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Candle of Love) 

SING after Reading: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 

 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
 gently lead them homeward. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 
the deliverer who sets us free.  

C Amen 

P Let us come before the living God in confession. 

p As we wait and watch for the promised 
day of salvation, 

C we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. 
Reveal all that we keep inside. 
To you, O God, we confess our sins, 
known and unknown. 
Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. 
Make us reflections of the radiant love 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
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P Beloved children of the Most High, 
you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all. 
Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, 
where sin is washed away in the river of life. 
Dwell peacefully in the loving arms 
of the one who nurtures all creation. 
Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). 

Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 

harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 

  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 

Choir Refrain 
 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  Choir Refrain 

 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 

ALL: 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
      and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  Choir Refrain 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 15:4-13 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has 

welcomed them into God’s family. 

1 We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. 2 Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the 

neighbor. 3 For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who 

insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
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have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
    7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth 

of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that 

the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
    and sing praises to your name”; 
10 and again he says, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11 and again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
    and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12 and again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse shall come, 
    the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 3. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 

and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 
and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

ADVENT SONG Rise, Shine, You People!. v. 2 ELW #665 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase 

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now my People ELW #256 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
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  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
  Response: … Lord, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the 

Peace. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace, let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

(You are invited to join hands if so moved) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 

Feast at the banquet of hope and love.  

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome. White grape juice is available 
in the second cup for those who prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 

 



 

 13 

HEALING PRAYER 
Healing prayer and anointing are available during communion at the side kneeler. 

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Come, Though Long-Expected Jesus ELW #254 

 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You ELW #241 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God of abundance, 

we give you thanks that in this holy meal 
you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 
May the taste of your love remain with us, 
and may our words and our work in your name 
invite others into your bountiful grace. 
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, 
even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.  

 C Amen 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE:  We respond to God’s gifts with gratitude. Collection of financial 
commitments and praise cards. 

 OFFERTORY Prepare the Royal Highway Hal H. Hopson 
   Choir 
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SENDING 
P Gracious God, 

assist those who go out to share this meal with those 
who are sick, injured, homebound, saddened or imprisoned. 
Let the sacrament prepared at this table and 
blessed by your word strengthen those who receive the Bread & Wine. 
Encourage them by your presence & heal them by your grace. 

C Amen 

BLESSING 
P May God, who gathers us in love, 

lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. 
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, 
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. 
May God, who fills us with good things, 
lead you in pathways of equity and abundance. 

The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway ELW #264 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Prepare the Royal Highway Paul Manz 
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 **Please make your check payable to InterVarsity/USA and be sure to designate 

the ministry of staff member, Lauren McDermott as the recipient. Thank you!  

** 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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Notes for December, 8 2019 

Second Sunday in Advent 

 

1) This week the LOVE candle was lit. It also is often called the Bethlehem candle. What 

does God’s love mean in your day to day life? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Isaiah 11:1-10 foresees a peaceable kingdom where former enemies (wolf/lamb, the 

calf & lion, etc.) Where do you see the greatest hope in this lesson? Do you have 

“enemies” or even people you just don’t like that you hope someday you too, will be 

able to coexist in peace? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Psalm 72 is a prayer for God’s blessing upon a king. The Psalmists asks God to give 

the king guidance and support. Kings in Isaiah’s time often did not live up to God’s 

standards. Just as Isaiah hopes for a time of peacefulness this psalm reflects the 

same hope & that one day the perfect King (the Messiah) would come to bless not 

only Israel but all nations. Read the entire psalm and reflect on those words or 

phrases that catch your attention. 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Chapter 15 begins “we who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak – 

and not to please ourselves. What is Paul saying to you as a citizen of the 21st 

century? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) What do you love about John the Baptist? What about his story intrigues you the 

most?  

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) The Gospel of Matthew Ch. 15 records John’s words, saying “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near.”  In the Gospel of Mark Ch. 1 he writes that John the 

Baptist “appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sin.” Think about the difference in statements & why they are different. 

 ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

God of promise, your reign has come near. Call your people to the way of repentance and 
inspire your church to bear fruit in the world through acts of faithful service. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of creation, we pray for the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the calf, and all species 
whose lives are intertwined. Repair and preserve ecosystems, that all life on earth may be 
sustained. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of the nations, teach those with power and privilege to serve the vulnerable. Give to all 
leaders wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, and a heart of compassion for the 
world you so love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of the poor, set tables of abundance in all places where hands are empty, where 
stomachs ache with hunger, and where hearts and minds suffer pain. Feed and heal all who 
are in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of hope, renew in your people all joy and peace in believing, especially those facing 
anxiety, depression, or alienation. Guide this community of faith to welcome one another, just 
as Christ has welcomed us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 
aloud or in silence. (pause) Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of eternal life, you promise to take away our sin and gather us in your care forever. We 
give thanks for those who now rest from their labors on earth, freed from pain and the power 
of death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and 
hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #249 
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Sermon Hymn #256 
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Sending Hymn #264 


