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HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND FIRE

Greetings from Pastor Lyn
Happy New Year! A big thank you
to everyone for your Christmas
greetings and birthday wishes!
My first Christmas with Emanuel
was joyous indeed!
And now it is time to think about
all the new year holds for us and
for this ministry. Because Youth &
Young Families are a priority for
ELC I’ve been doing some
additional reading and
researching on that topic. A
former colleague recently
commented on the mystery of
young people and their
relationship to church saying,
“College kids are intensely faithful
… they care about the world and
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the role God has called them to
play in it.” It seems to me that
“twenty & thirty” aged people fall
into that same category … that is,
they are intensely faithful and
care about the world and
the role God has called
them to play in it. We
(traditional churchgoers) tend to assume
there is something
mysterious and
complicated about these
age groups so that the
church wrings its
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From Pastor Lyn, continued

collective hands in worry,
wondering what we can do to
meet the needs of this population.
The good news is that this is not
rocket science – it is theology. It is
about God and what God is up to
in the world and in us … all of us,
the old and the young. The
mystery, if there is one, is to
wonder and discover how, where,
when, what and why the Church
(e.g. Emanuel) can be a safe place
for everyone. Young people are
looking for authenticity and
integrity … a place where being
vulnerable is okay … where they
can be themselves and where they
are trusted. Watch for more and
think about how you might
engage in youth and young adult
ministry – you are never too old or
too young!
Also, I’d like to recommend an
author for those of you who are
interested in learning more about

the practice of spirituality in down
to earth language. Fr. Richard
Rohr, Franciscan friar (Roman
Catholic priest) is a prolific writer
on authentic approaches to living a
God centered life. I’ve read several
of his books including “Falling
Upward: A Spirituality for the Two
Halves of Life.” In it he writes

OUR MISSION
Sharing Christ’s transforming grace
with everyone.

OUR VISION
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving,
supportive, and welcoming as we
reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city
beyond. We share a passion to
nurture children, youth, and young
adults.
We aspire to grow in numbers and in
Christian maturity in order to
minister more effectively to a larger
congregation and to a changing
community.

about a new or fresh way to regard
spirituality. You also may be
interested in receiving daily email
postings from Fr. Rohr at The
Center for Action and
Contemplation. Happy reading!
In Christ,
Pastor Lyn

We seek always to be led by God’s
spirit and to respond joyfully to
God’s desire for our congregation.

BOOK OF FAITH RESOLUTION
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
committing ourselves to live in and
from the Word of God in all our
meetings, assemblies, and events so
that as we regularly and increasingly
hear, read, study, share, and are
engaged by God's Word, we lead by
example in faithful service and holy
living.
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Servant of the Month
Lois Owen serves us at Emanuel in
many, many ways. She serves on
the Day Care Board and on Council.
She reports to Council each month
on Day Care activities and status
and requests decisions from Council
when required. She advocates for
Day Care, but also serves Emanuel
well in her dual role.
Lois serves on our Spiritual Life
committee. She advocates for many
enrichment activities, for both
adults and children. She
spearheaded an effort to keep
Sunday morning Bible study alive
during the time we were without a
pastor. She continues to apply
energy to that task now that we do

have a pastor.
Lois was one of the key organizers
of our VBS alternative events the
last two years, the “Pilgrimage to
the Holy Land” in 2014 and “Paul’s
Pilgrimage” in 2015.
Lois has scheduled and organized
several “Wired Word” potlucks.
These events have been fun and
enlightening for the participants,
thanks to her efforts.

faithful member of our corps of
lectors.

Lois and her family serve us as
ushers and in that role make sure
that visitors are made welcome and
greeted warmly.

She helps organize our annual
neighborhood caroling excursion
and various other social and service
events during the year.

She sings in our choir and reads the
lessons on Sunday mornings as a

Please remember to thank Lois for
her many services to us.

Have You Ever Wondered What Happened
During the First Christmas?
Submitted by Mike Clarke
On Sunday, December 20, the many
questions that appeared in the
Emanuel Sunday Bulletins since
November were finally answered
when the Emanuel Lutheran Church
Players presented You Were There,
A Play For Advent, during the 9:30
service.

Presented in the style of an early
radio program, the play featured
interviews with people who were
living in Bethlehem and Jerusalem
and were patiently awaiting the
coming of the Messiah.
The Players, Bob Dailey, Mike
Epting, Emma Hoover,
David Holtz, Paula
Kroeze, Dick Norquist,
and Connor Skustad,
breathed life into a
group of people living in
the time of Jesus's birth.
Pastor Lyn Crase set the
scene when she took the
congregation into

Biblical times, saying, "You Were
There".
A local rabbi, an inn-keeper's wife
and daughter, a shepherd, an
astrologer from the East, and King
Herod the Great shared their
personal stories with the radio
broadcast host, David Holtz.
Written and directed by parishioner
Mike Clarke, the Christmas Play was
a reverent re-telling of the events
that occurred over 2000 years ago.
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January News
Peace of Mind Seminar
Learn how planning for your final
wishes will shield your family from
unnecessary emotional and financial
burden. On Sunday January 10 at 11
am, Franklin and Downs Funeral
Homes sponsors a presentation and
answers your questions about this
crucial topic.

Women’s Circles
Watch out New Year ...
here comes Rebecca
Circle! Our first meeting of the new year
will be in the home of our Coordinator,
Mary Lou Dieterich on Thursday,
Janurary 21. We will be studying from
the Gather Magazine: a four part Bible
Study titled "Christian Citizenship 101".
Session 1: Confidence in God's
beginnings and endings. If this sounds
interesting to you ... come and join us.

generous giving, which enabled us
to finish November in the black.

Family Promise
Get a jump on your 2016 New Year’s
Resolutions to walk closer to God’s
love by signing up for Family
Promise (January 24-30) on the
chart in the Narthex.

Leah’s Circle meets January 14 at the
home of Susan McReady.

Council Activity and
Financial Report

Thursday Morning Bible
Study
Thursday
Morning Bible
Study will resume
our normal
schedule
beginning on January 7 at Casa de
Modesto.
We meet at 9:30 am:
 First Thursday of the month at

Casa de Modesto
 Other Thursdays in Katie's Room

at Emanuel
Our last meeting in 2015 we finished
a very interesting study of the Book
of Genesis. Come join us as we
decide what we will be studying in
2016.

Council did not meet during
December, so there is no Council
Notes page this month. However,
the Council voted by email to
approve a project to secure our
Memorial Wall and the dumpster
area. Both of these places have
been used by homeless people as
sleeping spots. Unfortunately, their
proximity to our Day Care facility
requires us to prevent such use. Our
facilities committee has installed
extra fencing and gates for these
areas.

.

Council did not receive a detailed
financial report for November, but
our bookkeeper, Robin Swearingen,
provided the summary in the table
below. We thank you for your

General Fund

NOVEMBER
INCOME
15,581

NOVEMBER
EXPENSES
(15,620)

MONTHLY
GAIN/LOSS
(39)

Building Fund

9,009

(7,170)

1839

24,757

(24,385)

372

49,347

(47,175)

2,172

Day Care
TOTALS
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2015 Year in Review
We had an eventful year. Here are some highlights.

January 2015
We restarted the Call process, but were thrilled to have Pastor Bill Ruth agree to join
us on Sunday and lead our worship activities. Bill and his wife Susan ended up doing
far more than that, as they provided spiritual leadership and complete pastoral care
during the first half of 2015.

February 2015
Our Youth Group had a great
outing to Rockin’ Jump.
The Emanuel Day Care board
hosted a Staff Recognition
Dinner for Laura and the 9
women who love and tend to
the children.

March 2015
We held Wednesday evening Vesper
services throughout Lent. We
decorated the church with the
spectacular array of cranes initiated by
Margaret Holtz.

April 2015
We witnessed an Easter radio
drama written and directed by
Mike Clarke. We completed a
worship survey and made
some tweaks to our Sunday
services. Our Easter activities
included an Easter Egg hunt.
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2015 Year in Review, continued
May 2015
We celebrated Ascension Sunday, Pentecost
Sunday, and Holy Trinity Sunday and had
several baptisms. We learned that the Call
Committee had recommended a new
candidate for call: Pastor Lynette Crase of
Monument, CO. Our Youth Group went to
Funworks. PFLAG, a group that had used
our facilities for years, announced that they
were disbanding, partly because their
mission had been fulfilled.

June 2015
We met Pastor Lyn on June 6/7
and voted to call her on June 14.
She accepted quickly and we
began to prepare for her arrival.
Emanuel was well-represented
at the Synod Assembly, where
the theme was “Connections”.
Thursday Bible Study donated a
Lenten banner in memory of
Marcy Rudolph.

July 2015
We celebrated the 4th with some flair. We had a
farewell lunch for Pastor Bill and Susan. We hosted
Family Promise for the 3rd of four times during 2015. A
99 Corridor Youth Event was held in Turlock.
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2015 Year in Review, continued
August 2015
Pastor Crase led her first
Sunday worship on
August 2 and was
formally installed on
August 9. We lived out
Paul’s Pilgramage at the
end of the month.

September 2015
Pastor Lyn baptized a beautiful baby. She later blessed many of
our pets. Our youth led a wonderful Youth Sunday service. We
helped out with the Butte fire response.

October 2015
We again hosted Family Promise. We
held an adult scam prevention
workshop. For Halloween, we held a
safe and fun Trunk or Treat event in
our parking lot.

November 2015
We observed All Saints Sunday on
November 1. Day Care had a great
Thanksgiving celebration. We had a
wonderful ecumenical interfaith
service of thanksgiving at St. Paul’s.
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2015 Year in Review, continued
December 2015
We had a busy Advent and
Christmas season. Besides
having beautiful Christmas Eve
services, we held a series of
Wednesday evening multifaceted events. Our youth led
another Sunday Worship and
the littlest ones sang. We lit
the Advent candles. We pretty
much filled a Sock Tree and a
Giving Tree. We serenaded our
neighbors with Christmas
carols. Not to mention the
cookies!

8
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January Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is January 17
All those celebrating their births during the month of January will receive a
Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out!
1/2

Keith Thurston

1/15

Carolyn Crenwelge

1/10

Esther Kastner

1/17

Eric Obermeyer

1/11

Peter Cline

1/17

Jim Woodbury

1/24

Sebastian Thompson

1/12

Julia Poston

1/20

Mary Lou Dieterich

1/27

Kaladin Armes

1/14

Bill Fox

1/20

Henry Yeoman

1/29

Gerry Castleberry

1/14

Rylee Yearian

1/23

Joyce Riddick

1/30

Matthew Yeoman

January Prayer Requests
New Requests:
 Kathy Nichols — health (Skustad)
 Rich Crawford — healing (Crawford)

Our Members:
 Drew Shank
 Ben Knoll
 Lori Knoll
 Gary Knoll

Our Homebound Members:
 Bob Dailey
 Kelly Dailey
 Bill Fox
 Tom Watkins

 Carolyn Crenwelge
 Pat & Jack Smith
 Elaine Urch
 Jill Klenz

 Florence Broden
 Kay Altmas
 Shelda Fritts

 Alma Johnson
 Esther Johnson

Our Family:
 Sharon (Owen)
 Elisabeth Maddox and baby

Julianne (Jones)
 Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer)
 Ian & Marian McKenzie (Schmidt)
 Marsha Schlipman (Nelson)
 Cameron Brown (Tina La Vornia)

 Sean Sizemore (Sizemore)
 Keegan Lyons (Turner)
 Rich Crawford (Crawford)
 Joy & Michael Morgan (Scott)
 Joyce Morgan (Scott)
 Dona Molet (Dieterich)
 Vince & family (Ixcot)

 Elizabeth Parchem (Nelson)
 Carla Thurston (Thurston)
 Janet Sullivan (Hollmann)
 Susan Young (Dieterich)
 Gregory & Alley Taylor (Scott)
 Erin (Clarke)

Our Friends:
 Tom Aja (Crawford)
 Dr. Roger Vogelzang and family (Reinheimer)
 Bethany Metcalf & family (Reinheimer)
 Jennifer Turner, Pam and Tom (Dieterich)
 Roger Warner (Schmidt)
 Georga Butterfield (Petersen)
 Emmet Pletschette (Smith)
 Priscilla Pino, Don Rousseau (Ixcot)

 Frank and Linda Gutierrez & family (Marquez)
 Felicia & Kendra (Barton)
 Dennis Medford (Silva)
 Jerry & Barbara Larson (Clarke)
 Lara Shirley (Shirley)
 Steven Perry (Crawford)
 Nathan Yarbrough (Marquez)
 Anthony Pino & Aaron (Pino)

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces.
 T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in Kaneohe Marine

Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law)
 Capt. Timothy Kramer will be in Kuwait through June of 2016 (Megan Armes’ brother)
 Ryan Powell, USN, Connecticut (grandson of Yvonne Troedson)
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor

Every year during the holidays the
TV news people like to go to airports
and show us how difficult it is to
travel on these most busy days. I
recently heard a comedian talk of
being at the Newark, NJ, airport on
December 23 a few years ago. He
said he knew it was a terrible
mistake. The weather was bad and
many flights were delayed or
cancelled. The airport was jammed
with unhappy wanna-be travelers.
Everyone was worried and on the
verge of exploding. Nobody was
making eye contact; most folks were
looking down at their feet and he
was doing the same. As he was
gazing at the floor, a pigeon walked
by. The foolish bird was totally
unaffected by the atmosphere in the
terminal and was strutting proudly,
chest out, happy to be there and
behaving as if he belonged.
The storyteller said that he could not
help but smile. As others around him
noticed the pigeon, they began to
smile, too. People began talking
about it, wondering how the bird got
there and why he was so happy to be
there. Folks offered it food bits.
Soon, cell phones came out and
weary travelers were taking photos
and videos and sending them to
their friends and family. This led to
showing family photos to each other
and talking about the people they
were hoping to see if their planes
ever took off. Suddenly, the general
mood in the terminal had changed,
all because of this one shared
experience.

The comedian said that he
had a rush of insight. He
observed that this little
vignette demonstrates how
close we are to universal
brotherhood and world
peace. We are so close that
all it takes is one silly bird, in
the wrong place at the right
time, to make us realize that
life is good and that we can
get along with each other. We can
love our neighbors and share our life
experiences, even when we are
stressed and unhappy.
I once played the part of Matthew in
a Last Supper play. The director was
not willing to accept a simple
monotone reading of our parts. He
insisted that we not only memorize
our parts, but actually live them out
on stage.

When I told the audience that Jesus
taught me that: “The kingdom of
heaven is at hand” I wore a huge
smile. This is indeed good news, in
fact The Good News. The best news
is that we are “This Close”. All we
have to do to make it happen is to
love God and love our neighbors.
The folks in that airport had a
pigeon; we have Christmas. The
theme of Christmas is not only
spend, spend, spend. If you watched
the commercials this year, you also
saw that “the holiday’s” are about
friends and family, about peace and
goodwill, and that theme is for
everyone.
I suspect Rose and I were not the
only people at Emanuel who went to
Sonora to see “A Columbia
Christmas”, an adaptation of
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”. It is
amazing how such a familiar story,
which most of us have heard or seen
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dozens of times, can still move us.
One of the most powerful scenes, at
least for me, was when the Cratchit
family gathers around the table to
pray. Bob’s wife initially refuses to
pray for Scrooge. Bob pulls her aside
and pleads with her to set an
example for the children. At that
point, we expect her to come to the
table and offer up a grudging, forced
prayer. Instead, she opens up her
heart and genuinely asks God to be
kind to Scrooge.

We know how the story ends:
Scrooge becomes a changed man
and spreads peace and goodwill
throughout Columbia. All it took was
a few demonstrations to repair his
heart. No pigeon, just the power of
the Christmas message: we are “This
Close” to getting it all right.

9:30 am Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
@ Mimi's
5:30 pm Day Care Board
7:00 pm Council Mtg.
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22

15

8
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Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Friday

30

FAMILY PROMISE
10:00 am Organ practice

23

10:00 am Organ practice

16

Girl Scout Cookie
Rally-Luther Hall
10:00 am Organ practice

9

10:00 am Organ practice

2

Saturday

January 2016

FAMILY PROMISE
Echoes Deadline
FAMILY PROMISE
FAMILY PROMISE
FAMILY PROMISE
FAMILY PROMISE
FAMILY PROMISE
FAMILY PROMISE
Worship Service
12:00 pm LECTIONARY
7:00 am Men's Bible Study 9:30 am Adult Bible Study @ Office Closed
10:00 am Organ practice
Confirmation Class 6:00 pm CANA - Luther Hall
STUDY
@ Mimi's
Emanuel
WELCA Steering 7:30 pm Women's Bible
C.S. LEWIS Study - Waggoner
Luther Hall

FAMILY PROMISE
INTER-FAITH SUNDAY
9:30 am YOUTH Service
10:30 am Pancake Breakfast
Fellowship
10:45 am Confirmation Class

31

9:30 am
10:45 am
10:45 am
5:30 pm

BIRTHDAY
OFFICE CLOSED
BLESSINGS
7:30 pm LYDIA CIRCLE - 12:00 pm LECTIONARY
SUNDAY
Waggoner
STUDY
9:30 am Worship Service
10:45 am Confirmation Class
5:00 pm Emanuel Youth
Group

28

21

20

18

17

27

9:30 am Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel
7:00 pm LEAH CIRCLE

19

14

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
@ Mimi's
7:00 pm Ministry Meeting

9:30 am Adult Bible Study @
Casa de Modesto

13

12

11

7

7:00 am Men's Bible Study
@ Mimi's

Thursday

6

Wednesday

9:30 am Worship Service
7:30 pm Women's Bible
12:00 pm LECTIONARY
10:45 am Confirmation Class
Study - Waggoner
STUDY
11:00 am Peace of Mind
Seminar

10

5

Tuesday

Neighborhood
mtg. TBA
12:00 pm LECTIONARY
6:30 pm Girl Scout Leader
STUDY
Mtg. Katie's Rm.
7:30 pm Women's Bible
Study - Waggoner

4

Monday

Pastor Lyn in
pulpit
9:30 am Worship Service
10:45 am No Confirmation
Class
11:00 am Young Adult
Ministry

3

Sunday

Emanuel Calendar of Events

