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Servant of the Month: 

Rue Knoll 

Greetings from Pastor Bill 
“If one member suffers, all will 

suffer together with it; if one 

member is honored, all rejoice 

together with it.” 

 1 Corinthians 12:26 

Paul’s words ring out very strongly 

today when we contemplate the 

recent pain inflicted upon the 

community of Charleston, South 

Carolina shortly before Father’s 

Day. When the nine members of 

Mother Emanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church were 

assassinated during a Bible study, 

I couldn’t help but think of how 

common it is for the people of 

Emanuel, Modesto to be involved 

in a Bible study. We often give 

thanks to God that we live in a 

free country where we have the 

right to worship as we please. 

However, we must come to grips 

with the fact that in 2015, nine 

people were shot and killed simply 

because of the color of their skin. 

The whole Body of Christ cries in 

anguish. 

We have much that connects us 

with the Charleston congregation 

besides the name Emanuel. Two 

of the martyrs, Pastor Clementa 

Pinckney and Associate Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Simmons, were 

graduates of the Lutheran 

Theological Southern Seminary, 

an ELCA seminary. But the 

connections don’t stop there. The 

suspected shooter is a member of 

an ELCA congregation as well. 

When I hear the reports of 

witnesses to this tragic event, I am 

amazed at the powerful and 

loving words of faith that were 

spoken to the shooter as the nine 
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faced their impending death. 

When afterwards the families of 

the victims repeatedly expressed 

words of forgiveness and a 

concern for the soul of the 

shooter, I felt I was listening to one 

of the greatest sermons of all 

time. Emanuel (God With Us) is 

truly the right name for this 

congregation, a church which has 

stood strongly against the ravages 

of slavery, providing a safe haven 

for oppressed peoples, seeking out 

the lost, and serving the needy. To 

think that this particular 

congregation was targeted 

because of their activism for racial 

justice is appalling. 

The second part of the 1 

Corinthians verse reminds us when 

“one member is honored, all 

rejoice together with it.”  I would 

like to highlight something very 

healthy that is happening in the 

ELCA, something led by the youth. 

Did you know that it was very 

intentional for the planners of the 

up-coming ELCA youth gathering 

to choose the city of Detroit as its 

location?  The last two events, 

held 3 years apart, were in New 

Orleans. Like New Orleans after 

Katrina, Detroit is a city that has 

faced incredible economic 

hardship and distress. The 30,000 

plus young people who will travel 

there in July are doing so because 

they believe God sends us to 

where his people are hurting. 

Besides the economic boon to the 

community that will result, each 

and every participant will be 

involved in a service project for the 

community. What a witness! 

I also thank God that our Bishop 

Mark Holmerud and the synod 

council of the Sierra Pacific Synod 

have made dismantling racism a 

high priority. The synod continues 

to offer workshops to teach 

congregations how to do this vital 

work, how to be the presence of 

God in the communities where 

they are located. The next 

introductory workshop is 

scheduled for Saturday, July 25th 

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 

Auburn. For more info, log on to 

the Sierra Pacific Synod web site 

spselca.org. While you are on your 

computer, check out the many, 

many places where the ELCA 

through its Hunger and Disaster 

Appeals is reaching out to a 

hurting world with the same 

powerful and loving words of faith 

that were expressed in Charleston. 

(www.elca.org). 

Finally, I need to especially thank 

Pastor Roger Lee for stepping in at 

the last minute to preach for me 

after my recent emergency gall 

bladder surgery. Pastor Lee is very 

well known in our conference, 

having filled in at several 

congregations who were in 

transition or turmoil. I cannot tell 

you what a relief it was to know 

that Debbie Van Diepen, Kathleen 

From Pastor Bill, continued 
OUR MISSION 

Sharing Christ’s transforming grace 
with everyone. 

 

OUR VISION 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, 
supportive, and welcoming as we 
reach out in service and in witness to 
our neighborhood and the city 
beyond. We share a passion to 
nurture children, youth, and young 
adults. 

We aspire to grow in numbers and in 
Christian maturity in order to 
minister more effectively to a larger 
congregation and to a changing 
community. 

We seek always to be led by God’s 
spirit and to respond joyfully to 
God’s desire for our congregation. 

  

BOOK OF FAITH RESOLUTION 

Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
committing ourselves to live in and 
from the Word of God in all our 
meetings, assemblies, and events so 
that as we regularly and increasingly 
hear, read, study, share, and are 
engaged by God's Word, we lead by 
example in faithful service and holy 
living. 

Reuter, and Sue Wilke would have 

every last detail in place for worship to 

go smoothly when I finally admitted 

to myself that I could not be with you 

all on the 14th. And thank you to you, 

people of God, for sharing your loving 

thoughts, cards, and prayers for my 

recovery. That is the Body of Christ in 

action. 
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From Pastor Lyn 

Submitted by Rev. Lynnette Crase 

“For surely I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope. Then 

when you call upon me and come and 

pray to me, I will hear you. When you 

search for me, you will find me; if you 

seek me with all your heart.” 

 Jeremiah 29:11-13 NRSV 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of 

Emanuel,  

First, I want you to know how 

absolutely delighted I am to have 

been called to Emanuel Lutheran 

and eagerly anticipate the start of 

our ministry partnership!  I look 

forward to being your pastor and 

walking with you through life’s 

journey. It is exciting to wonder 

what God has planned for us as a 

Christian presence in Modesto and 

to consider how God will use each 

and every one of us in the 

community and the world. I believe 

it is a good time to be the church 

and I have great faith in the future of 

the church! Exploring together what 

“the church” can and will be today 

and in the years ahead will be filled 

with exciting opportunity and 

abundant blessing!  It is with that 

conviction of purpose I share with 

you a piece of Scripture that has 

deep meaning for me. 

When I began to discern God’s call 

to ministry, years ago, the above 

passage from the 29th chapter of 

Jeremiah became a close 

companion and continues to guide 

my thinking, prayer life, and all 

manner of discernment including 

this new call to Emanuel. I believe 

the “plans, future, and hope” God 

has for us are now intertwined so 

that as we intentionally keep God at 

the center of our lives everything we 

do will always and only honor God.  

I am grateful for the work the call 

committee has put into the call 

process. I understand it has been 

long and arduous. I am grateful for 

the council (past and present) and 

for all of you, the congregation, for 

your determined approach during 

this time of transition, ensuring a 

healthy place for a new pastor to 

step into. And, I am particularly 

grateful to Pastor Bill for the 

spiritual and practical leadership he 

has provided during his time with 

you.  

As I pack and prepare to move to 

California my heart is full - praising 

and thanking God - the One who 

brought us together and who is 

giving us a future and a hope.  

In Christ, Pastor Lyn  
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Using Your Spiritual Gifts 
(Gift Definitions Continued) 
Submitted by Stewardship Ministry Team 

Leadership: 

The gift that gives a believer the 

confidence to step forward, give 

direction and provide motivation to 

fulfill a dream or complete a task. 

He who exhorts, in his exhortation; 

he who contributes, in liberality; he 

who gives aid with zeal; he who 

does acts of mercy, with 

cheerfulness. (Romans 12:8) 

When they had finished breakfast, 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 

son of John, do you love me more 

than these?”  He said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; you know that I love you.”  He 

said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  A 

second time he said to him, “Simon, 

son of John, do you love me?” He 

said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Tend my sheep.” He said to him 

the third time, “Simon, son of John, 

do you love me?”  Peter was grieved 

because he said to him the third 

time, “Do you love me?”  And he 

said to him, “Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 

sheep.” (John 21:15-17) 

And I charge you in the presence of 

God and of Christ Jesus who is to 

judge the living and the dead, and 

by his appearing and kingdom: 

preach the word, be urgent in 

season and out of season, convince, 

rebuke, and exhort, be unfailing in 

patience and in teaching. For the 

time is coming when people will not 

endure sound teaching, but having 

itching ears they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their 

own likings, and will turn away from 

listening to the truth and wander 

into myths. As for you, always be 

steady, endure suffering, do the 

work of an evangelist, fulfil your 

ministry. (II Timothy 4:1-5) 

Do you put Christ first in your life?  

Do we share Christ’s love and 

grace with others?  Whenever we 

share Christ’s story with others, 

let’s remember to share sound 

doctrine.  

Mercy: 

The gift that 

motivates a 

believer to feel 

deeply for those 

in physical, 

spiritual, or emotional need and then 

act to meet that need. 

As he drew near to the gate of the 

city, behold, a man who had died 

was being carried out, the only son 

of his mother, and she was a widow; 

and a large crowd from the city was 

with her. And when the Lord saw 

her, he had compassion on her and 

said to her, “Do not weep.”  And he 

came and touched the bier, and the 

bearers stood still. And he said, 

“Young man, I say to you, arise.”  

And the dead man sat up, and 

began to speak. And he gave him to 

his mother. (Luke 7:12-15) 

The Good Samaritan  (Luke 10:30-

37) 

“Then the King will say to those at 

his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of 

my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world;  for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you visited me, I was in 

prison and you came to 

me.’” (Matthew 25:34-36). 

Do you love God with all your 

heart and your neighbor as 

yourself? 

As we await our new Pastor, we 

must remember to continue to use 

our spiritual gifts and be mindful 

to keep our church strong and 

growing. Once she is here, we all 

need to continue our work in order 

to support her as well as our 

church. Remember the ministries 

you've signed up for last 

November and make every effort 

possible to follow through with 

your commitments. 
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Servant of the Month 

July’s Servant of the Month is Rue 

Knoll. 

Rue has been a member of Emanuel 

for forty years and the leader of our 

Fellowship ministry at Emanuel for 

several years. She is often asked to 

organize potlucks for various special 

events, such as when we met Pastor 

Lyn for the first time last month. 

Sometimes these requests are on 

relatively short notice, but Rue’s 

“can do” attitude invariably shines 

through.  

Rue represents Fellowship on 

Council (joined now by Susan Hall), 

and often announces special events 

initiated by her committee. One of 

Rue’s real strengths is her ability to 

work well with others and share the 

heavy responsibilities. If you have 

been “volunteered” by Rue, you 

probably did not object and were 

likely rewarded with her genuine 

gratitude. 

Rue often reports to council that a 

specific event has gone well simply 

because so many people pitched in 

and helped without even being 

asked. She does an amazing job of 

accepting such help and allowing 

things to proceed smoothly. 

Fellowship is clearly one of our 

strengths at Emanuel and Rue is one 

of the big reasons why we do so well 

at this ministry. 

July News 

E-Waste Fundraiser 

Hold the date for the Girl Scout 

Troop 724 e-

waste recycling 

fundraiser. This 

recycle event is 

tentatively 

scheduled for 

Sept. 26 from 9 

am to 1 pm. See the June Echoes, 

available on the website, for details. 

Circle Meetings  

Rebecca Circle will be taking a 

vacation for the months of July and 

August. We’ll be back in September; 

details in August Echoes. 

Thursday Bible Study 

Thursday, July 2 at 9:30 am we’ll be 

meeting at Casa De Modesto 

Retirement Center, 1745 Eldena 

Way, Modesto. Check at the front 

entrance to be shown to our 

meeting room. We have 

homebound members at Casa De 

and we look forward to seeing them 

and bringing our Bible Study to 

them. We will study 1 John 5. 

The rest of July we will be meeting 

on Thursday mornings at 9:30 in 

Katie's Room at Emanuel. We’ll 

finish up 2 John, 3 John and Jude. 

There will be no Thursday Bible 

Study during August! 

Banner Dedication 

On June 14, we dedicated a banner 

that members of Thursday morning 

Bible study and Altar Guild donated 

in memory of Marcy Rudolph. We 

will use this banner during Lent.  

Marcy’s family, including daughter 
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July News, continued 

Karen, son-in-law Mike and 

granddaughter Kelly Gratigny, 

attended the dedication. 

Marcy was an active member of the 

Thursday morning Bible study and 

the Altar Guild.  We will miss her. 

Alley Alert! Keep them Clear 
& Fire Free! 

The drought has made everything 

bone dry, but it also means fire 

could easily be started with an 

ember from the upcoming 4th of 

July fireworks in your neighborhood. 

Once a fence catches fire, the entire 

block could be affected and possibly 

houses too. 

PLEASE take the time now to look 

at your alleyway and clean up any 

excess weeds and/or flammable 

objects. If your alley needs clearing, 

talk to your neighbors and work 

together to help prevent a disaster 

and stay safe. 

Paul’s Pilgrimage 

Planning for the Pilgrimage event 

continues, but re-scheduled to 

August 29 and 30. We have chosen 

15 particular facets of Paul’s 

journeys in Acts to learn more about 

how the early church developed, to 

understand the particular struggles 

that Paul and new Christians faced, 

and to compare these struggles to 

what we as modern-day Christians 

face. 

To really feel the power of the Spirit 

working in the journeys, we will be 

using the style of improv theater. 

Key characters enact the events. 

Everyone gets to bear witness to the 

power of events as they enfold… 

You. Are. There. 

Our hope is that this is a moving, 

“grown-up” VBS event. If you would 

like to play a role, yay! If you just 

want to watch, yay! Please do! 

Sign-ups are welcomed and 

encouraged. If you have questions, 

contact Lois Owen, Paula Barton or 

Karen and Roger Lee. 

Sierra Pacific Synod 
Resources 

In his article, Pastor Bill points out 

that the synod website, spelca.org, 

offers a wealth of useful 

information. One page, which you 

can easily find, offers downloads of 

the Sierra Pacific weekly newsletter. 

The June 18 issue lists a number of 

interesting and timely workshops 

and continuing education 

opportunities. 

These include: 

“Dismantling Racism: An 

Introductory Workshop”, on 

Saturday, July 25th at Bethlehem 

Lutheran in Auburn (see Bill’s 

article). 

“I Was Hungry, I was Thirsty, I was in 

Prison and …”, on Saturday, 

October 24, 2015 9:30 am to 4:30 

pm at Lutheran Church of the 

Incarnation, Davis, CA. Learn how 

faith and justice are intertwined in a 

hungry world. This educational 

workshop by the Sierra Pacific 

Synod Hunger Network explores 

both the life-saving work of the 

ELCA Hunger Appeal, and how 

reforming mass incarceration 

policies and practices is crucial to 

ending hunger and poverty in this 

country. 

“Minimize Debt, Optimize Assets, 

and Strategize for Retirement”, on 

Monday, August 24 from 9 am to 6 

pm at The Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd, 1615 Morse 

Avenue, Sacramento. This is a 

seminar on the fundamentals of 

personal finance. An Ernst & Young 

certified financial planner will be 

there to share information on 

financial topics. 
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Report of the 2015 Sierra Pacific Synod 
Assembly 

Submitted by Paula Kroeze 

The theme of this year’s assembly 

was, “Connections”.  Quilts were 

used to show how we are all 

connected.  Pieces of fabric have no 

purpose, but put them together and 

they are beautiful and functional.  

The same is true 

with us as 

individuals and 

congregations.  

Mostly, the focus 

of connections 

was about each 

congregation 

being connected 

to the 

communities we are planted in.    

The PEW report was brought up 

several times.  It reported on the 

loss of membership and attendance 

in Christian churches in the last 

decades.  This is happening in most 

denominations, not just Lutherans.  

The bishop reminded us that in 1988 

there were around 90,000 people in 

Sierra Pacific Synod churches.  Now 

it is around 45,000.  This while the 

population of the areas we live in 

have increased.  This has possibly 

left us wondering, “How do we fit 

in?” 

The keynote speaker, Dr. Colleen 

Windham-Hughes, suggests we 

could, and 

should, relate 

to being in 

exile.  And, we 

should reflect 

on the 

messages of 

the prophets of Israel during their 

exile.  She chose Jeremiah 29:5.  

God tells the people in exile to build 

houses and live in them.  Plant 

gardens and eat what they produce.  

Marry and have children.  Mostly, to 

“seek the welfare of the city where I 

have sent you into exile, pray to the 

Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare, 

you will find your welfare.”  In other 

words, get out there and be a part 

the community where I planted you.  

Dr. Windham-Hughes explained 

that we are no longer in 

communities where bringing people 

into church works.  It is time for us 

to go out into the communities.  

Spread the Word out, not bring 

people in.   

The Bishop selected Ezekiel 37:7-10 

for the scripture verses for the 

assembly.  Rev. Jeff Thiemann led 

the study based 

on these verses 

and began at 

verse 1.  Basically, 

it is about Ezekiel 

in the field of dry 

bones.  This 

prophesy comes 

when the people are in exile and at a 

point when they have lost all hope.  

In ten short verses Ezekiel goes 

from walking among the dry bones, 

to being among a whole, strong, 

healthy vast multitude of people.  

How?  We must observe that first 

and foremost God PUTS Ezekiel in 

the valley of dry bones.  AND, 

Ezekiel must be there with them 

and walking around them. Then, 

God, tells Ezekiel to participate, to 

stay with them, he must talk with 

them, prophesy. Then God breathes 

on them and they become the 

whole, healthy, strong vast 

multitude.  Rev. Thiemann 

continues, “What does that say to 

us?”  Are we Ezekiel or the valley of 

dry bones?  Clearly, we are 

instructed to get into the 

community and spread God’s word.   

There was a lot going on at this 

year’s assembly.  Too much for one 

article.  I am planning on reporting 

in several installments over the next 

several months.  For the business of 

the assembly we elected synod 

council members, delegates to the 

ELCA assembly in 2016, the budget 

was adopted, and a few resolutions 

were passed.  If you have questions 

on these you can ask Paula Barton, 

myself or Arie Kroeze.  Or go to  the 

Sierra Pacific Synod website.   

Thank you for sending us to synod 

assembly.  It was, as always, a 

wonderful experience.  
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On Sunday, June 21, we blessed our new Council members.  

Introducing the 2015/2016 Council 
Submitted by Suzanne Wilke and Mike Clarke  

Teri Scott 
Spiritual Life 

Debbie VanDiepen 
Council Secretary 

David Holtz 
President 

Tom Hardin 
Property  

Dianne Santana 
Worship  

Jim Barton 
VP, Stewardship 

Karl Williams 
Outreach 

Lois Owen 
Spiritual Life 

Brian Skustad 
Property 

Mike Epting 
Social Media  

Rue Knoll 
Fellowship 

Hailey Rios 
Youth and Children  

Susan Hall 
Fellowship  

Bob Reuter 
Treasurer, Resources  
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Suzanne Wilke opened the meeting  

so the new council could formally 

elect their officers (see previous 

page). In addition to these officers, 

council elected the members of the 

Endowment Committee: Bob 

Reuter, Dick Norquist, Bill 

Reinheimer, and Bob Shank. 

Call Committee Update 

Although Pastor Crase technically 

has 30 days to respond to our call, 

she has begun the process of 

moving to Modesto. She is getting 

bids for the move. Bill Reinheimer is 

helping her to find a place to live. 

She plans to bring her mother to 

Modesto with her. She hopes to be 

in place before August 1. 

Worship 

Pastor Bill is recovering from illness. 

The Worship committed handled his 

absence competently, with help 

from Pastor Lee. We kept the cranes 

up in the sanctuary for David’s 

grandson’s baptism, but they will be 

replaced with new Pentecost-

appropriate decorations afterwards. 

Dianne Santana is the new Worship 

representative on Council. 

Day Care 

Daycare has had an excellent year, 

in every way. Numbers are down 

slightly, as expected this time of 

year. Extra cameras have been 

installed per last month’s discussion. 

The Daycare board plans some 

facilities upgrades. None are major 

and likely they will be accomplished 

with existing funds. 

Resource 

Bob Reuter presented May 

financials. The fiscal year predictions 

used for the new budget appear 

accurate. In general, we are healthy, 

but with new pastoral expenses the 

coming year may be challenging. 

The Endowment Fund has disbursed 

about $25,000 for necessary 

expenses since its inception. Despite 

that, the current balance is $11,000 

more than its initial funding balance. 

Property 

The church’s phone system failed 

and could not be repaired due to its 

age. The original installer provided 

excellent emergency service and we 

now have a new system. This 

system is on a 60 month lease at a 

cost of $168/month for all phone 

and internet equipment. Council 

approved this expense. 

We are no longer watering the 

“outside” landscaping. 

The Property committee has begun 

to organize building and grounds 

documents. Currently only a few 

people know details that may 

someday be vitally important, so we 

need to capture and preserve their 

knowledge. 

Spiritual Life 

The Paul’s Pilgrimage event has 

been rescheduled to August 29/30, 

hopefully enabling more people to 

attend. A consequence, however, is 

that roles must be reassigned and 

volunteers are needed. 

Outreach 

Family Promise will be at Emanuel 

the last week of July. The 

committee wants to host an adult 

Sunday school hour on the topic of 

“wise donations”. They may have a 

formal presentation followed by 

discussion. 

Fellowship 

The “Meet and Greet” potluck was 

excellent. We plan another such 

event to say goodbye to Pastor Bill 

and Susan, tentatively scheduled for 

July 26. 

June Council Notes 
Submitted by Debbie Van Diepen 

  MAY INCOME MAY EXPENSES MONTHLY 

GAIN/LOSS 

General Fund 17,869 (13,332) 4,537 

Building Fund 7,723 (7,170) 553 

Day Care 27,506 (23,107) 4,399 

TOTALS 53,098 (43,610) 9,488 
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July Prayer Requests 

New Prayer Requests: 
 
 Lisa Dieterich and Jennifer Turner—surgery/healing (Dieterich) 
 Roger Warner and Ian & Marian McKenzie—health (Schmidt) 
 Marsha Schlipman—health (Nelson) 
 The family of Donna Roninger—comfort for their loss (Wilke)  

Our Members: Our Homebound Members: 

 Drew Shank 
 Ben Knoll 
 Lori Knoll 

 Susan Hayes 
 Carolyn Crenwelge 
 Bob Dailey 

  Harvey Hardel 
 Florence Broden 
 Kay Altmas 

 Shelda Fritts 
 Alma Johnson 
 Esther Johnson 

Our Friends:  

 Priscilla Pino, Lisa Nixon (Ixcot) 
 Tom Aja (Crawford) 

 Dr. Roger Vogelzang and family, Bethany & Jerry 
Metcalf, and Elizabeth & Kevin Duggan (Reinheimer);  

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces. 

 Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Lakenheath Air Base, England and Joey Sabel, USMC in Louisville, KY (Marilyn & Chuck 
Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law) 

 Capt. Timothy Kramer in Afghanistan (Megan Armes’ brother) 
 Ryan Powell, USN, Connecticut (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) 

Our Family:  

 Miriam Vejby (Sizemore) 
 Stephen Thoresen (Hoaglund) 
 Sharon (Owen) 

 Elisabeth Maddox and baby Julianne (Jones) 
 Alice Pitts (Turner) 
 Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer)  

Please resubmit the names of any friends or family 

members who are currently in need of prayer so that 

this list can be updated. Thank you!  

July Birthdays 
Birthday Blessing Sunday is July 19 

All those celebrating their births during the month of July will 
receive a Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. 
Don't miss out! 

7/2 Connie Petersen 7/12 Yvonne Troedson   

7/6 Bob Koehler 7/13 Alice Hoaglund   

7/6 Debra Van Diepen 7/14 John Wilson  7/22 John Turner   

7/8 Janice Watkins 7/16 Barbara Bauman  7/23 Peter Cousins  7/27 William Reinheimer  

7/10 Linda Nelson 7/19 Patricia Smith  7/24 Barbara Vukich  7/29 Elena Wilson  

7/12 Arie Kroeze 7/21 Karryn Salonen  7/26 Michael Epting  7/31 Tamera Gierhan  
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[Perhaps, this month only, you 

shouldn’t skip this. If the paper is 

wet while you read it, you are 

feeling what I’m feeling.] 

Pastor Bill wrote of the behavior of 

the families of those killed in church 

in Charleston, SC. I searched for and 

found some of their words and offer 

them to you here. 

Alana Simmons, who lost her 

grandfather, the Rev. Daniel 

Simmons said to Roof: 

"Although my grandfather and the 

other victims died at the hands of 

hate, this is proof — everyone's plea 

for your soul is proof they lived in love 

and their legacies will live in love, so 

hate won't win." 

Nadine Collier, daughter of victim 

Ethel Lance: 

"I forgive you. You took something 

very precious away from me. I will 

never get to talk to her ever again. I 

will never be able to hold her again, 

but I forgive you. Have mercy on your 

soul. You hurt me. You hurt a lot of 

people. But God forgive you, and I 

forgive you." 

Myra Thompson was teaching the 

Bible study class the evening of the 

shooting. Anthony Thompson, 

grandson of 59-year-old Myra 

Thompson: 

"I forgive you and my family forgives 

you. But we would like you to take 

this opportunity to repent. Repent. 

Confess. Give your life to the one who 

matters the most, Christ, so He can 

change your ways no matter what 

happens to you and you'll be OK. Do 

that, and you'll be better off than you 

are right now."  

Bethane Middleton-Brown appeared 

in court on behalf of her sister, the 

Rev. DePayne Middleton Doctor: 

"For me, I'm a work in progress and I 

acknowledge that I'm very angry. We 

have no room for hate. We have to 

forgive. I pray God on your soul. And I 

also thank God I won't be around 

when your judgment day comes with 

him."  

Felecia Sanders survived the 

Wednesday night attack by 

pretending to be dead, but lost her 

son Tywanza: 

"We welcomed you Wednesday night 

in our Bible study with open arms. 

You have killed some of the most 

beautifulest people that I know. Every 

fiber in my body hurts ... and I'll never 

be the same. Tywanza was my hero. 

As we said in Bible Study, we enjoyed 

you but may God have mercy on you." 

The judge, Chief Magistrate James 

Gosnell, said: 

“Charleston is a very strong 

community. We 

have big hearts. 

We’re a very loving 

community. We’re 

going to reach out 

to everyone, all 

victims, and we will 

touch them.” 

“We have victims, 

nine of them. But we also have 

victims on the other side. There are 

victims on this young man’s side of 

the family. Nobody would have ever 

thrown them into the whirlwind of 

events that they have been thrown 

into. We must find it in our heart, at 

some point in time, not only to help 

those that are victims but to also help 

his family as well.” 

National Public Radio's Scott Simon 

tweeted after watching the family 

members:  

"I try to avoid 'awed' because it's 

overused. But I am awed by the 

forgiveness of families of those killed 

in Charleston." 

Charles C.W. Cooke of National 

Review wrote on Twitter: 

"I am a non-Christian, and I must say: 

This is a remarkable advertisement 

for Christianity." 

CJ Werleman, a writer for the online 

news site Middle East Eye, tweeted: 

"I'm an atheist, but watching the 

victim's relatives offer forgiveness to 

Dylann Roof is an inspiring testimony 

to religious faith." 

Charleston Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. 

said (and he gets the last word): 

"A hateful person came to this 

community with some crazy idea he'd 

be able to divide, but all he did was 

unite us and make us love each other 

even more."  

Epilogue 
(You may safely skip this…) 

by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor 
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