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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2015 9:30 am 

PRELUDE In Heaven Is Joy Knut Nystendt 

INTRODUCTION: 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 (The Message) Pastor Roger Lee 
26-33  So here’s what I want you to do. When you gather for worship, each one of you be 
prepared with something that will be useful for all: Sing a hymn, teach a lesson, tell a story, 
lead a prayer, provide an insight. If prayers are offered in tongues, two or three’s the limit, and 
then only if someone is present who can interpret what you’re saying. Otherwise, keep it 
between God and yourself. And no more than two or three speakers at a meeting, with the 
rest of you listening and taking it to heart. Take your turn, no one person taking over. Then 
each speaker gets a chance to say something special from God, and you all learn from each 
other. If you choose to speak, you’re also responsible for how and when you speak. When we 
worship the right way, God doesn’t stir us up into confusion; he brings us into harmony. This 
goes for all the churches—no exceptions. 
The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 

GATHERING SONGS Go, Make Disciples Purple Book #47 
 Rejoice in the Mission Purple Book #120 
 I’m Going on a Journey Red Book #446 
 We Are Marching in the Light Red Book #866 

WELCOME Pastor Lyn Crase 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, 
the bread of life coming down from above, 
the power at work within us and this world. 

C Amen 

P Before God and in the company of our sisters and brothers, let us confess our sin  
(silence for reflection).  
God and Father of all… 

C We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. 
We have thought better of ourselves than others. We have told lies,  
said hurtful things, acted in ways we wish we could take back, 
and looked the other way when action was needed. In your mercy, O God,  
forgive us, cleanse us, and heal us, for the sake of Jesus, our Savior. 
Amen 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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P If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; everything has become new! 

In Christ, ☩ you are a new creation:  
your sins are taken away and you are made new. 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

KYRIE 

Continued next page 
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HYMN OF PRAISE All Glory, Laud, and Honor Red Book #344 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together. 
C O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from 

all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from 
with ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
lord. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 5:1-13 
The prophet uses the form of a love-song to create a parable that leads the hearers accuse themselves for 
their own failures. The song was no doubt sung, inviting listeners to appreciate first the loving care of the 
owner for his vineyard and then his disappointment when it yields wild grapes that are bitter and sour, 
unusable. They would agree that the only remedy is radical: total destruction of the old to make way for a 
new beginning. Finally, they hear that they themselves are the unproductive vineyard. 

1 Let me sing for my beloved 
my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 
on a very fertile hill. 

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. 

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 
and my vineyard. 
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4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 

5 And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down. 

6 I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. 

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 
are his pleasant planting; 

 he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness, 
but heard a cry! 

8 Ah, you who join house to house, 
who add field to field, 

 until there is room for no one but you, 
and you are left to live alone 
in the midst of the land! 

9 The Lord of hosts has sworn in my hearing: 
 Surely many houses shall be desolate, 

large and beautiful houses, without inhabitant. 
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield but one bath, 

and a homer of seed shall yield a mere ephah. 
11 Ah, you who rise early in the morning 

in pursuit of strong drink, 
 who linger in the evening 

to be inflamed by wine, 
12 whose feasts consist of lyre and harp, 

tambourine and flute and wine, 
 but who do not regard the deeds of the Lord, 

or see the work of his hands! 
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13 Therefore my people go into exile without knowledge;  
 their nobles are dying of hunger,  

and their multitude is parched with thirst. 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 46 

1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
a very present | help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

3 though its waters | rage and foam, 
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
the holy habitation of | the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
God shall help it at the | break of day. 

6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 

7 The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

8 Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 

ALL The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 13 (The Message) 
With this picture of perfect mutuality, equality, and devotion, Paul portrays the communion of God and 
world in the end time. The church, through the power of the Spirit, anticipates God’s future. 

13 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the 
creaking of a rusty gate. 
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2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything 
plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, 
I’m nothing. 
3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, 
but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, 
I’m bankrupt without love. 

Love never gives up. 
Love cares more for others than for self. 
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. 
Love doesn’t strut, 
Doesn’t have a swelled head, 
Doesn’t force itself on others, 
Isn’t always “me first,” 
Doesn’t fly off the handle, 
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, 
Doesn’t revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end. 

8-10 Love never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; 
understanding will reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say 
about God is always incomplete. But when the Complete arrives, our incompletes will be 
canceled. 
11 When I was an infant at my mother’s breast, I gurgled and cooed like any infant. When I 
grew up, I left those infant ways for good. 
12 We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a fog, peering through a mist. But it 
won’t be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We’ll see it all then, see it 
all as clearly as God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us! 
13 But for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do to lead us toward 
that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly. And the 
best of the three is love. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Acts, Chapter 28 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Acts 28:23-31 
Paul has arrived in Rome where he lived two whole years at his own expense. Upon arriving he 
immediately makes plans to continue his preaching of the gospel, this time to Jewish leaders. By the end 
of Acts, Paul is under house arrest. It is not known if his time in Rome ended with execution or return to 
the churches he started in Asia, or as some believe, he traveled on to preach in Spain.  

23 After they had set a day to meet with him, they came to him at his lodgings in great 
numbers. From morning until evening he explained the matter to them, testifying to the 
kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the law of Moses and 
from the prophets.24Some were convinced by what he had said, while others refused to 
believe.25So they disagreed with each other; and as they were leaving, Paul made one further 
statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors through the prophet Isaiah, 
26 ‘Go to this people and say, 
 You will indeed listen, but never understand, 
  and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 
27 For this people's heart has grown dull, 
  and their ears are hard of hearing, 
   and they have shut their eyes; 
   so that they might not look with their eyes, 
  and listen with their ears, 
 and understand with their heart and turn —  
  and I would heal them.’ 
28 Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they 
will listen.” 
30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, 
31proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness 
and without hindrance. 
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P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Teri Scott 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase 

HYMN OF THE DAY In the Palm of Your Hand led by David Holtz 

If I could have the world and all it owns 
A thousand kingdoms, a thousand thrones 
If all the earth were mine to hold 
With wealth my only goal 

I'd spend my gold on selfish things 
Without the love that Your life brings 
Just a little bit more is all I'd need 
'Til life was torn from me 

I'd rather be in the palm of Your hand 
Though rich or poor I may be 
Faith can see right through the circumstance 
Sees the forest in spite of the trees 
Your grace provides for me 

If I should walk the streets no place to sleep 
No faith in promises You keep 
I'd have no way to buy my bread 
With a bottle for my bed 

But if I trust the One who died for me 
Who shed His blood to set me free 
If I live my life to trust in You 
Your grace will see me through 

I'd rather be in the palm of Your hand 
Though rich or poor I may be 
Faith can see right through the circumstance 
Sees the forest in spite of the trees 
Your grace provides for me 

by Ron Block – reprinted with permission of Broadcast Music, Inc. (7/6/15) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity , we come together as the people of 

God to pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  
 Response: … Lord, in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS For the Beauty of the Earth Conrad Kocher 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 

blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

C Amen 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please stand. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Jesus said, “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,  

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
We will practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Now the Silence Red Book #460 

 I Am the Bread of Life Red Book #485 

 One Bread, One Body Red Book #496 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Pastor Roger Lee 

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 
P Let us pray, 
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless 

those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and 
brothers who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this 
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

P Almighty and merciful God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless, preserve, and keep you this day and forevermore. 

C Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Red Book #332 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us. 
C Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE Toccata Johann E. Eberlin 

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 
Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................... Paula Barton 
Acolyte ................................................................................................................... Allie Shank 
Song Leader .................................................................................................. Marilyn Rowland 
Lectors ......................................................................... Pat Norquist, Lois Owen, Jeri Johnson 
Communion Assistant............................................................................................. Lois Owen 
Usher/Greeter ............................................................. Rob Shank and Brian Skustad Families 
Altar Care .................................................................................................. Debbie Van Diepen 
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Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,  

as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you. 

 
 

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God by 
David Holtz. 

 
 
 

 

Announcements 

The Alpha-Omega banner is donated by Chuck and Marilyn Rowland to all the 

Military personnel, especially those who have given their lives so that we Americans 

are free to worship as we choose. 

The Eucharistic banner depicting the bread and fish is donated by Dick and Pat 

Norquist to the Glory of God. 

The Eucharistic banner depicting the wheat and grapevine is donated by Debbie 

Van Diepen to the glory of God. 

 

You are Cordially Invited... 
... to join Thursday Morning Bible Study 

as they begin their new sessions on September 3. 

Pastor Lyn will be leading the sessions beginning 

with the study of Genesis. 

 

 

The group meets every Thursday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. With the exception of 

the first Thursday of each month, which will be held at Casa de Modesto, the 

sessions will take place  in Katie's Room at Emanuel. 

 

Everyone is welcome (men, women, members, non-members, guests, friends, 

cats and dogs) to attend Pastor Lyn's first Bible Study group at Emanuel.  This 

casual and comfortable setting is a great opportunity to become acquainted with 

Pastor Lyn, nurture friendships, and strengthen your spiritual growth.  Coffee and 

refreshments will be on hand. 
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WELCOME: A NEW ERA 

What a relief, our prayers have been answered; Pastor Lyn has joyfully joined us 
in ministry at Emanuel! But, now, we must meet our financial obligations to make 
this ministry possible. We as a congregation made a commitment to support a 
full-time pastor through tithing, that is, through regular giving.  

Emanuel’s expenses continue week after week, whether you are here or not. 
During summer months the tithing has been below budget. The reserve fund is 
used to meet the obligations of Emanuel during these months, but this is not a 
viable solution for an extended period. 

If you have missed some weeks lately, and you are able, the finance team would 
appreciate receiving any make-up tithing. 

Remember a while back Pastor Roger challenged all of us to give $1.00 per gallon 
of gasoline purchased when prices had fallen? Well, prices have now fallen 
further; can you meet this challenge? 

The finance team thanks all members who have been tithing, meeting their 
obligations made in a pledge, or just giving what they can afford. All gifts of Time, 
Talent, and Tithing are appreciated and gratefully accepted. We know that with 
the commitment and dedication of the people of Emanuel, our ministry shall 
thrive. 

Praying for God’s guidance, 
Bob 
Robert Reuter, Treasurer 
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 Choir Rehearsal today after the service. 
 

 The Monday Night Bible Study group meets at the home of Marilyn 
Rowland for the month of August. Won’t you join us? All are welcome! 

 

 The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) is offering FREE, 12-week 
Family to Family classes for family members, caregivers and pastors. See 
flyer on bulletin board for details. 

  NAMI Office complex, Cypress Room 
  500 N. 9th Street 
  Monday, August 24-November 9, 2015 
  Modesto (evening) 6-8:30 pm 
  Contact the NAMI office for more information or to register: 
  (209) 558-4555 
 

 Human Trafficking Action Summit with Keynote Speaker, Debbie Johnson, 
CEO of Without Permission will be held at St. Paul’s Community Church to 
bring awareness regarding this issue and inspire further action to combat 
trafficking in our community. See flyer on bulletin board for more details. 

  Stanislaus Room, Centre Plaza 
  Thursday, September 7, 2015 
  6:30 pm Refreshments  //  7:00 pm Program 
  RSVP by calling 209-567-2433  // Email:  revnickl@hotmail.com 
 

 Messiah Lutheran Church in Santa Cruz  will be hosting their 16th annual 
Oktoberfest event to celebrate German-Bavarian culture and invite us to 
join them for great food, fellowship and fun! 

  Messiah Lutheran Church 
  801 High Street, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
  Sunday, October 11, 2015 from 11:30 am—3:00 pm 
  To find out more, call their church office at 831-423-8330 
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WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS 

September 6 
Pentecost 15 

September 13 
Pentecost 16 

September 20 
Pentecost 17 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 

Psalm 146 

James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 116:1-9 

James 3:1-12 

Mark 8:27-38 

Jeremiah 11:18-20  
Psalm 54  

James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a  
Mark 9:30-37  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date 

Presiding 

Minister 

Assistant 

Minister Lectors 

Communion 

Assist Acolyte 

Usher  

Greeter 

Altar  

Care 

Sept 6 
Pastor  

Lyn Crase 
Bill 

Reinheimer 
M Dieterich 

L Owen 
Lois  

Owen 
Emma 
Hoover 

Holtz/ 
Salonen 

 

Sept 13 
Pastor  

Lyn Crase 
 Youth Sunday—assignments to be announced 

Sept 20 
Pastor  

Lyn Crase 
Sergio  

Alvarado 
S Wilke 

M Epting 
Suzanne 

Wilke 
Kailyn  
Knoll 

Clarke  
Family 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 
31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  7:00 am 

Men’s Bible 

Study @ 

Mimi’s 

9:30 am 

Adult Bible 

Study with 

Pr. Lyn 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 9:30 am 

Communion 

Service 

       

7:30 pm 

Women’s 

Bible Study 

@ Marilyn’s 
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Prayer Requests:   Dorothy and Art Scully—comfort for the loss of Dorothy’s sister 
(Waggoner); Teri Scott—health, Joy Morgan—diagnostic tests (Scott) 

 

Our Members:  Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Susan Hayes; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob 
Dailey; Kelly Dailey; Gary Knoll; Pat  & Jack Smith; Kristine Kraft 

 

Our Homebound Members:  Harvey Hardel, Florence Broden, Kay Altmas, Shelda Fritts; Alma 
Johnson, Esther Johnson 

 

Our Family:  Stephen Thoresen (Hoaglund); Sharon (Owen); Elisabeth Maddox and baby 
Julianne (Jones); Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Lisa Dieterich (Dieterich); Ian & Marian 
McKenzie (Schmidt); Marsha Schlipman (Nelson); Cameron Brown (Tina La Vornia); Joe & 
Christine Evangelist (Allen); Boyce Lutes (Teaney); Sean Sizemore (Sizemore); Keegan Lyons 
(Turner); Rich Crawford (Crawford); Joy & Michael Morgan (Scott) 

 

Our Friends:  Lisa Nixon (Ixcot); Tom Aja (Crawford); Dr. Roger Vogelzang and family,  Bethany 
& Jerry Metcalf, and Elizabeth & Kevin Duggan (Reinheimer); Jennifer Turner, Pam & Tom 
(Dieterich); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Darrell Meyer (Teaney); Helen Deve (Crawford); Georga 
Butterfield (Petersen) 

 

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces. 
Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Lakenheath Air Base, England and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in 
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-
law), Capt. Timothy Kramer in Kansas (Megan Armes’ brother), Ryan Powell (grandson of 
Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut. 
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AUGUST 30, 2015 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of God’s creation. You are invited to kneel, as you are able. (Pause for silence.) 

O God, we pray for the church throughout the world. Give its members the inspiration to be 
doers of the word. Proclaim your grace to their children and their children’s children. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

As the harvest comes to its peak, remind us that we live in a bountiful universe and inspire us 
to work for continued nourishment for Earth and all its creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the nations of the world. Give them the courage to seek peace with justice and to 
set free every person who is oppressed. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those waiting for their freedom. Break the chains that bind our human Hearts. 
Console those constrained by oppression, grief, loneliness, or illness. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence. (Pause 
for silence.) Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all congregations. Inspire and strengthen them to live by your commandments 
and to be your hands in the community. Make them shining lights to the world. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

O God, we give thanks for those who have held fast to your commandments, and we look 
forward to the day of reunion when we shall all live upon your holy hill. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen 
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Sending Hymn #332 


