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...AND HIS FACE SHONE LIKE THE SUN...

Greetings from Pastor Lyn
Sisters & brothers,
Welcome to February! This year
we are in the season after
Epiphany for the entire month. It’s
kind of nice to have this time to
focus on light – The Light – the
One whose birth we celebrated
only a few short weeks ago. For
most of February the Gospel
lessons are from Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount found in Matthew,
where Jesus gave instruction on
what it means to be a disciple; the
responsibility and the blessing.
During this “still dark” time of mid
-winter and as we enter into the
season of Lent on March 1st, you
are invited to spend some
intentional time with Jesus’

Emanuel is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
---------------------------------------------------

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am
Pastor Lyn Crase:
209-523-4531
pastor@emanuellutheran.org

Website:
www.emanuellutheran.org

Church Office:
Phone: 209-523-4531
Fax: 209-523-3643

Church Office Hours:
sermon (Matthew 5:1-7:29) this
month.

Monday through Thursday:
8 am — 12 pm
Friday Closed

I also am inviting you to spend
some time with me and your
fellow disciples in a series of
Cottage meetings beginning
February 23 through March 30.
Every Thursday from 5:30-7:00 pm
at my “cottage” you are invited to
listen and speak. You will hear
about the fall council retreat in
addition to other council news,
express your hopes, dreams and

Paula Braxton, Secretary
209-523-4531
secretary@emanuellutheran.org

Laura Marquez, Day Care Director
209-549-0672
daycare@emanuellutheran.org

Servant of the Month:
Dave Salonen
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from Pastor Lyn, continued
ideas, and listen to what others
are hoping and dreaming. What
are your hopes and dreams for
Emanuel? These meetings will
have the added benefit of helping
us get to know each other better
and build stronger relationships.
Below is the schedule arranged
alphabetically. You will receive a
reminder letter in the mail as your
date approaches.
Names beginning:
 A-D: February 23
 E-H: March 2

 I-L: March 9
 M-O: March 16

 S-Z: March 30

A final session will be Sunday,
April 2, 4:30-6:00 pm for anyone
not able to make one of the other
times.
Address: 5737 Cornerstone Drive,
Riverbank, CA 95367
In peace and hopeful anticipation
for all God has planned for us!
Pastor Lyn

Servant of the Month

Dave has great skill as an electrician
and electrical system designer. He
has his own company, Tech Electric,
here in Modesto and does many
large projects. Despite that, he has
made time to complete large
projects at Emanuel. He rewired and
installed new lighting throughout
our Day Care spaces. He also
installed new outside lighting on the
College Avenue side of the church.
Dave is currently working with our

OUR MISSION
Sharing Christ’s transforming grace
with everyone.

 P-R: March 23

c

David Salonen is a perfect example
of the original reason for this Echoes
feature. He gives generously and
extensively of his time and talents to
make us safe and comfortable at
Emanuel. Yet, most of us are
completely unaware of how much
he does and therefore probably
don’t let him know how much he is
appreciated!
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Property
Ministry
team to
design and
install new
LED lighting
in our parking
lot, which will
make it much
safer and
save us
money on our utility bills.
Other members of our property
team report that not only is Dave
skillful but he is a pleasure to work
with. He brings humor and a positive
attitude with him to the workplace.
Everyone enjoys being around him.
Now that you know about Dave’s
service to us, please be sure to thank
him for all he does!

OUR VISION
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving,
supportive, and welcoming as we
reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city
beyond. We share a passion to
nurture children, youth, and young
adults.
We aspire to grow in Christian
maturity in order to minister more
effectively to a changing community
in challenging cultural times.
We seek always to be led by God’s
spirit and to respond joyfully to
God’s desire for our congregation.

BOOK OF FAITH RESOLUTION
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
committing ourselves to live in and
from the Word of God in all our
meetings, assemblies, and events so
that as we regularly and increasingly
hear, read, study, share, and are
engaged by God's Word, we lead by
example in faithful service and holy
living.
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Letter from our Christmas family
[Editor’s note: A family that
received gifts from us via our
Christmas Giving Tree sent us this
very nice handwritten Thank You
card.]
Dear Nini & Church Family ..
Words cannot express our gratitude
for all you have done for my family
and my 3 boys this year. We are
humbled by the graciousness you all
have shown. Please know we loved
and appreciated EVERY item that
we were given! Your willingness to
help a family that you don’t even
know is so inspiring!
Thank you again & God bless you all.
Love, Adrienne, Riley, Cooper &
Brady, Rossi

c

You Were There, The Reformation
by Mike Clarke

World Premier! Join us during the 9:30 Worship Service on Sunday,
February 5 for the World Premier of YOU WERE THERE - THE
REFORMATION. Presented by the Emanuel
Players, the play will take you back in time to
meet people who knew Martin Luther and
shared in his story. Presented in the style of
old-time radio (you remember radio?), you
will hear the personal stories of memorable
encounters during the beginning of the
Reformation. You won't want to miss this
unique event.
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Our Lutheran Heritage, Part 2
by Suzanne Wilke

The Helsinki Lutheran Cathedral in Helsinki, Finland is a
beautiful example of classic Greek architecture. It was
complete in 1852 and dedicated to St. Nicholas. It sits
atop a hill surrounded by Senate Square.
It was modeled after St. Isaac’s in St. Petersburg, Russia.
One of Finland’s most popular tourist attractions, it is
visited annually by 350,000 people. It is used for regular
services as well as special events.
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January Council Notes
President Jim Barton called the
January 18 meeting to order and
Pastor Lyn led a devotion based on
Psalm 51 , which contains these
familiar words: “Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and put a new
and right spirit within me.” Our
focus is on making a new start in this
new year and in breathing the holy
spirit.

Pastor’s Report
Pastor Lyn furnished a written
report covering December activities.
She highlighted her interest in
expanding the Wired Word potlucks,
which have received positive
reviews from all attendees. There
will be three in February and we will
strive to hold these every two
months this year with a goal of
meeting every month by 2018.
Pastor Lyn filled us in on the plan to
have seven Cottage Meetings on
Thursday evenings starting
February 23 (see her article on page
1 of this issue for details). Council
members signed up to ensure that
at least one member will be at each
of these meetings.
Two local outreach groups have
begun meeting at Emanuel: Focus
on Prevention and an Interfaith
Ministries group. Both work
problems related to homelessness.
Pastor Lyn received a request from
MJC to use our parking lot on March
1 - 4. Council voted to approve this
request under the condition that we
will reserve spaces for our own use
on those days.

Day Care
Day Care attendance and financial
numbers continue to be solid. Staff
morale is very good.
Work continues on our fence
project; the recent focus has been
on determining the detailed
requirements. We need to complete
the fence before we can begin an
after-school program. We also plan
to add security cameras to improve
coverage.

with the inventory project.

Outreach Ministry
Our socks and underwear (from the
tree) went to Gospel Mission and
was much appreciated. See the note
in this issue about the Gift Tree.

Resource Ministry

Worship Ministry

Final pledge numbers showed a
small overall increase and a few new
pledges. December, the most recent
month with final numbers, was
reasonably good, financially, as
shown in the table. Our insurance
policy came up for renewal and we
went with a new company to keep
our overall cost about the same as it
had been.

We’ll hold a planning meeting for
Reformation 500 Celebration Day
on Friday February 3 at 9 am. We
hope to make this a major event in
our church life.

Property Ministry
Our property team continues to be
very busy. We had a plumbing issue
which resulted in wet carpets and a
need for professional clean up. They
continue to work on the fence and
parking lot lighting projects. We got
a clean bill of health from our
termite monitoring company. Rick
Delvin has agreed to help the team

Spiritual Life
The Sunday evening “Introducing
the Lutherans” study has been wellattended and enriching. Wired Word
potlucks will be held on Feb 3/4 at
three homes. Planning for an Easter
Prayer vigil has begun.

Social Media
We will design and prepare a new
church photo directory. Debbie Van
Diepen will arrange for
photographers and printing.

General Fund

DECEMBER
INCOME
17,594

DECEMBER
EXPENSES
(16,397)

DECEMBER
GAIN/LOSS
1,197

Building Fund

7,093

(7,170)

(77)

24,560

(20,760)

3,800

49,247

(44,327)

4,920

Day Care
TOTALS
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February News
Please remember to check the
bulletin each week for more news and
announcements. You can always find
it at:
http://www.emanuellutheran.org/
sunday-bulletins.html

Women’s Circles

Rebecca's Circle
Will be meeting in the home of Jane
Espland and Pastor Lyn Thursday,
February 16 at 1:30 pm. We will
study from the Jan/Feb "Gather
Magazine": GALATIONS—Christian
Faith and Christian Freedom,
Session two: Children of God
through faith by Kathryn A.
Kleinhans.
Lydia Circle will be held at Marsha
Waggoner’s house on Monday, Feb
13 at 7 pm.
Leah’s Circle meets at Susan
McCready on February 9 at 7 pm.
Bible Studies
Text Study meets
Tuesdays at noon
in Katie’s Room.
All are welcome. Bring a sack lunch
if you wish.
Sunday Evening Adult Education
continues with the book Together
by Grace: Introducing the Lutherans
by Kathryn A. Kleinhans. We meet
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays from
5:30 to 7 pm in Katie’s Room.
Thursday Morning Bible Studies
will meet at Casa de Modesto on
Feb 2 at 9:30 am. The rest of

February will be in Katie's Room at
Emanuel. We will study the 1st and
2nd Peter during February. During
Lent, which begins in March, the
Thursday class will do a 5-week
Lenten study titled "He Chose the
Nails," with DVD & study guide.
Please join us for our interesting
study and discussion. All are
welcome!

Monday Night Bible Study will
meet at Marsha Waggoner’s house
on Monday, February 6 and 27 at 7
pm.
Biblical Art Journaling next meets
at Emanuel on February 19 at 3 pm.
Eagle Scout Project
Sam Gierhan is raising money for an
eagle scout project here at the
church. The cost will be around $600
or more. If you would like to donate,
please give the donation to the
church and have it designated for
the Eagle Scout project. Thank you
and your help is much appreciated.
For more information, please see
Sam or Pr. Lyn.

us a metaphor for life’s journey.
Unlike a maze, a labyrinth has but
one path; you follow the path in to
the center and out again. Many
people walk labyrinths for different
reasons but Christians most often
walk a labyrinth in prayer or as a
contemplative exercise. With a
finger labyrinth, a smaller, handsized version of this devotional tool,
one can trace fingers along in
meditation.
If you would like to help, go to
welcatg.org where you’ll find
patterns and further explanations
about this unique collection. This is
a great way to participate in the
gathering, whether you are able to
attend or not. They’ve provided
patterns for quilted (sewn)
labyrinths as well as knitted and
crocheted labyrinths. Crafty women
could use the patterns to create an
embroidered or felted labyrinth.
Whatever you make, Barbara,
Marsha, and Kristine can take the
labyrinths to the Gathering.

Choir Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal will resume 0n
February 5.

For the Tenth Triennial Convention
Gathering, women of the ELCA are
making and collecting finger
labyrinths. What is a labyrinth?
Labyrinths appear in many
traditions and cultures, in many
religions and philosophies and
throughout human history. A
labyrinth, an ancient symbol, offers

Quilters: We have materials and
quilt tops ready to assemble. We are
planning a quilting bee for Saturday,
February 4 at 9 am in Katie's room.
The more hands we have, the faster
we can assemble the quilts for
Lutheran World Relief and Modesto
Police Department. Please join us
for a fun get-together. If you have
questions, see Paula Kroeze or Rose
Epting. Depending upon how we do,
we may schedule another time.
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February News, continued
Wired Word Potlucks
Save the date! Our first Wired Word
Potlucks of 2017 are coming soon.
This time groups of about ten will
meet at one of three different

locations. Suzanne Wilke and Pastor
Lyn will each host potlucks in their
homes on Friday, February 3. Jim
and Paula Barton will host a potluck
in their home on Saturday, February
4. Be sure to add your name to one
of the sign-up sheets in the Narthex.
To Do List

available
2. Coffee Hosts
3. Gospel Mission ministry on
Tuesday January 31
Please be sure to connect with
ministry leaders for more
information or to volunteer.

1. Flower Chart—many dates still
c

February Lectionary
In February we continue an unusually long Epiphany season, hearing the law in the Old Testament and Jesus’
expansion and explanation of the law (“You have heard..., but I say to you…”) in the Gospel readings. The month
culminates in the description of the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountaintop as witnessed by Peter, John, and
James.

February 5
5th Sunday after the
Epiphany

February 12
6th Sunday after the
Epiphany

February 19
7th Sunday after the
Epiphany

February 26
Transfiguration Sunday

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18

Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm 112:1-9 [10]

Psalm 119:1-8

Psalm 119:33-40

Psalm 2

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 2 Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 5:13-20

Matthew 5:38-48

Matthew 5:21-37

Matthew 17:1-9

c

February Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is February 19
All those celebrating their births during the month of February will receive a
Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out!
2/1

Kathleen Reuter

2/6

Karl Kraft

2/1

Donna Saldivar

2/8

Sarah Kroeze

2/19

Bethany Gierhan

2/2

Wes Trana

2/9

Izabella Klenz

2/22

Erik Jordan

2/3

Barbara Crawford

2/15

Elijah Niblett

2/22

Mary Murray

2/5

Tom Hardin

2/15

Chris Schmidt

2/27

Allison Shank

2/5

Ben Knoll

2/16

Alora Skustad

2/28

Suzanne Wilke
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February Prayer Requests
Answered Prayers:
Linda Nelson shares, “Robert Schlipman is doing much better and thanks us for our prayers.”
New Prayer Requests:
 Jeanne—health, strength and courage (Watkins)
 Helen Orr—healing (Crawford)
 Kim Petersen—healing (Petersen)

Our Members:
Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith
Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine,
Larry Decker; Elizabeth Estrada
Our Homebound Members:
Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts

Our Family:
Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan, Joyce & Manuel (Scott); Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer);
Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Cindy Johnson (Salonen); Helen Opitz (Smith); Sherry Orsetti; Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda
Luis-Thompson (Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard Epting (Epting); Sue and George Reinheimer; Christine
Williams (Dieterich); Alexander Smith (Pino); Adeline Otterness (Hoaglund); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Adriana Johnson
(Marquez); Tiffany Stone; Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin, brothers and sisters (Juarez); Justin Egesdal
(Nelson); Natalie O’Meany (Knoll); Randy Black (Silva); Maximilliano Ixcot (Ixcot); Donald Murray (Murray)
Our Friends:
Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne (Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja (Crawford);
Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado (Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Leila Afshin (Skustad); Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary
Martin (Martin); Jerry Larson (Clarke); David and Jeffrey Hudson (Reinheimer); Ken, Stephen Washer (Norquist); Roxie
Parker (Wilke); Our little guest from Family Promise (Tamra Losinski); Ian Hagler (Schmidt); Dr. Daniel Alfonso and his
mother (Tisdale)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces:
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in Kaneohe Marine Corps Base,
Hawaii (Marilyn and Chuck Rowland’s grandson and grandson-in-law); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will
be in Kuwait through June of 2016; Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen
(friend of Susan Hall), US Army in Kuwait.
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor

A few weeks ago, I read an article
titled “Am I a Christian, Pastor?”
that was an interview with Timothy
Keller. We know Pastor Keller from a
couple of adult bible study courses
at Emanuel. We learned from a DVD
called “The Reason for God:
Conversations on Faith and Life” and
separately from a later set of
sessions on his book “Prodigal God”.
Those studies were very good and I
wondered what Keller would tell the
reporter.
Keller is a pastor in the Presbyterian
Church in America; you may think of
that as equivalent to our Missouri
Synod Lutheran brethren.
Interestingly, his Redeemer
Presbyterian Church, while
“conservative”, invites non-believers
and promises to make them
comfortable. His most famous quote
is: “The gospel is this: We are more
sinful and flawed in ourselves than
we ever dared believe, yet at the
very same time we are more loved
and accepted in Jesus Christ than we
ever dared hope.”
The reporter started with a crucial
question: “...let’s start with the
virgin birth. Is that an essential
belief, or can I mix and match?”
Keller’s answer was that both the
virgin birth and the resurrection of
Jesus in the body are essential. They
are both so integral to the
foundation of Christianity that one
cannot remove them and still have a
stable, coherent faith structure. The
reporter tried hard to get him to
soften his stance and leave some
room for doubt, but Keller was
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having none of that; he stuck to his
position.
The reporter drilled in: “So where
does that leave people like me? Am
I a Christian? A Jesus follower? A
secular Christian? Can I be a
Christian while doubting the
Resurrection?” Keller’s reply: “I
wouldn’t draw any conclusion
about an individual without talking
to him or her at length. But, in
general, if you don’t accept the
Resurrection or other foundational
beliefs as defined by the Apostles’
Creed, I’d say you are on the outside
of the boundary.”
The conversation continued with a
discussion of faith and skepticism.
Keller acknowledged that skepticism
is a useful tool: “Doubts force us to
think things out and re-examine our
reasons, and that can, in the end,
lead to stronger faith.”

Having said that, though, he went
on to point out that a refusal to
believe in God and God’s mercy are
also a matter of faith. He asked
secular skeptics to also question
their faith assumptions. He pointed
out that neither position can be
“proven” empirically or to the
satisfaction of one holding the
opposing view.
The reporter then delivered what he
probably thought was a killing blow:
“I’m troubled by the evangelical
notion that people go to heaven
only if they have a direct relationship
with Jesus. Doesn’t that imply that
billions of people — Buddhists, Jews,
Muslims, Hindus — are consigned to
hell because they grew up in nonChristian families around the world?
That Gandhi is in hell?” Ah, invoking
Gandhi; the anti-Hitler. Gotcha!

Keller calmly gave the classic
Lutheran answer: “You imply that
really good people (e.g., Gandhi)
should also be saved, not just
Christians. The problem is that
Christians do not believe anyone can
be saved by being good.” Hah!
Gotcha right back.
But Keller didn’t leave it there. He
explained that justice is not a simple
matter. Our God is both loving and
just, but God’s justice may be
difficult for us to reconcile with our
notions of “fair”. If heaven were
limited to those who are “good”,
God would be unfair to people who
are evil for reasons that God can
forgive. Not to mention unfair to
people who are good only because
of coercion.
Tim got the last word in the
interview: “There is still the question
of fairness regarding people who
have grown up away from any real
exposure to Christianity. The Bible is
clear about two things — that
salvation must be through grace and
faith in Christ, and that God is
always fair and just in all his
dealings. What it doesn’t directly tell
us is exactly how both of those
things can be true together...If we
have a God big enough to deserve
being called God, then we have a
God big enough to reconcile both
justice and love.”

BIRTHDAY
BLESSINGS
SUNDAY
Worship Service
BIBLICAL ART
JOURNALING
YOUTH GROUP

FOCUS ON
PREVENTION
(Turlock) Public
Welcome
Worship Service
ADULT ED (Katie's
Room)

Worship Service
(Luther Drama)

INTER-FAITH
SUNDAY
TRANSFIGURATION
9:30 am Worship Service
5:30 pm ADULT ED (Katie's
Room)

26

5:30 pm

9:30 am
3:00 pm

19

9:30 am
5:30 pm

12

9:30 am

5

Sunday

7:00 pm

27

7

Tuesday

LYDIA CIRCLE @
Waggoner

Echoes Deadline
WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's

12:00 pm TEXT STUDY

28

22

23

16

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
9:30 am
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Day Care Board
1:00 pm
7:00 pm Council Mtg.

15

9

9:30 am

2

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
9:30 am
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
11:30 am INTERFAITH
7:00 pm
CLERGY GROUP
(Katie's Room)
7:00 pm Ministry Meeting

8

1

Wednesday

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
9:30 am
3:00 pm FOCUS ON
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
PREVENTION (Luther
Hall)

21

12:00 pm TEXT STUDY

14

CANA (Youth Room) 12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

Office Closed
PRESIDENT'S DAY
7:00 pm WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

20

7:00 pm

13

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

6

Monday

Emanuel Calendar of Events

Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel

Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel
REBECCA CIRCLE

Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel
LEAH CIRCLE

Adult Bible Study @
Casa de Modesto

Thursday

24

17

10

6:15 pm

9:00 am

3

4

Saturday

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

9-5:00 String Recital
& Recep.
10:00 am Organ practice

25

String Rehearsal
(Sanctuary)
10:00 am Organ practice
9:00 am

18

String Rehearsal
(Sanctuary)
10:00 am Organ practice
9:00 am

11

Office Closed
Reformation Worship 9:00 am QUILTERS
Planning Mtg.
WORKSHOP (Katie's
WIRED WORD
Room)
POTLUCK @ WILKE 11:00 am MEMORIAL
& CRASE
RECEPTION - JOYCE
RIDDICK (lUTHER
HALL)
6:15 pm WIRED WORD
POTLUCK @
BARTON'S

Friday

February 2017

