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ASH WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 14, 2024 12:00 PM
GATHERING
OPENING HYMN Be Thou My Vision Page 13

PSALM 51:1-17 (read in unison)

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.

3For | know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.

4 Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

®Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.

®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.

’Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.

®Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

" Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.

2Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.

3Let me teach your ways to offenders,
and sinners shall be restored to you.

“Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
0O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.



ALL: '"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

GREETING
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,
*+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together....

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins
of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of
our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and
repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the
earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our
foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been
reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we
rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more
intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

FIRST READING: Joel 2:1-2,12-17
Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community lament.
The repentant community reminds God of his gracious character and asks God to spare the people,
lest the nations doubt God’s power to save.

Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near —

2a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them
in ages to come.

2Yet even now, says the LORD,
return to me with all your heart,



with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

Brend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the LORD, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and relents from punishing.

“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LORD, your God?

>Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly;

6 gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation;
assemble the aged;
gather the children,
even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her canopy.

7Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep.
Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD,
and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations.
Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

P: The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 6.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that
spiritual devotion must not be done for show.

“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you
have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly | tell
you, they have received their reward. *But when you give alms, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, *so that your alms may be done in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

®  “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly |
tell you, they have received their reward. °®But whenever you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.

6 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their
reward. ""But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, '®so that your
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

% Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; ?°but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2'For where
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your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL RESPONSE
MESSAGE Pastor Lyn Crase
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Jesus, Think on Me Page 14

INVITATION TO LENT

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s
mercy.

We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live
in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors,
and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. | invite you, therefore, to the
discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving
and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is notin us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P: For self-centered living,
and for failing to walk with humility and gentleness:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P: For longing to have what is not ours,
and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P: For misuse of human relationships,
and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
P: For jealousies that divide families and nations,

for rivalries that create strife and warfare:
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P: For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God,
and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P: For hurtful words that condemn,
and for angry deeds that harm:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P: Foridleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ,
and for squandering the gifts of love and grace:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an
invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and
forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the
springtime Easter feast to come.

P: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a
sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Come to the font.
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
Return to you seats for meditation and prayer until all have received ashes.
P: Accomplishin us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.
P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal
life.

Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION......congregation responds with “Your mercy is great.”
(Please be seated.)



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

A: In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace, let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.

P: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ;

who overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:




Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P:

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

Toyou, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P:

Come to the table of mercy, where the feast of life is spread.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN The Glory of These Forty Days Page 15

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

BLESSING

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen

CLOSING HYMN In the Cross of Christ | Glory Page 16
DISMISSAL

A: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
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OPENING HYMN

Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be fall,
0 |
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence My light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOW'rL.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, and purge a - way my sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, that, when the flood 1s  past,
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from self - 1sh pas-sions set me free and make me pure with- in.
let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.

through dark-ness and per - plex - 1 - ty point out your cho - sen way.

I

may the_e-ter - nal

Text: Synesiug of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.
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COMMUNION HYMN

The Glory of These Forty Days
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1 The glo - ry of these for - ty days we cel - e -
2 A - lone and fast - ing Mo - ses saw the lov - ing
3 So Dan - iel trained his mys - tic sight, de - liv - ered
4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, re - turn in
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brate with songs of praise; for Christ, through whom all
God who gave the Ilaw; and to E - =i - jah,
from the li - ons’ might; and John, the Bride - groom’s
fast and prayer to you. Our spir - its strength-en
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things were made, him - self has fast - ed and has prayed.
fast - ing, came the steeds and char - i - ots of flame.
friend, be - came the her - ald of Mes - si - ah’s name.
with your grace, and give us jJoy to see your face.

Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, I. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543
Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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CLOSING HYMN

In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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1 In the Cross of Christ I glo - ry, tow’r - ing
2 When the woes of life o’er - take me, hopes  de
3 When the sun of bliss 1s beam - ing light  and
4 Bane and  bless - ing, pain and  plea - sure, by the
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o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of
ceive, and fears an - noy, nev - er shall the
love up - on my way, from the Cross the
Cross  are sanc - . - fied; peace 18 there  that
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sa - cred sto - ry gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
Cross for - sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
ra - diance stream-ing adds more lus - ter (o the day.
knows no mea - sure, joys that through all time a - bide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867
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Our Mission

To share Christ’s unconditional love with
everyone.

Our Vision

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive,
and welcoming, as we reach out in service and
in witness to our neighborhood and the city
beyond.

We share a passion to nurture people in all
stages and circumstances of life.

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our
changing community in challenging cultural
times.

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy
Spirit in ministry to others.
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