
  

 

 

 

 

 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 24, 2014 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531    www.emanuellutheran.org 

I will give you the keys 

of the kingdom of 

heaven… 

Matthew 16:19 
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Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Dianne Finnecy 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Robin Swearingen 
 

Secretary 

Paula Braxton 
 

 

Council Officers   

President 

Suzanne Wilke 
 

Vice President  

David Holtz 
 

Treasurer 

Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 
Debbie Van Diepen 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Service Time 9:30 a.m. ............................................ Page 3 
Announcements and Prayer Concerns ................... Page 15 

Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you  
by filling out a worship attendance form  (located in your 

bulletin) and placing it in the offering plate. 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family: 

Council member – Mary Murray 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Lois Owen 

Worship: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Outreach: 

Council members – David Holtz and Karl Williams 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 
Council members – Tom Hardin and Brian Skustad 

Fellowship: 

Council member – Rue Knoll 

Technology/Communications: 

Council member – Mike Epting 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Council member – Debbie Van Diepen 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 
Team members: Pat Norquist, Rob Shank, Bill Reinheimer 
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11TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 24, 2014  9:30 AM 
 

PRELUDE Andante Cantabile, Symphony No. 4 Charles-Marie Widor 

WELCOME 

ENTRANCE HYMN Built on a Rock Red Book #652 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Please rise. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (A brief silence for 

reflection.) Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen 

(See next page for Now the Feast and Celebration) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that 
we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C Amen 

P Please be seated. 

FIRST READING Isaiah 51:1-6 Bible page 667-668 

L A reading from Isaiah. 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God 
offers comfort to Zion. God's deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

you that seek the LORD. 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 

and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

but I blessed him and made him many. 
3For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

he will comfort all her waste places, 

and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4Listen to me, my people, 
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and give heed to me, my nation; 

for a teaching will go out from me, 

and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

my salvation has gone out 

and my arms will rule the peoples; 

the coastlands wait for me, 

and for my arm they hope. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

the earth will wear out like a garment, 

and those who live on it will die like gnats;  

but my salvation will be forever, 

and my deliverance will never be ended. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 138 

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

     before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

     for you have glorified your name and your word 

     a- | bove all things. 
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3When I called, you | answered me; 

     you increased my | strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

     when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 
5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

     that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

     perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

     you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

     your right | hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

     O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; 

     do not abandon the works | of your hands. 

SECOND READING Romans 12:1-8 Bible page 1033-1034 

L A reading from Romans. 

In response to God's merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. 
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by this age, but are transformed by the Spirit's 
renewing work. God's grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all 
forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we 
have many members, and not all the members have the same function,5so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the 
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exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation. 

THE GOSPEL Matthew 16:13-20 Bible page 893-894 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

At a climactic point in Jesus' ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God," and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the 
very gates of Hades. 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14And they said, "Some say 

John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets." 15He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16Simon Peter 

answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 17And Jesus answered 

him, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I 

will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

Lord, to whom shall we go?   You have the words of eternal life. 
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will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven." 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was 

the Messiah. 

L The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL RESPONSE (See previous page for Gospel Acclamation) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

SERMON  Dianne Finnecy 

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be Red Book #685 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

A With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying 
for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation. You are invited to 
kneel. (A brief silence.) 
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A Lord of the church, remind us that though we are many, we are one body in 

Christ. Teach us to use our grace-given gifts with generosity, compassion, and 

humility. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your Spirit blows over all the wild places of this earth, reminding us who is in 

control. Preserve the wilderness areas and coastlands, and help us minimize 

our impact upon the land. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Transform all nations by renewing the minds of their people. Provide adequate 

educational facilities and well-trained teachers for students of every age so that 

they learn, grow, and fulfill your purpose for their lives. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Stretch out your hand to preserve us from trouble and deliver us from poverty. 

We pray for peace and reconciliation among all people. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Give a discerning spirit to our congregation as we prepare for outreach 

ministries, programming for families and youth, and meaningful worship. 

Assign each member a measure of faith to make your vision a reality. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A We give you heartfelt thanks for the diligent leadership and faithful service of 

those who have died and now rest in you (especially the apostle Bartholomew). 

Continue to build your church upon that strong and enduring foundation. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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A Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen 

SHARING THE PEACE 

P Please rise. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Please be seated as we collect the offering. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 Andante Felix Mendelssohn 
OFFERING 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us 
to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever.  

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

BLESSING 

P May God the sower make you good and fertile soil. May Christ the seed bloom 
and grow in your words and actions. May the fruitful Spirit bring forth a 
bountiful yield in your lives. God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you 
now and forever. 

C Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission Red Book #576 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Built on a Rock David Cherwien 
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THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

Presiding Minister .......................................................................... Dianne Finnecy 
Assisting Minister............................................................................... Paula Barton 
Lector ........................................................................................... Susan McCready 
Usher/Greeter ................................................................................... Owen Family 
Altar Team ................................................................................ Marsha Waggoner 
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Announcements 
 

 

 
Flowers on the altar are given by Bob and Kathleen Reuter in 
memory of Kathleen’s father Pat Massingill. 

Flowers are also given by Alice Hoaglund, thanking God for the 
many family birthdays and anniversaries in July and August. 

 
Choir Rehearsal is this morning at 10:45 
 
All God’s Creatures 
There will be a “Blessing of the Animals” by Pastor Roger on Saturday, September 20 at 5:30 pm for our 
Stewardship Kick-Off. This is a special time for all ages to bring any or all for the animals in your 
household. Even if you’re not bringing an animal, come for the fellowship. Emanuel’s Youth will be 
serving root beer floats. Mark your calendar so you won’t miss it! 

Where in the World is Jesus? Remember Jesus in your travels and be sure to mark the map in the 

Narthex. 
 

You Have the Words of Eternal Life 

Yes, YOU! 

Peter said it about Jesus. But now Jesus says it about you. “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations … teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19-20) These 
are the words with which our Lord commissions all of his disciples. When we read the words of 
scripture during the service on Sunday we are sharing the words of eternal life. The redeemed life. 
The new life in Christ. The life that lasts—eternally. 
 

It is no small task. While it may be true that anybody can read, not every 
reading is riveting. But we might also agree that the words of eternal life 
ought to, need to, and certainly can engage our imaginations, help us 
understand the law’s demands, and assure us of God’s grace. 
 

We will provide a workshop at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, September 9 in which we 
will explore many ways and means to improve our reading of scripture aloud 
in worship. If you are currently serving as a reader or assistant minister, or if 
you are interested in exploring this opportunity to serve, this one’s for you. 
Come find out how you can make a difference! 
 

After all, we have the words of eternal life to share, and we want to sound like 
it!  
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Family Promise Opportunity: 
Celebrate Labor Day week by spending a night at the Hotel 
Emanuel or (provide and) enjoy a meal with some (new) 
friends around a communal table in a lovely dining room with 
high vaulted ceilings. Limited reservations are being taken on 
the sign-up chart in the Narthex. Don’t wait. Sign up today. 

Stewardship Ministry Message: Support and Strengthen Emanuel’s Future 
Are we helping to build Emanuel’s Future congregation? Our Emanuel 
congregation has been blessed with many volunteers since we’ve been without a 
Pastor. During worship Emanuel’s families have a Children’s Time (occasionally a 
children’s song) and a Children’s Church with Debbie and Mary.  For the older 
children there is a Youth Group run by parents and volunteers. We also have a 
great campus and a giving congregation.   

Jesus loves each of us (John 3:16) and God is Love (1 John 4:8). The Love of God 
calls us to service. Paul invested his time with the next generation of believers. 
The children of Emanuel are our future! In Matthew 19:14 Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs.” Proverbs 22:6 says:  Train children in the right way, 
and when old, they will not stray. Emanuel’s children need to be in church on 
Sundays. Are we encouraging Emanuel’s parents and their children? The May 
issue of The Lutheran addressed this topic. It suggested some ways to support 
families and children in worship: 

 Smile and greet families. Thank the parents for bringing their children to 
worship. Learn the children’s names, greet them at their level, and tell them 
how happy you are to see them in church. 

 Know where the worship bags for children are and encourage families to use 
them. Children learn about worship by being in church. 

So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to 
those who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10 Blessed be those who 
bring children to worship. Our children are one of Emanuel’s resources. Are you 
being a good steward with our resources? How can you help? Let’s pray for the 
future of Emanuel and God’s direction. 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Bible Readings 

August 31 
Time After Pentecost 

September 7 
Time After Pentecost 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 
Psalm 119:33-40 
Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:16-20 

Date 
Presiding 
Minister 

Assistant 
Minister 

Lector/CA 
Communion 

Assist 
Acolyte 

Usher  
Greeter 

Altar  
Care 

Aug 31 
Pr. Bill  

Ruth 

Kathleen 

Reuter 
 

Chris 

Schmidt 

Emily 

Cline 

Petersen  

Family 

Pat 
Norquist 

Sep 7 
Pr. Lee 

Heim 

Garry  

Hayes 

Beth  

Rokaitis 

Dave  

Henke 
 

Fox  

Family 

Pat 
Norquist 

Sep 14 
Dianne 
Finnecy 

David  

Holtz 
  

Kailyn 

Knoll 

Smith/ 

Knoll 

Pat 
Norquist 

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

ECHOES 

DEADLINE 

 7 am 

Men's Bible 

Study @ 

Mimi's 

9:30 am 

Adult 

Bible 

Study 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 FAMILY 

PROMISE 

      9:30 

Communion 

Service 
 

 

7:30 pm 

Women’s Bible 

Study @ B. 

Schroeder’s 

     10:45 

Choir 

Rehearsal 
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New Prayer Requests:  Dawn, Keith and Ed—health & healing (Dieterich); Sheila 
Barton—healing (Barton); Doyle Williams, Gene Loftis—healing (Teaney); Teri 
Scoot—healing & well-being (Taylor) 

Our Members:  Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Susan Hayes; Dianne Santana; 
Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey 

Our Homebound Members: Harvey Hardel, Florence Broden, Kay Altmas, Shelda 
Fritts; Alma Johnson, Betty Mason 

Our Family:  Please be sure to update on-going prayer requests in writing to the 
church office. Thank you! 

Our Friends:  Please be sure to update on-going prayer requests in writing to the 
church office. Thank you! 

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving 
in our armed forces. 
 

Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Lakenheath Air Base, England 
and Joey Sabel, USMC in Louisville, Kentucky (Marilyn & 
Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law), Timothy 

Kramer  in Afghanistan (Megan Armes’ brother), Ryan Powell (grandson of 
Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut. 
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