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WHO DO PEOPLE SAY THAT THE SON OF MAN IS?

Greetings from Pastor Lyn
Dear Friends in Christ,
It’s August and the stores are full
of back to school supplies –
already! The latest styles are in at
the mall to ensure all students are
well dressed for the school year.
Commercial evidence is
everywhere – it’s that time of
year! It seems like only a couple of
weeks ago school was let out for
the summer! Students and
parents are getting ready and no
doubt hoping for a year that is
successful for every student. We
hope for that as well!
The church is getting ready too!

Several new things will start at
Emanuel during August and
September. Watch the newsletter
and weekly bulletin calendar for
ministry “happenings!” For
example, starting August 5 a new
worship time begins at 5:30 pm.
This will be an alternative worship
experience. This service will occur
the FIRST SATURDAY of each
month. The format will include
those things necessary for
Lutheran worship that is, we
gather, hear the Word, participate
in the Meal, and are sent. The
Scripture lesson(s) may be the
same as Sunday, but everything
else will be different. I invite you
to come experience this “new
thing.”
Another new thing is that
Emanuel Lutheran Day Care will
open an after school program for
children between the ages of 610. This is a program Director
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from Pastor Lyn, continued
Laura and the Day Care Board
have been working on for several
months. All of the pieces are in
place for another opportunity for
ELC and ELDC to make a positive
difference in the lives of children
and families.
Emanuel will host a
Neighborhood Night Out party on
August 1st! Come by the front
yard between 6 and 9 pm for food
and fun. Our Family Promise
guests will be part of our
neighborhood that evening so
come meet them and hear their
stories. You may make a new
friend!
Wired Word is getting going for
the year in August – this is a great
way to meet people and form
relationships – and make new
friends!
In addition there are the usual ongoing ministry activities and
planning continues for a
Reformation Faire on Sept. 23. We
are partnering with Our
Redeemer Lutheran in Livingston
for this event which promises tons
of fun, lots of laughter, good food,
great entertainment (including an
old fashioned hymn sing). This is
an extraordinary opportunity to
meet other Lutherans and find out
what ministry is like for them.
Again, you may make a new
friend! Look for other articles for
detailed information. Look for
more on the Oktoberfest
happening on October 7.

And one more “new thing.” The
Care Cupboard food pantry will be
operational on Sept. 11. This is a
collaborative effort with Modesto
Junior College to provide better
nutrition and other basic needs for
students. Community college
students are up against a lot of
challenges and obstacles
including living space (many are
homeless), nutrition (comes with
being without a home), baby
supplies (many single parent
students), hygiene needs (soap,
shampoo, feminine products, etc.)
and, they also need listening ears
and caring hearts. If you’d like to
learn more about this ministry to
the community, attend an
Outreach Team meeting on
Ministry Night (next is August 9)
or talk to me. In addition,
Emanuel’s members will have
access to this Cupboard.
This is but a sampling of what’s
going on at Emanuel. It’s all good!
Keep an eye on the calendars for
updates and additions as all
ministries are busily getting ready
for fall! It’s already that time of
year!
In Christ,
Pastor Lyn
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OUR MISSION
Sharing Christ’s transforming grace
with everyone.

OUR VISION
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving,
supportive, and welcoming as we
reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city
beyond. We share a passion to
nurture children, youth, and young
adults.
We aspire to grow in Christian
maturity in order to minister more
effectively to a changing community
in challenging cultural times.
We seek always to be led by God’s
spirit and to respond joyfully to
God’s desire for our congregation.

BOOK OF FAITH RESOLUTION
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
committing ourselves to live in and
from the Word of God in all our
meetings, assemblies, and events so
that as we regularly and increasingly
hear, read, study, share, and are
engaged by God's Word, we lead by
example in faithful service and holy
living.

THE ECHOES EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Issue 2017-8

3

Servant of the Month
Dan Johnson has been an amazing
servant here at Emanuel since
joining us. He immediately became
one of our most active and energetic
members. Dan attends and
participates in multiple Bible studies
and now leads our Wednesday
morning Men’s study of the Gospel
lesson. He always has interesting
comments and helps us understand
what we are reading. He is also an
important contributor in the
Tuesday noon Text Study Group.

Dan delivered an interesting and
inspirational sermon in June when
Pastor Lyn was away. He clearly put
a great deal of effort into
preparation and it paid off. Dan has
also volunteered to be the Assisting
Minister and has excelled at that
task as well.
This year Dan began serving a 3year term on Council and joined the
Spiritual Life ministry team. He and
Lois Owen have re-energized this
ministry and we have a wide range
of activities to look forward to. Here
are some of the events Dan and Lois
are planning for us:
• Wired Word — Aug 11, 12, 13; Oct

20, 21; Dec 8, 9, 10
• Adult Ed — Sept 17, Oct 8, Oct

22,Nov 12, Dec 3

• Thanksgiving dinner with Family

Promise — Nov 23
• Christmas caroling — Dec 17

If you have not yet thanked Dan for
his service to us, please do so the
next time you see him!

• Blessing of the Animals — Oct 1

Drama Program Goes International
by Mike Clarke

Since an article about the
Reformation Play performed in
February at Emanuel appeared on
the ELCA website, we have received
inquiries from eleven congregations
expressing interest in performing
the play (to see the story go to:
elca.org/Living Lutheran/
Reformation). Two church
communities in Wisconsin and
Illinois, plus churches in New
Hampshire, California, Minnesota,
Ohio, Maryland, Nevada, and
Alberta, Canada, have requested

information.
To date, six ELCA churches have
received permission to perform You
Were There - The Reformation (one
pastor requested permission to
perform all four of the You Were
There plays!). Emanuel charges a
modest royalty payment for
permission, receipts to be used in
support of our church programs.
It's exciting to be able to share our
theatrical efforts with other church
communities. It's nice to know that
our play will be a part of

Reformation 500 celebrations in
other ELCA congregations.
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“All Anew” WELCA 10th Triennial
Gathering
Submitted by Kristine Kraft, Marsha Waggoner, and Barbara Crawford

Three women from Emanuel
participated in “All Anew”, the
Women of the ELCA Tenth Triennial
Gathering at Minneapolis,
Minnesota July 13-16. Marsha,
Barbara, and Kristine were on the
road for 3 weeks, about 5,200 miles,
and appreciated all of your prayers.
Highlights included: a Temple
Square organ recital and fireworks
at Salt Lake City, walking around
Independence Rock and Devil’s
Tower, WY, Mt. Rushmore and
Crazy Horse, buffalo and donkeys at
Wind Cave Nat’l Park and Custer
Nat’l Park, Badlands Nat’l Park,
Mitchell’s Corn Palace, SD, staying
with Wes and Joanne at Woodbury,
MN, Rocky Mountain Nat’l Park, CO,
Arches Nat’l Park, UT, and the
WELCA Gathering.
The Gathering was based on the
Isaiah 43:19 verse: “I am about to do
a new thing; now it springs forth, do
you not perceive it? I will make a
way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert.”
From the opening worship with
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton to the
closing one with Rev. Angela
Khabeb, we as Lutheran women
were challenged in our views,
actions, and faith values. Bishop
Eaton told of Jesus meeting the
woman at the well and compared
their interaction to a Minnesota
Viking fan and a Green Bay Packer
fan (hope the analogy is not lost on

you SF fans). Asking
for water – an act of
humility as the woman
was an outcast and an
act of practicality as
she sees he has no
water. Bishop Eaton
showed us that, even
in Jesus’ time, culture
dictated the way men
and women
interacted. She
wonders how can he
give her water for life.
This act really shows
us that Jesus is truly
human and that
salvation is for all.
Reverend Khabeb preached on the
parable of the Sower of the Seeds
and told of her frustration with
being comfortable with this
passage. Her delivery was so
characteristically un-Lutheran it
brought a smile and much laughter
to all of us. She said that the seeds
are like Oprah throwing seeds on
everyone. Everybody gets seeds!
God’s Forgiveness and Grace is for

Everyone.
Speakers during the three days
challenged each of us to do some of
the following:
Go from being “nice” to being
“good”. To pray over decision
makers so many times that they just
might change their minds
(especially when trying to make
some social changes in your
community). To take up an “action
item” to make changes in your
community. To shake up your music
in worship services (Lutherans are
some of the ones who resist change
the most).
Other speakers during the morning
Bible Study sessions shared their
personal stories. One that was
especially thought-provoking was
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Gathering, continued
Nobel Peace Prize winner Lehmah
Gbowee from Liberia. Her desire to
help to stop the war in her country
through peaceful methods asked us
to question who we align ourselves
with, reminding us Jesus did not
align himself with those in power
but with those in need.

Kelly Fryer from Tucson challenged
us to do more than be “nice” at
church, but, rather learn to be
“good” and to become “holy
troublemakers”.
Reverend Salvatierra, from Los
Angeles told us to learn to make
relationships and by doing so, we
become more compassionate. She
shared the experience of helping a
young man from El Salvador who
had come for asylum from his
country. (Having fled the AMMAPO,

a violent gang, who tried to entice
him into joining, only to have them
shoot his father in his presence
when he would not join.) She
appeared with him as an advocate
at his hearing in Los Angeles. She
shared that when a young person
had legal council his chance of
staying here was 90%. But, when
they did not have legal council, it
was only about 10%, as he did not
know how to answer the questions
asked by the judge. Her goal is to
have a friendly person present when
a young person has to appear in
court to show that someone is on his
side. She is taking a stand to make a
seamless journey from mercy to
justice.

All study sessions were presented 4
different times during the
Gathering. Those leaders shared
ways that we as Lutheran women
could get involved in areas in our
communities. One was to know how
important it is to take time for the
Sabbath — a process that has been
going on for ages before Jesus — to
make some time in our busy lives to
receive the day before we achieve
the day. Some examples of the R’s
to help us do that: Relinquish,
Refrain, Relieve the mind and body
of work, Return to God — our
source, Redirect our energies, and
Remember the goodness of the last
week: an ELCA task force that is in
its final stage of gathering
comments from all our
congregations on the social
statement draft on women and

justice (we wondered whether
Emanuel had participated in this
process), Reading the stories of the
women of the Old Testament in the
context of wife, mother, daughter or
sister; Making global connectionssharing how different churches have
reached out to our sisters in other
parts of the world to better their lot
in life.
Barbara and Kristine attended a
beautifully illustrated liturgy called
"Peace at the Last” (created by Lake
Chelan Lutheran Church, WA). This
liturgy invites and guides us to
accompany with beauty, grace,
prayers and music those who are
facing death. We must see Jesus in
the dying — even if they are the
least and most vulnerable — and
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Gathering, continued
3. Proclaim the good news of
God in Christ through word
and deed. Tell our faith story
and treat all with respect and
dignity.
4. Serve all people following the
example of Jesus.

stay with them. We need to always
treat their bodies with great dignity.
The liturgy was lovely and we’ve
ordered some books to help us.
Another study session was “All
Anew”: Through Living Out Our
Baptism Covenant in Daily Life. The
five gifts of discipleship are the
promises we make at baptism. How
do we live out these gifts in daily
life?
1. Live among God’s faithful
people through worship, pray
daily for each other, love and
forgive each other, and serve
our neighbor.
2. Hear the word of God and share
in the Lord’s supper. Go out into
the world and share.

5. Strive for justice and peace in all
the earth. We pray for peace
among nations and peoples.
Forgive others as we have been
forgiven by God. We need to
approach the scripture
prayerfully, humbly, mindfully,
attentively, expectantly, and
collectively.
Another session, “The Practicing
Life: Simple Acts, Sacred Living”
Pay attention: God moves in your
life just like the setting sun is never
the same, so the moment we are
sharing now will never be the same.
Before you can change you need to
forgive or be forgiven and own hurt
or wrong doing. We must be careful
of our words and actions in our lives.
Don’t fear God but be in Awe of
God.

We had our morning and evening
worship services in the beautiful
Gothic Central Lutheran Church
beside the convention center. We
participated in a hymn festival led
by the National Lutheran Choir and
had our first experience with a
Nordic Evening Prayer Service. We
had an organ recital at the church on
their Casavant Organ which consists
of 78 speaking stops, 108 ranks and
5781 pipes. Having experienced an
organ recital at the Mormon Temple
on our trip to Minneapolis, this
organ was at least as magnificent.
There were service projects that
took place during the conference
that included putting together kits
from the in kind gifts that were
donated (over $19,000 worth of gift
cards and 27,000 donated hygiene
and quilt kit items) to be used for
girls and women in the Minneapolis
area; making quilts from the
donated materials by the women
who were in attendance; $19,116
taken in for the Run, Walk and Roll
and as of Thursday night $50,000 in
offerings. There were over 3100 in
attendance and of those 1100 were
first timers ( go BARBARA!)
The 11th Triennial will be held in
Phoenix, July 16-19, 2020
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Our Day Care Year
by Laura Marquez

This year has been filled with
growth, change, and improvement
in so many ways.
August marks the beginning of our
traditional school year. This is a big
day for our children who are having
their first experience in a school setting. We begin our year with a Back
to School Night that is open for everyone. This year we included our
annual Art Gala on the same night
as our Back to School night. The
children’s paint on canvas is always
a big hit and the parents love it.

In the fall and winter months, Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas, we spend an early night with
our community at our Trunk or
Treat neighborhood event. Our day
care staff and church members
dress up themselves and their vehicles and pass out candy. We have
lots of fun. Our preschool program

also puts on a lovely show for their
families for Thanksgiving and
Christmas by performing on the
stage in Luther Hall. Our children
are all performers and love to show
their talents on the stage. Most importantly, these events bring our
families together in our church.
During the lovely spring and early
summer time, we have a Mother's
Day and Father's Day luncheon for
our Moms, Dads, aunts, uncles, and
Grands. Our preschoolers get another opportunity to give it their all and
sing their hearts out on the stage in
Luther Hall. This too is a lovely time
spent with our day care families and
extended families in our church.

In addition, this past spring the day
care was able to put in a new fence.
Our old fence was becoming tattered and worn. The children were
getting taller and therefore I felt we
needed to make our center extra
safe by getting a taller, more secure
fence.
Emanuel Lutheran Day Care has a
website called emanuellutherandaycare.com that we continue to update. We have been on
Facebook for five years and have

had lots of success! With over 100
followers, I post pictures of our little
ones and show everyone what we
are doing at our center. I can see
that my posts are seen by hundreds
of people. This is a very effortless
way to be noticed in Modesto.
The children at the preschool attend
YOGO with Lois and Sherri on Tuesdays and continue to have music
with David Holtz on Thursdays. We
greatly appreciate our volunteers.
We strongly encourage our day care
families, prospective families, and
church members to visit our center
to get a better understanding of
how our program benefits in children’s growth. Our children are
learning and growing every day.
I would like to thank everyone for
his or her support of the day care
and its ministry.
Laura Marquez, Director
Emanuel Lutheran Day Care
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July Council Notes
President Suzanne Wilke called the
meeting to order. Pastor Lyn led a
devotional based on Matthew 28:19
-20. We are charged to go, baptize
and teach; step out and dare to be
the Church!
Council elected Dick Norquist to a 3year term as a Director of the
Endowment Fund. Current
members are Dick, Rob Shank, Bill
Reinheimer, Pastor Lyn and
Treasurer Bob Reuter.
Council elected Sam Gierhan to fill a
one-year term as youth liaison on
council.
Pastors Report
Day Care will provide food for
National Night Out on August 1 and
dinner for Family Promise guests
that evening. Outreach will also
participate, but we need help with
setup and cleanup.
We will be a polling place (Nov. 7, 7
am to 8 pm) if we get additional
volunteers.
We have purchased an AED. We will
need CPR/AED training for most
Council members and others. It will
be in an alarmed case.
Plan B update – Next meeting Aug.
9 at 5 pm with Outreach and leaders
from MJC. Care Cupboard will first
open on Sep. 11, biweekly after that.
President’s Report
Sue, Lois Owen, and Pastor Lyn
attended “Making the Church Safe”
an all-day seminar organized by
Church West Insurance Company.

Bottom line: have a plan before we
have a problem.
Council discussed providing space
for another church to host Family
Promise at our facility. Council
voted unanimously to allow such
sharing, which would require very
little time or expense on the part of
our members. The host church
would use our space but provide all
labor, oversight of guests, and
supplies. David Holtz will coordinate
with Family Promise.
Day Care Report
After-school program will start in
mid-August pending approval.
Laura is gathering resumes for a
teacher. We need to move some
furniture out of room that will be
used. Couches and pews are
available to any taker.
Resource Ministry
Bob Reuter provided month and
year end reports. We had a yearly
income shortfall; pledges fell short
of budget by $13, 274. Our total
deficit for the year was $15,410.
Expenses were under budget by
$1,749, so we did very well on
controlling our spending.
Day Care had a very good year,
despite making a substantial capital
investment in the fence
and other projects. They
are also accumulating
General Fund
money in a brokerage
Building Fund
account. The apparent
Day Care
deficit this month is
TOTALS
simply the payment of

annual bonuses, which are muchdeserved and based on financial
performance over the entire fiscal
year.

Bob and Dick Norquist inventoried
our physical property.
Worship Ministry
A monthly Saturday evening service
starts August 5 at 5:30 pm with
communion. Pastor Lyn will be gone
Aug. 13 and Sheri Delvin will fill in
that day.
Family and Youth Ministry
Our youth are hoping to attend a
National Gathering in Houston for a
week next year. We have money set
aside for this but may need some
fund-raising. Youth will do an
Escape outing on Aug. 20 if they can
get 10 people to go.
Spiritual life and adult ministry
We have a full slate of activities
planned, including Wired Word
potlucks, Sunday evening adult
study, Thanksgiving dinner with
Family Promise, and others.
JUNE
INCOME
14,583

JUNE
EXPENSES
(18,173)

JUNE
GAIN/LOSS
(3.590)

5,186

(6,929)

(1,743)

24,994

(43,666)

(18,672)

44,763

(68,768)

(24,005)
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August News
Please remember to check the
bulletin each week for more news and
announcements. You can always find
it at:
http://www.emanuellutheran.org/
sunday-bulletins.html
Women’s Circles
Rebecca's Circle will
be continuing a little
vacation during August. We will be
back in September with Virginia Dall
as our hostess. More information in
August.
Lydia Circle will be held on Monday,
August 21 at 7 pm at Marsha
Waggoner’s home.
Leah’s Circle meets on August 10 at
7 pm at Rose Epting’s home.
Bible Studies
Text Study meets
Tuesdays at noon
in Katie’s Room.
All are welcome.
Bring a sack lunch
if you wish.
Monday Night Bible Study will
meet at 7 pm on August 7 and 14 at
Marsha Waggoner’s home and on
August 28 at Kristine Kraft’s.
Wired Word Potlucks this month
are on the evenings of August 11, 12,
and 13. These events are a
wonderful opportunity to gather,
share a meal, and talk of an issue of
the day. Each includes a bit of
biblical commentary with some
questions to ponder of a current
affair affecting our lives. They give
us time to share our thoughts, grow

in spirit, and encourage each other.
Friday potluck will be hosted by
Rose and Mike Epting and begin at
6:15 pm. Saturday potluck will be
hosted by Jim and Paula Barton and
begin at 6 pm. Childcare will be
available at this potluck. Sunday
potluck will be hosted by Marsha
Waggoner and begin at 6:15 pm.
Sign-up sheets for these potlucks
are in the Narthex.

and tuna packs which can be left in
the Care Cupboard. In the future we
hope to add to this list as we see the
needs. Thank you for your support.
Octoberfest

Thursday Morning Bible Studies
goes on vacation during August, but
will be back with interesting studies
in September.

Celebrate with us and learn more
about the world-changing events of
500 years ago — also known as the
Reformation. On Saturday, October
7, from 4 - 7 pm, we will gather for
bratwursts and beer and other food
items. Fellowship will focus around
Reformation themed activities –
including folk dancing, face
painting, lawn bowling, etc. Silent
auction items will be on display,
with proceeds going to benefit ongoing ministries at Emanuel.

Emanuel Lutheran Care Cupboard

Free Pews Available!

The Plan B committee along with
the Outreach committee has been
working to devise a way to help and
connect with students at MJC. We
met with Dr. George Boodrookas,
who spoke here last month, and
James Todd, VP of Student
Services. They showed us examples
of Food Pantries that operate at UC
Davis and Sacramento State.

There are 3 pews that are in need of
a new home! They could be
shortened for use in your home or
the wood repurposed. Two are in
the youth room and one in the room
off the Nave. It is extremely likely
these particular pews will never be
used in the worship space again and
it seems simply a matter of good
stewardship to see that they are
used for some other purpose and
not sitting collecting dust and taking
up space. The youth room will house
ELDC’s new after school program
beginning in August and the room
off the Nave will house the new Care
Cupboard. Please contact Sue Wilke
or Pastor Lyn for more information
or let the office know if you will be
by to pick one or more up.

Sunday Evening Adult Education is
taking the summer off. We’ll begin
again in the Fall with a new study.

Our plan is to combine this service
with a supply of staples for
emergencies like the floods this year
and for any emergencies that come
up within our congregation.
We plan to start slowly and see how
this works. We will be open for
donations this summer and open for
serving the MJC Community on
Sep.11 and every other Monday
after from 1 to 4 pm.
We need donations of bottled
water, granola bars, peanut butter

Quilting Bee
We will be having a quilting bee,
Saturday, August 5, from 9 am to 12
pm. Anyone who can tie a knot, use
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August News, continued
scissors in a fairly straight line or use
an iron is welcome. These quilts are
for Lutheran World Relief and
children's quilts for Modesto Police
Dept.
Reformation 500
On Saturday, September 23, we will
gather from 1 – 4 for food and
fellowship around Reformation
themed activities: petting zoo, face
painting, games for children, craft
activities, silent auction items and
opportunity drawing items.
Proceeds from activities will go to
our sister congregation in Livingston
and on-going ministries of Emanuel.
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED WHEN
THE REFORMATION BEGAN? For
answers to this question, attend the
performance of You Were There - The
Reformation, A Play in the style of
Early Radio, an original play written
by Mike Clarke in which we hear

from the people who knew Martin
Luther and their experiences during
the beginning of the Reformation.
This presentation starts at 2:30 pm.
Worship as Art
Worship is an art form as well as a
place where we use art.
Worship is the creative work of
God’s people praising, praying,
remembering, and dreaming
ourselves into God’s future. Because
our worship space is the primary
place the congregation gathers for
praise, prayer, remembering and
dreaming, Pastor Lyn and the
Worship Team has begun the
process of putting together a
subcommittee to deepen and
encourage the creative work of
worship. This new subcommittee is
called The Sanctuary Arts Team.
This team will provide opportunities
for education, encourage creating

art, and facilitate the use art and
decoration for our worship space. In
the coming months you will hear
more about The Sanctuary Arts
Team and there will be material on
how, as Lutherans, we have used
sacred art and decorative arts in
worship and congregational life to
inspire, deepen and enliven our life
in faith.
The Sanctuary Arts Team is being
formed and if you have questions
you can contact Pastor Lyn or
Council President Sue Wilke. If you
are interested in general
information on the subject the ELCA
website (elca.org) has several
articles on worship that address the
use of art and decorative materials.
Or check the table in the narthex for
copies of resources from the
website.
.

c

August Lectionary
During August we hear about the Law and the chosen people. Paul discusses God’s attitude towards Israelites and
Gentiles. In Matthew, Jesus explains the new covenant and shows that his love extends to all the world, using miracles
and parables to clarify his purpose. At the end of the month he reveals himself as Messiah, but swears the disciples to
secrecy.

August 6
Pentecost 9

August 13
Pentecost 10

August 20
Pentecost 11

August 27
Pentecost 12

Isaiah 55:1-5

1 Kings 19:9-18

Isaiah 56:1,6-8

Isaiah 51:1-6

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

Psalm 85:8-13

Psalm 67

Psalm 138

Romans 9:1-5

Romans 10:5-15

Romans 11:1-2a,29-32

Romans 12:1-8

Matthew 14:13-21

Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew 15:10-28

Matthew 16:21-28
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August Prayer Requests
New Prayer Requests:
Margaret Pino and the Pino family — healing, health, well-being,
and strength (Ixcot)
Michelle Lee — prayers of sympathy for the sudden loss of her boyfriend (Crawford)
Marg Sample — healing and well-being
David Massingill — prayers for healing (Reuter)
Our Members:

Linda Nelson; Laurie Spinuzzi; Pat Smith; Sherm Petersen; Marilyn Rowland; Vera Eden; Safe travels for Alley Taylor
Our Homebound Members:
Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts, Alice Hine
Our Family:
Joyce & Manuel Dillard (Scott); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Ian McKenzie (Schmidt);
Megan Clarke (Clarke); Jane Tisdel (Tisdel); Donald Murray (Murray); Patsy Natvig (Hoover)
Our Friends:
JoLyn Johnson (Crawford); Lois (Allen); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Art Ludke (Norquist); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces:
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF at Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC at Camp Lejeune, NC (Marilyn
& Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-law); Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut;
Chad Vander Veen (friend of Susan Hall), US Army in Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
c

August Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is August 20
All those celebrating their births during the month of August will receive a Birthday
Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out!
8/1 Christine Paulsen
8/4 Jeanine Clarke

8/9 Gretchen Lile
8/10 Joyce Bachmann

8/16 Emily Cline
8/16 Tim Wheeler

8/5 Janis Decker

8/10 Barbara Norquist

8/19 David Salonen

8/5 Meridith Yeoman

8/12 Susan Hayes

8/22 Mildred Golding

8/6 Debby Dailey

8/13 Ila Reinheimer

8/23 David Cline

8/7 Roger Lee

8/14 David Kraft

8/23 Jaycen Salonen

8/29 Susan McCready

8/8 Peter Kroeze

8/15 Nevaeh Aguilar

8/28 Derek Salonen

8/30 Karen Retford
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor

I spent a good chunk of time during
July playing a computer game called
“The Witness”. Sometimes I feel that
I have wasted my time when I play
games, but this one was an
exception, equivalent to spending
my time reading a great book. In
fact, I spent nearly as much time
reading about the game as I did
playing it. One reviewer said: “the
greatness of The Witness has to do
with more than mere technical
precision. Its ambitions are
intellectual and philosophical – it
strives to be, and succeeds as, a
work of serious thought.”
Another commentator said: “... if we
get too concerned with saying a
bunch of wise things in the least
personally-revealing way, then
we're basically putting up a front, in
danger of becoming a false front.”
Given my approach to this monthly
page, that one hit home.
One of the key issues about the
game is the lack of an explicit backstory, so players are left to figure
out what it all means. Even the title
is totally unexplained (and I watched
a very lengthy interview with its
creator). The best guess I found
related “witness” to an explanation
by an Indian guru, who pointed out
that, although we see the world
through our 5 senses, our truest
knowledge comes from deep within
us, not from those outside stimuli.
He concluded that we should always
try to observe ourselves watching;
to pull back and be witnesses of our
own presence in the world. Other

gurus and philosophers
have called this
concept “mindfulness”
or simply “awareness”.
Pastor Lyn may never
play “The Witness”, but
on June 18 she
concluded her sermon
thusly:
“Allow the power of
the Father to speak
through us and then
dare to go with compassion that
begins with noticing and
understanding and then doing
something about what is noticed.”
And on July 16: “Let your listening
be deep and your hearing and your
dreaming propel you into action.”
“Mindfulness” — a powerful idea
that I wouldn’t have expected to
pick up in a computer game, but
there was more. Inside the game
there is a movie theater and the
player unlocks videos using secrets
discovered through solving puzzles.
One of the videos was a portion of a
lecture by Richard Feynman, a
Nobel-prize winner who was widely
regarded as the finest, most
inspiring teacher of physics, ever.
In the clip, Feynman explains that
there is a hierarchy of ideas that has
physics at the lowest, simplest level.
At that level we think about
particles and wavelets. At a higher
level, we have a concept of “heat”,
which is essentially the jiggling of
particles, but when we describe heat
it’s not easy to explain in terms of
particles and energy. At another
level of ideas, we have the concept
of “storm”, which has to do with
movements of air and energy. We
are currently unable to use our ideas
of physics to completely explain
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storms.
Feynman takes us
through higher levels of
ideas: “frog”, “man”,
“history”, “evil, beauty,
hope”, pointing out that
each represents a huge
increase in complexity.
He then asks, “where is
God in all this?” at the
bottom, fundamental
level or at the highest,
most complex level? Is God in the
idea of hope or is he down in the
electrons and protons? Feynman
asserts that God is in the
connections and exists in all our
ideas, the simplest and the most
complex.
I was sufficiently inspired to read an
entire book of Feynman lectures
titled “The Meaning of it All:
Thoughts of a Citizen-Scientist.” In
this book, he explains why there is
an inherent conflict between science
and religion. The conflict he
describes is attitudinal, however,
not factual and he tells us that both
areas of knowledge can help us
understand the world.
The basic issue is that the scientific
method depends on scientists
acknowledging that they are not
ever completely sure of anything. It
all rests on aggressively attempting
to disprove theories. Doubt is vital
to advancing knowledge; faith is the
antithesis of this method. Once a
scientist becomes too sure of
something, he is no longer able to
contribute new ideas in that area.
Religion, on the other hand, is
generally a study of unprovable
ideas. Faith is fundamental and we
are “witnesses”.

HEALING PRAYER
SUNDAY
Worship Service
WIRED WORD
(Waggoner)

INTER-FAITH
SUNDAY
Worship Service
Adult Ed.

FAMILY PROMISE
INTER-FAITH SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service

30

9:30 am
5:30 pm

27

BIRTHDAY
BLESSINGS
SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service
10:45 am CONGRE. MTG
3:00 pm YOUTH-Escape
Modesto

20

9:30 am
6:15 pm

13

4:30 pm

9:30 am Worship Service
11:00 am Youth Planning Mtg.

7:00 pm

31

7:00 pm

4:30 pm

28

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

4:30 pm

21

7:00 pm

4:30 pm

14

7:00 pm

6:00 pm

7

6

Sunday

2

Wednesday

16

9

FAMILY PROMISE
WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

29

30

23

Echoes Deadline
7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
Youth Symphony
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
Chorus
12:00 pm Text Study
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
Women's Bible Study 7:30 pm GOSPEL MISSION

22

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
Weekly Staff Meeting
Day Care Board
COUNCIL Mtg.

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
Youth Symphony
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
Chorus
12:00 pm Text Study
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
Girl Scout Leader Mtg.
Women's Bible Study

Youth Symphony
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
Chorus
12:00 pm Text Study
10:00 am
Women's Bible Study
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

15

8

FAMILY PROMISE
7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
FAMILY PROMISE
12:00 pm Text Study
6:00 pm NEIGHBORHOOD
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
NIGHT OUT

1

Tuesday

31

24

17

10

3

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
Youth Symphony
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
7:00 pm
Chorus
12:00 pm Text Study
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
Girl Scout Leader's
11:30 am Multi Faith Leadership
Mtg.
5:00 pm CARE CUPBOARD
Women's Bible Study
Mtg.
7:00 pm MINISTRY MTG.

Monday

Emanuel Calendar of Events

LEAH CIRCLE

FAMILY PROMISE

Thursday

5

25

9:00 am

18

6:15 pm

11

Office Closed

10:00 am Organ practice

26

19

10:00 am Organ practice
6:15 pm WIRED WORD
(Wilke)
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FAMILY PROMISE
Organ practice
Biblical Art Journaling
SAT. EVENING
WORSHIP

Saturday

Office Closed
REFORMATION FAIR 10:00 am Organ practice
Mtg.
3:00 pm Baby Shower (Niblett)

Office Closed
WIRED WORD
POTLUCK (Epting)

FAMILY PROMISE
Office Closed
10:00 am
3:00 pm OKTOBERFEST
4:00 pm
Planning Mtg. - Katie's 5:30 pm
Room

4

Friday
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