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WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO

Greetings from Pastor Lyn
Sisters & Brothers,
It’s not quite mid-summer but
already it seems as if the “dogdays” of summer have arrived. I
for one am delighted! School will
start soon, yet August provides
time for continued reflection as
we begin preparing for fall
activities and a return to
schedules as usual. As July draws
to a close and I look back, not only
at this past month but at this past
year, I do so with a profound
sense of gratitude. My heart is
full, aching yet a bit; yet
nonetheless full to overflowing.
Thanksgiving is the appropriate
response; indeed the only
response in light of all God has
done and is doing in my life and
our shared life together, as a
congregation.
First, I thank God (and the call
committee) for calling me to
Emanuel! This first year has been
extraordinary, to say the least!
People of God, you are
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collectively a wonderful group,
faithful salt-of-the-earth people
and I give thanks for you, your
graciousness in welcoming me
and my mother and making us
feel at home. God is stirring us up
in this place, calling us to be
visible and vocal in this
community, and has big plans for
us as we move forward in faith. As

Paula Braxton, Secretary
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secretary@emanuellutheran.org

Laura Marquez, Day Care Director
209-549-0672
daycare@emanuellutheran.org

Servant of the Month:
Susan Hall
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From Pastor Lyn, continued

Lastly and most sincerely, a deep
and heartfelt thank you for the
love and support extended to me
at the death of my husband Bob
on July 1st. His struggle was long
but he now is at peace in his
Savior’s care. Bob’s life prior to his
illness was full; he loved people
and was active in our community.
He was a business owner in Denver
actually finding energy in the
stresses associated with his
business. Either later this summer
or early in the fall, family, friends
and neighbors will gather in
Colorado to celebrate his life and
inter his ashes. Thank you for the
cards, notes, flowers, and
especially your loving response
and generous acts of kindness.
And so, my heart is indeed full. I
am incredibly amazed by how God
works, especially in the midst of
things we cannot understand fully,

OUR MISSION
Sharing Christ’s transforming grace
with everyone.

the second year begins I am eager
to see, hear, learn all God intends
for us as faithful witnesses to His
love and grace!
Secondly, I am thankful for the
many of you who showed up at my
apartment on July 19 to move
boxes into the moving truck. This
was in itself an act of faith
because, as of that morning, I had
not yet received the keys to my
new house. Nevertheless, you had
that job accomplished in record
time. The end of the story is that I
did close that day, picked up the
keys at 2 pm and completed the
move (the furniture movers were
very patient) by 6 pm. What a day!
Thank you everyone!
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OUR VISION

and it all makes me smile.
The following prayer from Thomas
Merton’s “Thoughts in Solitude” is
one that has accompanied me
through the years of Bob’s illness
and my call to ministry. It
continues to be a daily part of my
personal meditation.

“My Lord God, I have no idea where
I am going. I do not see the road
ahead of me. I cannot know for
certain where it will end. Nor do I
really know myself, and the fact
that I think that I am following your
will does not mean that I am
actually doing so. But I believe that
the desire to please you does in fact
please you. And I hope I have that
desire in all that I am doing. I hope
that I will never do anything apart
from that desire. And I know that if
I do this you will lead me by the
right road though I may know
nothing about it. Therefore will I
trust you always though I may seem
to be lost and in the shadow of
death. I will not fear, for you are
ever with me, and you will never
leave me to face my perils alone.”
In Christ & Amen
Pastor Lyn

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving,
supportive, and welcoming as we
reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city
beyond. We share a passion to
nurture children, youth, and young
adults.
We aspire to grow in numbers and in
Christian maturity in order to
minister more effectively to a larger
congregation and to a changing
community.
We seek always to be led by God’s
spirit and to respond joyfully to
God’s desire for our congregation.

BOOK OF FAITH RESOLUTION
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
committing ourselves to live in and
from the Word of God in all our
meetings, assemblies, and events so
that as we regularly and increasingly
hear, read, study, share, and are
engaged by God's Word, we lead by
example in faithful service and holy
living.

Roger and Karen Lee (and
Xander) would love to get cards,
letters, and visitors at their new
address:
2404 Allen Street, Apt A-106

Kelso, Washington 98626
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Pastor Lyn is Moved In!

The neighborhood is still a construction zone, but Pastor Lyn’s
house is finished and looks great.

As befits the Bible Study theme for July, she has her brandnew kitchen in order and ready to use.

This is just a portion of the nowfamous “bucket brigade”.
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Servant of the Month
Susan Hall joined our church 2 years
ago. She brought her two granddaughters to the church and both
were baptized. One grand-daughter,
Hailey, was also confirmed, joined
the church, and volunteered to
represent our youth on Council.
Susan wanted to contribute to the
church after becoming a member,
so she joined the church council and
the fellowship ministry. She has
been instrumental in arranging the
welcoming potluck for Pastor Lyn
and the pancake breakfast
fundraiser that brought in nearly
$700 for the building fund. She
recently arranged the graduation
BBQ , Mother's Day potluck, Easter
potluck/egg hunt, and Pastor Roger
and Karen's farewell potluck.
Susan collects eyeglasses that are
no longer needed and takes them to
a local optometrist to use for those

who cannot afford frames for
glasses. She helps take the gently
used clothing brought to the church
to the Interfaith Ministries.
Susan now serves as council
secretary, taking minutes during
council meetings and distributing
them to council members. Susan
also volunteered for the position of
WELCA secretary and takes minutes
for the WELCA steering committee
as well as the general meetings.
Susan recently signed up to be a
reader for worship services on
Sunday and volunteers as a greeter.
She worked with Jeanine Clark to
organize the kitchen and came in
another day for a few hours to clean
the youth room. In June, Susan
approached the council asking to
merge the fellowship budget with
the kitchen supply budget. Since
Jeanine wanted to step away from

kitchen supply duties after many
years, Susan happily took over that
job, merging kitchen supply and
fellowship purchasing and now has a
single budget for both.
In the relatively short time Susan
has been a member, she has
volunteered and accomplished
many projects. For all she does for
our church, she is a valued member
and much deserved selection as the
servant of the month.

National Night Out
Emanuel has been approved for a
Thrivent Action Team grant to
promote a combined ministry
project. This is a Day Care, Outreach
& Youth/Family, neighborhood
project: National Night Out, August
2, 2016, from 6 to 9 pm. The title of
the grant is “Reading: A
Neighborhood in Partnership.”
Come and join members of Emanuel
and our neighbors for a time to get
to know each other and meet
representatives from Modesto
Police Department and other local
first responders.

We will be serving free hot dogs and
chips to our neighbors prepared by
Emanuel's Day Care Center. Thanks
to our congregation’s donations, we
will be giving free books to children
up to around grade 3.
What is National Night Out? It is all
about neighbors getting to know
each other. Neighbors all over the
United States lock up their homes,
turn on their porch lights and come
out to meet their neighbors,
community peace officers, and first
responders. They promote
involvement in crime prevention in

our town and in our neighborhoods.
Modesto won an award in 2015 for
the most National Night Out
Neighborhood Parties for towns
with comparable population. We
came in 2nd place in California and
6th place in our nation. Let's help
make Modesto #1 in 2016.
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Thursday Bible Study Studies Food!
Photos by Sue Wilke

Thursday Morning Bible Study was so much fun in the month of July! The topic was "Foods from the Bible". We
studied about them, cooked them, and enjoyed eating them. Pastor Lyn led our group as we learned about the foods
available, their nutritional value and practical use in Bible times, and discussed the Bible stories that include familiar
foods, such as figs, grapes, wheat and some less common ingredients such as charoset, za’atar. The photos show that
we learned a lot!
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Pope Francis Speaks about 500th
Anniversary of Reformation
Submitted by Mike Clarke

Editor’s note:
Mike Clarke responded to last
month’s Epilogue (he apparently
read it despite my warning). Mike
says of the following: “it's from a
spontaneous "on-the-airplane"
interview with Pope Francis
(source: The National Catholic
Reporter). The Pope will be
participating in a 500th
anniversary commemoration of
the Reformation (some hard-line
Romans I'm sure are not too
happy).”

Pope Francis will participate in a
joint Lutheran-Catholic worship
service in Sweden this October,
kicking off a series of events
planned for 2017 to commemorate
the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. The photo shows
him presenting a gift to the
Lutheran pastor of Rome.
Francis was asked about Martin
Luther, and the possibility of
removing his excommunication, in
relation to the pope's upcoming
October trip to Sweden for the
commemoration of the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
“I believe the intentions of Martin
Luther were not wrong,” the pontiff
responded. “He was a reformer.”
“Maybe some methods were not the
right ones,” the pope continued.
“But in that time ... the church was

not really a model to imitate. There
was corruption in the church. There
was worldliness; there was
attachment to money, power.”
“We have to put it into the story of
that time,” he cautioned. “It is a
story that is not easy to understand;
not easy.”
After 500 years, Francis said, it's
time to “take up again the path of
meeting each other,” adding that
Lutherans and Catholics must pray
and work together.
“This is a very long path,” the pontiff
said. “One time I said I know when
the day of full unity will come: the
day after the coming of the Son of
Man.”
“You do not know,” he continued.

“The Holy Spirit will give the grace.
In the meantime: pray, love each
other, and work together, most of
all for the poor and for the people
that suffer.”
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July Council Notes
President Jim Barton started the
July 20 meeting on time. Pastor Lyn
led a stewardship devotion,
reminding us that our church’s
financial and spiritual lives need to
be merged. She noted that we now
address three “T’s”, adding Tissue
and Trees to the traditional Time,
Talent, and Treasure. The added
“T’s” recognize that we need to take
care of health in body and spirit and
that we are responsible for caring
for our environment.

Pastor’s Report
Pastor Lyn reviewed highlights of
her monthly report. She told us of
her husband’s passing on July 1
while she was in Colorado, thanking
everyone for their prayers and
support. She will gather her family
and Colorado neighbors later this
summer for a celebration of his life.
On a more cheerful note, Pastor Lyn
took ownership of her new home in
Riverbank on July 19. She thanked
the crew from Emanuel who turned
out to help her load boxes.
Conference meetings continue
through the summer. On June 22,
Pastor Lee hosted his last meeting
and led communion.

Day Care
As reported last month, a large
donation funded the entire set of
“wishes” in the Green Binder. New
items will soon be added and the
binder will be made available in the
Narthex on Sunday mornings for
those who might be moved to fill

specific Day Care needs.
Enrollment continues to be strong,
and one new teacher is needed for
the Toddler class.
Work continues on adding a
potential after-school program for
grades K through 6, but no final
decision has been made.

it-yourself project or whether we
need to hire a tree expert.

Fellowship Ministry

Resource Ministry

Planning for the Lee family potluck
is complete.

A Financial Review committee has
volunteered and was officially
approved by council. Sheri Hoover
and Chuck Rowland will work with
Bookkeeper Maria Ojeda to audit
our financial system and records.

Family and Youth Ministry
Nine children attended the Festival
Day on July 17 and had great fun!

Spiritual Life

In addition to monthly data, Bob
Reuter provided fiscal year-end data
for 2015/2016. We had a net
shortfall of about $21,000 which was
covered by existing savings. We also
had a “summertime normal”
shortfall in June, as shown in the
table below. A bit of good news is
that in June, Day Care completed
the payback of their loan from
Emanuel.

Property Ministry

The Wired Word potlucks on August
5 and 6 will be at the homes of
David Holtz and Sue Wilke,
respectively, beginning at 6:30 pm.

Social Media Ministry
With the addition of Rick Unruh to
our committee, we have added a
presence on Instagram. You can find
and follow us there at
emanuel_lutheran_modesto.

Outreach Ministry
We need to install a fire door in the
attic space above the church office.
We need to remove some damaged
trees from our property. Council
discussed whether this can be a do-

The team is preparing to support
National Night Out and preparing
pamphlets to hand out at upcoming
events.

JUNE INCOME
General Fund

14,700

(19,495)

MONTHLY
GAIN/LOSS
(4,795)

Building Fund

6,320

(7,170)

(850)

22,006

(24,646)

(2,640)

43,026

(51,311)

(8,285)

Day Care
TOTALS

JUNE EXPENSES
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August News
WELCA Bake Sale
WELCA will be
having a bake
sale on August
14, following
the Sunday
service. All ladies: please bring your
best baked goods to the bake sale!
Proceeds will go towards the
purchase of a new stove for our
kitchen.
Family Movie Night
One more
Movie
Night will
take place
on August
21. This is your last chance this year,
so plan to attend, starting at 5:30
pm at the church. Bring a picnic
supper for you and your family.
Then enjoy a movie, popcorn
provided by the youth group and
fellowship. The movie will be
announced in the bulletin.
Women’s Circles
Rebecca's Circle is
still on vacation for
the month of
August, but will resume our regular
circle meetings at 1:30 pm Thursday,
September 15 in the home of Alice
Hoagland.
Lydia Circle will meet on August 15
at Kristine Kraft’s home.
Leah’s Circle meets on August 11 at
Mary Murray’s home at 7 pm.

Bible Studies
Thursday
Morning Bible
Studies will take
the month of
August off. Our next meeting will be
on September 1 at Casa de
Modesto and then the following
mornings in Katie’s Room at 9:30
am.
Monday Night Bible Study for the
month of August will be held at
various homes. See the calendar for
details.
Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon
in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Be
sure to bring a sack lunch.
GoModesto!

GoModesto! is a
communication
tool available
free on the
Apple App
Store and
Google Play. It
allows residents
of the City to
easily connect with government
services; helps residents by
expediting service requests,
instantly routing them to the
appropriate department; and helps
City staff better understand
customer needs. This tool is easy to
use for paying bills or reporting
issues (flooding, street lights out,
broken playground equipment in
parks, fallen limbs, illegal dumping,
vandalism, tagging and more).
Mapping shows staff where the
service request is needed for quick
and efficient resolution and notifies

you once the job is done. Receive
special announcements and
government information in
emergency situations, register for a
National Night Out party, recreation
class or find your neighborhood
watch group all in one place.
Small Catechism App

On the subject of
apps, Augsberg
Fortress has a free
app for Luther’s
Small Catechism.
You can install it for
Apple devices on the
Appstore or for
Android devices
from Google Play. Either way, the
app puts the full English and
Spanish text of the material in an
easily-accessible form on your
smartphone or tablet.
2016 Churchwide Assembly
Members of the ELCA will gather
Aug. 8-13 in assembly in New
Orleans. Meeting under the theme
"Freed and Renewed in Christ: 500
Years of God's Grace in Action," the
assembly's business will include
preparations for observing the
500th anniversary of the
Reformation in 2017. The assembly the highest legislative body of the
ELCA - will be comprised of 980
voting members serving on behalf
of the 3.7 million members of the
ELCA. The ELCA's 65 synods elect
voting members to serve at
churchwide assemblies.
You don’t need to travel to New
Orleans to follow the proceedings.
ELCA members and others not
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August News, continued
attending the assembly can access
live video of plenary sessions
at ELCA.org/ChurchwideAssembly.

wonderfully open process.”

“Churchwide assemblies are a
combination of legislative sessions,
worship, Bible study, theological
reflection and fellowship," said the
Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, ELCA
presiding bishop. "We deliberate
and discuss and vote. Some would
say that it is a messy way to do the
work of the church, but [it] is a

“God’s work. Our hands” Sunday is
an opportunity to celebrate who we
are as the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America – one church,
freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor. The 2016 dedicated day
of service is Sunday, Sept. 11. Mark
your calendars today!

God's Work, Our Hands

brainstormed and they came up
with the idea of doing something
special for firemen, such as inviting
the downtown station to bring a
truck to Emanuel, baking brownies
for the firemen and the kids making
cards for them. They may come up
with other ideas after talking to the
resource people at the fire station.

Pastor Lyn and our staff have

August Lectionary
The season of “ordinary time” continues in August, when the lessons tell of strife and faith. Several of them warn
us that Christian faith might not always be easy. Some of the Gospel readings tell us that Jesus did not have an
easy time of it, either, but, the overarching story is one of hope.

Aug. 7
Pentecost 12

Aug. 14
Pentecost 13

Aug. 21
Pentecost 14

Aug. 28
Pentecost 15

Genesis 15:1-6

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Isaiah 58:9b-14

Proverbs 25:6-7

Psalm 33:12-22

Psalm 82

Psalm 103:1-8

Psalm 112

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Hebrews 11:29—12:2

Hebrews 12:18-29

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Luke 12:32-40

Luke 12:49-56

Luke 13:10-17

Luke 14:1, 7-14

August Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is August 21
All those celebrating their births during the month of August will receive a
Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out!
8/1 Christine Paulsen
8/4 Jeanine Clarke

8/9 Gretchen Lile
8/10 Joyce Bachmann

8/5 Janis Decker

8/10 Barbara Norquist

8/16 Emily Cline

8/23 David Cline

8/5 Meridith Yeoman

8/12 Susan Hayes

8/16 Tim Wheeler

8/23 Jaycen Salonen

8/6 Debby Dailey

8/13 Ila Reinheimer

8/19 David Salonen

8/28 Derek Salonen

8/7 Roger Lee

8/14 David Kraft

8/21 Jeanne Hardin

8/29 Susan McCready

8/8 Peter Kroeze

8/15 Nevaeh Aguilar

8/22 Mildred Golding

8/30 Karen Retford
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August Prayer Requests
New Prayer Requests:


Evelyn Thurston (Keith’s sister-in-law) - healing



Esther Johnson—healing and well-being. She is currently in the hospital.

Sympathy is expressed to the family of Alma Johnson who passed away on July 26. Please keep them in your prayers. A
memorial service will be held in Fresno at a later date.

Our Members:
Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Tom Watkins; Elaine
Urch; Jill Klenz; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Azaria Martinez; Anthony Pino & Aaron Daubenspeck; Anna Hooper; Lena
Shirley; Marj Sample; Pastor Lyn; Teri Scott

Our Homebound Members:
Florence Broden, Kay Altmas, Esther Johnson, Shelda Fritts

Our Family:
Joyce & Manuel Dillard (Scott); Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Dillard (Scott); Joy Morgan (Scott);
Dona Molet (Dieterich); Braden LaBoy (Santana); Matt Allen (Allen); Raymond LeCain; Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer);
Luisa Rasmussen (Dailey)

Our Friends:
Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Dan Hinshaw (Hall); Adrienne (Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi;
Tom Aja (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); Marge Guffey; Sandy Dalby (Allen); John Pienado (Knoll); Dawn
Wagner; Mark Davis (Ixcot); Jennifer Berndsconi (Hall)

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces:
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in Kaneohe Marine Corps Base,
Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in
Kuwait through June of 2016; Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend
of Susan Hall), US Army in Kuwait.
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor

Paula Barton tipped me off about a
podcast called “To Hell with the
Hotdish!”. The creators of this
program describe what they are
trying to do: “'To hell with the
hotdish!' is the work of three pastors
who are trying to help move the
perception of church beyond its
clichéd casserole culture. They don't
shy away from questions you think
can't be asked. With a bit of laughter
and a heart for community, these
friends tackle the task of discipleship
and mystery of faith to challenge the
faithful from being too
comfortable.”
The first episode I listened to was
the most recent at the time and it
was about playing Dungeons and
Dragons. Frankly, it was off-putting
and I almost stopped there.
However, I decided to give them
another chance, went back to
episode 1, and started through their
programs in sequence. Now, having
listened to about a third of the
available shows, I would say it was
time well spent. I was a bit worried
about data use from listening in my
car, but my binge listening barely
showed in my data allowance.
The three regular participants are
relatively young ELCA pastors, one
in North Dakota, one in Texas, and
one in Ohio. Their show is highenergy and sometimes almost
irreverent, sometimes silly, and
often thought-provoking. If you
have an open mind and are willing to
hear some new ideas, these guys
might appeal to you.
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Episode 2 is called “5 Signs You’re
Living in a Hotdish Culture”. In a half
hour they discuss how you might
decide that your church is focused
on the hotdish, rather than Jesus:


If everyone has to agree all the
time.



If you always leave worship
warm and fuzzy.



If your pastor’s job is primarily to
care for your needs.



If your unity comes from being
Swedish or German or Scotch or
…?



If you are more focused on your
inward activities than on
outward transformation.

From my perspective, Emanuel is
not doing too badly, but I agree with
these young men that we need to
work on getting beyond all this.
They challenge us to identify things
in our church that hold us back or
keep us from succeeding at our real
mission.
Episode 8 is “5 Signs You’re Leading
a Hotdish Culture”. All of us are
leaders in one way or another, so we
can’t just leave it up to Pastor Lyn to
pull us out of our comfort zone. In
this episode the guys ask tough
questions of leaders:

edge” (what’s next, God)?
I, personally, give Pastor Lyn an “A”,
but the rest of us could do much
better. We all want our church to
survive and thrive, but we don’t
always realize that the best way for
this to happen is for us to stop
worrying about it and instead put
our energies into identifying and
realizing what God wants us to be
doing. When I’m happy to just sit in
the pew and be fed every Sunday, I
guess it’s pretty obvious that I didn’t
really hear the lessons or the
sermon. When, as a Council
member, I get too wrapped up in
how we are going to pay off our
mortgage, I’m surrendering to the
hotdish culture.



Do you want everyone to like
you?



Are you more concerned with
your church or with its people?

I’ve made it seem like this podcast is
deadly serious, but it isn’t. One
episode included a quiz show where
the pastors had to decide whether a
story was from a soap opera or the
Bible. Another was directed on
trying to convince the lazy guy that
he should go to the gym, in the
service of God. And of course, there
was the dreaded “Dungeon Master”
episode.



Are you living Sunday to
Sunday, over-focused on one
hour of worship?

You can find these shows on iTunes,
Soundcloud on Android, or on their
website: tohellwiththehotdish.com.



Are you emphasizing
“maintenance” over leadership?



Can you name your “growth-

If they say something that needs a
response, you can also “talk back”
on their Facebook page.
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