
 

   

 

 

 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

January 5, 2020 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531 Ÿ www.emanuellutheran.org 



 

 2 

  

Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Suzanne Wilke 
 

Vice President  

Dennis Strand 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Mike Epting 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you 
by introducing yourself to those you encounter and please 
be sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Jim Barton 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council members – Mike Epting and Rick Unruh 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, 
and Dennis Strand 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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Second Sunday of Christmas 
January 5, 2020  9:30 am 

PRELUDE Stille Nacht Aaron David Miller 

 Go Tell It Timothy Albrecht 
 In Dulci Jubilo Norman Dello Joio 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ELW  #308 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Love from the beginning, 
Word made flesh, 
Breath of heaven. 

C Amen 

P Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, 
trusting in God’s endless mercy and love. 

 Merciful God, 

C we confess that we are not perfect. 
We have said and done things we regret. 
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, 
while denying it to others. 
We have resisted your call 
to be your voice in the world. 
Forgive us, loving God. 
Give us your righteousness, 
the strength to put aside our failures, 
and the courage to try again. Amen 

P Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
Christ the Savior is born! 
You are loved and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. 
You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God’s love is given to you 
as the most precious gift of all. 
Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 

 C Amen 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us 
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of 
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in 

her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to 

Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14  

 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. 

 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. 

 11May all kings bow | down before him, 
  and all the nations | do him service. 

 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 

 13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood | in his sight. 

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 3:1-12 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul 

and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 
3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 
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4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given 
me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 
10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal 
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in 
boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 2. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 2:1-12 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 

faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
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 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase  

HYMN OF THE DAY Bright and Glorious Is the Sky ELW #301 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 
  Response: … Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
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SHARING THE PEACE 

The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the 

Peace. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace, let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 



 

 13 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

(You are invited to join hands if so moved) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Love has come: God’s love for all people. 

Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome. White grape juice is available 
in the second cup for those who prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS The First Noel ELW #300 

 What Child Is This ELW #296 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Emmanuel, God with us, 

you grace us with life and breath 
and give us bread for the journey. 
Send us out in service to this world that you love, 
telling the amazing news of your coming 
to be Savior and Lord of all. 

 C Amen 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE:  We respond to God’s gifts with gratitude. Collection of financial 
commitments and praise cards. 

 OFFERTORY Carol of the Birds arr. Robert Wetzler 
   Special request by Alice Hoaglund 
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SENDING 
P Gracious God, 

assist those who go out to share this meal with those 
who are sick, injured, homebound, saddened or imprisoned. 
Let the sacrament prepared at this table and 
blessed by your word strengthen those who receive the Bread & Wine. 
Encourage them by your presence & heal them by your grace. 

C Amen 

RECOGNITION OF EMANUEL LUTHERAN DAY CARE’S 20 YEARS OF MINISTRY AND 
SERVICE 

BLESSING 
P Grace from God’s own heart, 

peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, 
and strength from the Spirit of life 
be blessings for you today and forever. 

C Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN As with Gladness Men of Old ELW #302 
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DISMISSAL 
A Christ is born! 

Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Gordon Young 

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 

Assisting Minister ............................................................................................... Paula Barton 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................... Chris Schmidt 

Ministers of the Word .................................................................................. Susan McCready 

Cantor ................................................................................................................. Paula Barton 

Communion Assistant.............................................................................................................  

Usher/Greeter ............................................................................................... Clarke/Rowland 

Altar Care .................................................................................................. Debbie Van Diepen 

 

 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright  © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by 
permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.  
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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Questions for the New Year 

 

 

1) Do you hear God’s words casually or are God’s words like oxygen for you? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Isaiah said, “lift up your eyes and look around” 60:4 

Why is that good advice for a new decade? Compare your willingness to look up 

with the Wise Men. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

3) The Wise Men were likely Zorastrian priests. They would’ve been considered 

part of the Gentile population. These people paid homage to the Christ Child, 

indicating religious pluralism has been a part of God’s plan from the beginning. 

How do you honor your neighbor’s piety—different from your own but real and 

valid to them? 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 

Faithful God, continue to provide dedicated leaders and passionate people for your church, so 
that wisdom and compassion in all its rich variety may be made known throughout the world. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, your glory shines around us in every star, creature, and person. Liberate us from 
the ways we destroy your creation. Free us to care for the earth so that all experience your 
bountiful goodness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Give your justice to the leaders of the world, O God. Endow them with humble courage to 
defend the cause of the poor and give deliverance to those in need, so that peace abounds in 
all countries. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

By the guidance of a star, you led the magi to pay homage to the Christ child. Protect new 
families, those who live alone, travelers, those who suffer loss, and all others in need. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Ever-present One, in Christ Jesus we boldly come before you in worship. Nurture and 
encourage all who gather for worship, those who serve in worship leadership roles, and all 
who participate in the work of this faith community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 

aloud or in silence. (pause) Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

Generous God, throughout time you have given us people who have shown us the gift of your 
grace. Inspire us by their faithfulness to serve you and all your people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #308 
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Sermon Hymn #301 
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Sending Hymn #302 


