Study Guide to Accompany
Easter Vigil Video
www.emanuellutheran.org

Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil
The Easter or Paschal Vigil is the pinnacle of the church’s liturgical
calendar and is a night filled with signs and symbols that enable
meditation on the Paschal Mystery. From the great bonfire at the door
of the church to the eruptions of “Glory to God and Alleluia” to the
baptism of the newly catechized, this is the first and most powerful
celebration of Easter. The Easter Vigil has been celebrated in some
form since the earliest days of the church. This vigil has its roots in the
Jewish Passover and culminates the Lenten journey for Christians. St.
Augustine referred to the Vigil as “the mother of all vigils!” Early
church documents like the Didascalia Apostolorum (Teaching of the
Apostles, 3rd CE) give us a glimpse into the practices of our religious
ancestors. Then, as now, the Vigil consists of four parts: 1) Service of
Light at which time a new Paschal candle is consecrated, 2) Liturgy of
the Word, the story of salvation using seven Old Testament and two or
three New Testament readings, 3) Liturgy of Baptism. In the ancient
church baptisms (adult primarily) would happen at Easter Vigil. 4)
Liturgy of the Eucharist – the Meal is shared.
Easter Vigil is the ancient and powerful celebration of the new
creation that springs from Jesus’ open tomb. Ancient symbols include:
the lighting of the Easter fire and the Paschal candle; the singing of the
Easter hymns; the proclamation through Word and Sacrament that calls
the faithful to join the universe in celebration; and the baptismal
washing that buries us with Christ and raises us to life are, each one,
powerful actions meant to draw us into the wonder of the resurrection.
Tonight we celebrate the life of Jesus beginning with creation and other
Old Testament stories that were a significant part of Jesus’ life and
teaching. The Old Testament plays a significant role in the Holy
Saturday liturgy. As dawn nears we remember Jesus’ lowly birth, his
shameful death and ultimately the glorious light of his resurrection.
Alleluia! Alleluia! He is Risen indeed, Alleluia!

The Vigil Begins
This is the night when God’s children gather to celebrate God’s
redeeming love.
This is the night the church gathers to celebrate Christ’s triumph over
sin and death.
This is the night when with one voice all of creation proclaims, “Alleluia,
Christ is risen from the dead!”
This is the night you delivered your people from the waters of the flood.
This is the night faithfulness rose up in Abraham and you provided the
sacrificial lamb.
This is the night you brought Israel out of bondage in Egypt and led
them through the Sea on dry ground.
This is the night through Isaiah, God offered living water to all who
thirst.
This is the night Wisdom called and the Lord provided.
This is the night through Ezekiel, God promised to provide a new spirit
of hope and dry bones danced.
This is the night Jonah fled and was delivered in grace.
This is the night Life rose from the dead. The dawn of a new morning –
a new creation breaks forth.
This is the night evil is put to flight, sin is washed away.
This is the night innocence is restored, joy is real and the scattered are
brought home.
This is the holy night – when all people are reconciled to God in Christ!

JESUS STORY
The Creation of the World --- Genesis 1:1-2:4a
1

In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God[b] swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.
9
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed
in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw
that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,
15
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And
it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.

24

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so.
25
God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that
it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,[d] and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them,
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of
the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath
of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done
in creation. 4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.
The Flood --- Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13
1

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I
have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with
you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the
animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; 3 and seven pairs of the birds of
the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth.
4
For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and
every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.”
5
And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.
11
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep

burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 The rain fell on the
earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah with his sons,
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons
entered the ark, 14 they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic
animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and
every bird of every kind—every bird, every winged creature. 15 They went into
the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life.
16
And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had
commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. 17 The flood continued forty days on
the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high above
the earth. 18 The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark
floated on the face of the waters.
6
At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made
7
and sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up
from the earth. 8 Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had
subsided from the face of the ground; 9 but the dove found no place to set its
foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the
whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with
him. 10 He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the
ark; 11 and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a
freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the
earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did
not return to him anymore.
13
In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month,
the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the
ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying. 14 In the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 15 Then God
said to Noah, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your
sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all
flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so
that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18
So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.
8
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never

again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is
with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
Genesis 22:1-18 --- Faithfulness Rose Up in Abraham
1

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains that I shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac;
he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the
distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw
the place far away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come
back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am,
my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 9 When they came to
the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill[a] his son.
11
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy
or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a
ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered
it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place “The
Lord will provide”;[b] as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be
provided.”[c] 15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from
heaven, 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have
done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless
you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the

sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their
enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing
for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”
Exodus 14:10-31 --- Deliverance at the Red Sea
10

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord.
11
They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing
us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone
and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not
be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for
you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again.
14
The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”
15
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to
go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea
and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will
gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained
glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”
19
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its
place behind them. 20 It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel.
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not
come near the other all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.
The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea
into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses,
chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army
into panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty.
The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for
them against Egypt.”

26

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot
drivers.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;
not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
30
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and
in his servant Moses.
Isaiah 55:1-11 --- Invitation to the Thirsty
1

Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
6
Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
7
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
Proverbs 8:1-8 --- Wisdom Called
Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? On the
heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in
front of the town,at the entrance of the portals she cries out: “To you, O people, I
call, and my cry is to all that live. O simple ones, learn prudence; acquire
intelligence, you who lack it. Hear, for I will speak noble things, and from my lips
will come what is right; for my mouth will utter truth; wickedness is an
abomination to my lips. All the words of my mouth are righteous; there is nothing
twisted or crooked in them.
Ezekiel 37:1-14 --- Dry Bones Danced
1

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.
3
He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will
cause breath[a] to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath[b] in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7 So I prophesied as I

had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there
was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these
bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord,
have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”
Matthew 4:18-22 --- Call of the First Disciples
18

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were
fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
John 20:1-18 --- The Resurrection
1

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7

and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but
rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to
their homes.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look[a] into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this,
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, [b] “Rabbouni!”
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she
told them that he had said these things to her.
Holy Lord
This is the night, a most holy night when Christ, the true Light and
Morning Star rises in glory to shine in our hearts, dispelling all darkness of heart
and mind. In this night of grace, receive O God, our praise and thanksgiving for
the Resurrection Light of Jesus Christ. Reflected in the burning light of this
candle is the truth of your resurrection; it is a light that will not diminish. He
who gives Light and who is Light, now lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, One
God now and forever. Amen

This Paschal candle is now carried to Easter morning celebrations of Life!

During the filming of the Easter Vigil story the Praise and Thanksgiving cards
placed in the offering plate each week were burned in the fire. Our praise and
thanksgiving was offered up to God as incense in the smoke that rose from the
fire.
Prayers of gratitude are offered as well to Mike Epting for directing and producing
the video segment; to Paula and Jim Barton for opening their home and use of
their fire pit for the production; to the cast of characters: David Holtz, Peter
Cousins, Paula Barton, Kathleen Reuter and Rick Unruh; and to Rose Epting who
added encouragement to the endeavor. May this video enrich believer’s faith and
encourage seekers to get to know Jesus and the mystery of his love and grace.
Thanks be to God!
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