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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2015 9:30 am 

PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come Anton Heiller 

GATHERING SONGS I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve Red Book #271 
 It Came upon the Midnight Clear Red Book #282 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

ENTRANCE HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come Red Book #263 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Congregation sings as the candle is lit) 

  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 

 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan's tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 
 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, 
the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 

C Amen 
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P Let us come before God in confession. (silence for reflection) 
To you, O God, ... 

C we lift up our souls. 
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you. 
Remember not our sins; 
remember us with your steadfast love. 
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths; 
and lead us in justice and truth, 
for the sake of your goodness 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 

P Sisters and brothers, come with joy 
and draw water from the well of salvation. 
Remember the gift of baptism: 

your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; 

you belong to Christ;  
you are anointed to serve. 
Stand up and raise your heads! 
The reign of God is near.  

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 
C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

FIRST READING: MICAH 5:2-5a 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes 

from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, 

and God’s salvation is at hand. 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: LUKE 1:46b-55 
 

46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation. 

 51You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
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 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever. 

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 10:5-10 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. 

Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of 

all, one through which we are made a holy people. 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he 
added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the 
second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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P The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter  1 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 1:39-45 [46-55] 
We are presented with Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, two women filled with 

the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a 

saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.”  
  46And Mary said,  
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 
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CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

A PLAY FOR ADVENT IN THE STYLE OF EARLY RADIO 

  You Were There Mike Clarke and Company 

SERMON HYMN The Bells of Christmas Red Book #298 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  
Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Emmanuel has come, is here, and is coming soon. Let us join in prayer for the church, the 

earth, and those who are in need, that all receive what God promises to give. 

 Response: … Hear us, O God.  
 Your mercy is great. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Robert Graham 

  Piano/ Organ Duet 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, 
our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Please stand. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P God fills the hungry with good things. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

We will practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All baptized Christians are welcome.  

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS O Little Town of Bethlehem Red Book #279 
 Of the Father’s Love Begotten Red Book #295 
 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Red Book #272 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Holy One, we give you thanks 

that in this bread and cup 
we have feasted again on your endless love. 
Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, 
that we may be messengers to prepare your way, 
harvesters of justice and righteousness, 
and bearers of your eternal Word, 
our Savior Jesus Christ.  

C Amen 

SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Home Communion Minister comes forward. 

P Let us pray, 
C O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, bless 

those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters and 
brothers who are homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this 
community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
P May God direct your ways in peace, 

make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.  
C Amen 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
P Let us pray: 

C God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially 
the gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who 
recall this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, 
family and friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may 
enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing 
for each one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Joy to the World Red Book #267 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE Joy to the World J. Wayne Kerr 

 

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

Presiding Minister ........................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................ Kathleen Reuter 
Acolyte ............................................................................................................... Emma Hoover 
Song Leader ....................................................................................................Marilyn Rowland 
Readers ..................................................................................... Susan McCready, Paula Barton  
Communion Assistant .................................................................................... Susan McCready 
Usher/Greeter ............................................................................................ Petersen/Troedson 
Altar Care ................................................................................. Debbie Van Diepen, Susan Hall 
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The Holtz family, in memory of Margaret. 

The Owen family, in memory of Buzz & 

Millie Calkins and Harlan & Betty Owen. 

Susan McCready, in memory of Al 

McCready. 

Sherm and Connie Petersen, in honor of 

family. 

Tom and Jeanne Hardin, in memory of 

Buddie & Carrie Hardin and Duilo & 

Jennie Pierini. 

Marsha Waggoner, in memory of Carl and 

her parents, Phil & Norty Benner. 

Yvonne Troedson, in honor of the families 

of Troedson and Beasley and all honor and 

glory to God and in honor of her grandson 

Ryan Powell USN, stationed on Groton, 

CT. 

Mike and Rose Epting, in memory of Grace 

& Vivian Epting and Bette & Dick Fassett. 

Van and Sue Allen, in memory of Charlie 

Allen. 

Mary Lou Dieterich, in memory of Robert 

Dieterich and in honor of her children & 

grandchildren. 

RG and Zac Crawford, in memory of their 

grandparents, Val Johnson and Richard & 

Cathy Crawford. 

Pastor Lyn Crase, in honor of the ministries 

of Emanuel Lutheran. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rue & Gary Knoll, in memory of Tana 

Knoll. 

Jack and Pat Smith, in memory of loved ones 

and in honor of family. 

Dick and Pat Norquist, in memory of their 

parents, Margaret & Tenney Norquist and 

Ethel & Glenn Bradshaw and Robert 

Bradshaw. 

The Castleberry family, in memory of Don 

and Arline Castleberry. 

Barbara Bauman, in memory of her whole 

family and in honor of the Baumans, 

Romanos & Sandersons. 

Suzanne Wilke, in memory of her parents, 

George & Dorothy Anderson; her brother and 

sister-in-law, David & Jodie Anderson. 

Dave, Kristine and Karl Kraft, in memory of 

Gerald & Dorothy Klee and Kurt Kraft. 

Paula & Jim Barton, in memory of Beth 

Langhoff and Hugh Barton. 

James and Linda Nelson, in honor of their 

children & grandchildren. 

Lisa Poston, in memory of her parents, Mr. & 

Mrs. Gunnar Bergström and her brother, Jan 

Bergström. 

Tom and Barbara Norquist, in memory of 
parents Tenney & Margaret Tenney and Lois 
& Ken Jeske.  

Poinsettias are given to the glory of God by… 
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Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,  

as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you. 
 

The altar flowers are given today by the Holtz family in 
thanks to God for the love and joy He gives us through the 

covenant of married life. 

 

 

 

 Choir Rehearsal after the service. 

 Confirmation Class will resume on January 10, 2016. 

 Text Study will resume on January 5, 2016. 

 SAVE THE DATE! Join us this evening for Emanuel's annual Neighborhood Christmas 
Caroling Party. We'll meet in the Narthex and set out to serenade our neighbors at 6:30 
pm, returning to the church afterward for some hot chocolate and cookies. Don't forget 
your flashlight and some cookies to share. 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship Service  

 Thursday, December 24 
 5:00 pm & 11:00 pm 

Announcements 

The Candle Advent banner was donated by the Johnson children, celebrating 

the life of their mother, Esther Johnson. The large and small Advent banners 

were donated by the ELC congregation in honor of Pastor Roger Lee. 

Thank you to Mike Clarke and the Team for presenting 

“You Were There” 

An Advent Play in the Style of Early Radio. 
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Christmas Giving Tree and Sock Tree 
During Advent two trees will stand in the 
narthex which present you with opportunities 
for Christmas giving. A Sock Tree will be a bare 
tree to be adorned with new socks for our 
brothers and sisters at the Modesto Gospel 
Mission. The Giving Tree will have tags for 
specific children by age, sex and size. These 
are children in our community who would not 
have as much under their tree without the 
generous support of Emanuel members. 
Emanuel’s Outreach Ministry encourages you 
to share the joy of Christmas by supporting 
these great projects. 

Sock Tree 

Lost & Found 
Ladies, an earring was found in 
the sanctuary. Please contact 
the church office to claim it. 

Peace of Mind 

Seminar 

January 10 // 11:00 am 

Learn how to plan for your 
final wishes. 

Brought to you by Franklin 
and Downs Funeral Home. 

(see upcoming bulletins for more info) 
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WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS 
December 27 
Christmas 1 

January 3 
Christmas 2 

January 10 
Baptism of Our Lord 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
Psalm 29 

Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date 
Presiding 
Minister 

Assistant 
Minister Lectors 

Communion 
Assist Acolyte 

Usher  
Greeter 

Altar  
Care 

Dec 24 
Christmas 
Eve—5p 

Pastor  
Lyn Crase 

David  
Holtz 

D Santana 
L Owen 

Lois  
Owen 

Kayla 
Knoll 

Owen 
Family 

 

Dec  24 
Christmas 
Eve—11p 

Pastor  
Lyn Crase 

Paula 
Barton 

M Epting 
D Cline 

David 
Cline 

Hailey 
Rios 

B Reuter 
Van 

Diepen/
Norquist 

Dec  27 
Christmas  1 

Pastor  
Lyn Crase 

D Holtz 
S Wilke 

  
Hailey 
Rios 

Owen 
Family 

Lois 
Silva 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

  7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study @ 
Mimi’s 

Christmas 
Eve 

5:00 pm 
Candle 
Light 
Service 

Christmas 
Day 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 9:30 am 
Worship 
Service 

Interfaith 
Sunday 

 12:00 pm 
Lectionary 
Study 

 11:00 pm 
Candle 
Light 
Service 

6:30 pm 
Emanuel 
Day Care 
Christmas 
Program 

11:00 am 
Young Family 
Day Out 

 

7:30 pm 
Lydia 
Circle 

  Day Care 
Closed 
thru Jan 4 
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Prayer Requests:   Anthony Pino & Aaron—health, surgery (Pino) 

 

Our Members:  Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly 
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Pat  & Jack Smith; Bill Fox; Tom Watkins; Elaine Urch; Jill Klenz 

 
Our Homebound Members:  Florence Broden, Kay Altmas, Esther Johnson, Shelda Fritts, 
Alma Johnson 

 
Our Family:  Sharon (Owen); Elisabeth Maddox and baby Julianne (Jones); Suzanne Stiver Lie 
(Reinheimer); Ian & Marian McKenzie (Schmidt); Marsha Schlipman (Nelson); Cameron Brown 
(Tina La Vornia); Sean Sizemore (Sizemore); Keegan Lyons (Turner); Joy & Michael Morgan 
(Scott); Joyce Morgan (Scott); Dona Molet (Dieterich); Vince and family (Ixcot); Elizabeth 
Parchem (Nelson); Carla Thurston (Thurston); Janet Sullivan (Hollmann); Gregory & Alley 
Taylor (Scott); Erin (Clarke) 
 
Our Friends:  Tom Aja (Crawford); Dr. Roger Vogelzang and family,  Bethany Metcalf & family
(Reinheimer); Jennifer Turner, Pam & Tom (Dieterich); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Georga 
Butterfield (Petersen); Emmet Pletschette (Smith); Priscilla Pino, Don Rousseau (Ixcot); Felicia 
& Kendra (Barton); Dennis Medford (Silva); Jerry & Barbara Larson (Clarke); Steven Perry 
(Crawford); Nathan Yarbrough (Marquez); Jerry Larson (Clarke) 

 
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces. 
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in 
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-
law), Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait  through June of 2016, 
Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Emmanuel has come, is here, and is coming soon. Let us join in prayer for the church, the 

earth, and those who are in need, that all receive what God promises to give. (Pause for 

silence.) 

O God our Wisdom, give to all the baptized knowledge of your truth and the power of your 
presence. Inspire worship leaders and church musicians toward ever-deepening praise. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

O God, Lord of might, hold the cosmos in your care. Give the earth both darkness and light, 
cold and warmth. Protect the mountains from exploitation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

O God, King of nations, bring peace and justice to all the countries of the world. Guide all 
leaders toward honest and merciful rule. Raise up those who are poor. We pray especially 
for . . . . Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

O God, Key of David, look from your throne upon all in need. Mend the broken and the 
brokenhearted. Free those imprisoned by anxiety or illness. We pray especially for . . . . Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence. (Pause 

for silence.) Hear Us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

O God, Tree of Jesse, nurture our community. Give us joy in one another, and make us 
servants of all in need. Bless our holy day celebrations with your Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 

Your mercy is great. 

O God, Dayspring, we remember all who have died and now live in your light. Gather us to 
yourself and teach us to sing together Mary’s song of praise. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, merciful God, and make us ready to receive you when you come through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #248 
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Sermon Hymn #298 
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Sending Hymn #267 


