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First Sunday of Christmas 
January 1, 2017 Lessons & Carols 9:30 am 

PRELUDE Six Chorale Preludes Based on Christmas Carols: Joseph Lowe 

 Lo, How A Rose, As Lately We Watched, Let Carols Ring, 
  Petit Noel, Masters in this Hall 

WELCOME   

ENTRANCE HYMN Once in Royal David’s City ELW  #269 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen 
L Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

L Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

L God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen 

GREETING 
L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L Let us pray together…. 
C O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 

protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 Suzanne Wilke 
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.  

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among 
the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 
you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave 
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.” 14The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you among all animals 
 and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
 and you will strike his heel.”  

CAROL Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  ELW #254 

SECOND READING: Genesis 22:15-18 Mike Epting 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed. 

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the 
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the 
gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing 
for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

CAROL O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  ELW  #257 

 Verses 1 & 4 
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THIRD READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 Marilyn Rowland 
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 

2  The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
  those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  
  on them light has shined. 

 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
  authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7 His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
  for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
  with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 

  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

CAROL It Came Upon a Midnight Clear ELW #282 
FOURTH READING: Micah 5:2-5 Dan Johnson 

The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem. 

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
  from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
  whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
  then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
  If the Assyrians come into our land 
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  and tread upon our soil, 
  we will raise against them seven shepherds 
  and eight installed as rulers. 

CAROL O Little Town Of Bethlehem ELW  #279 

FIFTH READING: Luke 1:26-38 Lois Owen 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

CAROL My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW #251 

SIXTH READING: Matthew 1:18-23 Rue Knoll 
Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus. 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”  

CAROL Of The Father’s Love Begotten ELW  #295 
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SEVENTH READING: Luke 2:8-16 David Holtz 
The shepherds go to the manger. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  

CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW  #276 

EIGHTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11 Susan McCready 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6  ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
  for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

CAROL As With Gladness Men of Old ELW #302 
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NINTH READING: John 1:1-14 Kathleen Reuter 
John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation. 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW  #283 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
L With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
L Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of creation. 

 Response: … Lord, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 
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TITHES & OFFERINGS What Child Is This Jeremy Young 

The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L God with us: 
You came as a baby to a manger. 
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
You come again in bread and wine. 
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others 
in the strength of your holy name. 

C Amen 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

TITHES & OFFERINGS What Child Is This Jeremy Young 

The offering is an act of worship; a response of gratitude and thankfulness. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

L God with us: 
You came as a baby to a manger. 
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
You come again in bread and wine. 
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
And then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others 
in the strength of your holy name. 

C Amen 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
L O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

C Amen 



11 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

BLESSING 

L May the Word that Mary brought to birth 
carry you into new and abundant life. 

C Amen 

L May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
enfold you with love and strength. 

C Amen 

L May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 
bring harmony to our world. 

C Amen 

L And the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 

C Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Angels from the Realms of Glory ELW #275 

DISMISSAL 
L Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE Toccata on ‘Auld Lang Syne’ Martha Sobaje 
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THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

Assisting Minister ................................................................................................. David Holtz 
Acolyte .................................................................................................... Fanney Bjargardottir 
Readers .................................... Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, Marilyn Rowland, Dan Johnson, 
 ................................................................................... Lois Owen, Rue Knoll, Susan McCready  
Usher/Greeter .................................................................................................... Owen Family 
Altar Care .................................................................................................. Debbie Van Diepen 
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Announcements 
 

 

Please use your “soft” voice during and following the Prelude,  

as others may be in prayer and meditation. Thank you. 

 

If you are in need of offering envelopes please Contact Maria in the church office. 

Sam Gierhan Sam Gierhan is raising money for an eagle scout project here at the church. 

The cost will be around $600 or more. If you would like to donate, please give the donation 

to the church and have it designated for the eagle scout project. The project will consist of 

removing the overgrown plants and bushes from behind the Daycare Center and replacing 

them with bark and amaryllis plants. Also, a large bush in the front of the church that is 

blocking a spotlight on the Emanuel Lutheran sign on the front of the building will be re-

moved. Thank you and your help is much appreciated. For more information, please see Sam 

or Pr. Lyn. 

Choir Rehearsal  will resume in February. 

Adult Education  resumes on January 8 at 5:30 pm. The book to be used is Together by 

Grace: Introducing the Lutherans by Kathryn A. Kleinhans. Please read the first section “The 

Faith We Confess” pages 9-46 in preparation for this class. If you do not have a book & plan to 

participate in the class, you may pick one up in the office. The cost is $6.00. 

Biblical Art Journaling is on break until January 15. 

Text Study meets Tuesdays at noon in Katie’s Room. All are welcome. Bring along your lunch. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study is on break until January 12. 

2nd Sunday of each month Healing Prayer during communion. 
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Family Promise offers New Year’s Resolution Help 
There a high probability that many of us have placed “service 
to others” on our list of new year’s resolutions.  If that’s you, 
Family Promise can help.  Guests return to Emanuel January 
22-28.  Sign up to help on the chart in the Narthex and get 
off on the right foot for 2017. 

Have you ever wondered what Martin Luther's sister thought about him? 

Who climbed the stairs first? 

For answers to these and other questions, make sure to attend the 9:30 Worship 

Service on Sunday, February 5.  You will want to be there! 
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WEEKLY BIBLE READINGS 
January  8 
Epiphany 

January 15 
Epiphany 2 

January 22 
Epiphany 3 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 

Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

  7:00 am 
Men’s Bible 
Study @ 
Mimi’s 

9:30 am 
NO Adult 
Bible Study 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 9:30 am 
Worship 
Service 

  

 

10:00 am 
NO Staff 
Mtg. 

    

6:30 pm 
Girl Scout 
Leader Mtg. 
Luther Hall 

      

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date 
Assisting 
Minister 

Ministers of 
the Word Cantor 

Communion 
Assist Acolyte 

Usher  
Greeter 

Altar  
Care 

Jan 8 
Epiphany 

Suzanne 
Wilke 

D Santana 
Y Troedson 

Paula 
Barton 

D Santana 
Y Troedson 

Kailyn 
Knoll 

Smith/ 
Knoll 

Debbie 
Van Diepen 

Jan 15 
Epiphany 2 

Suzanne 
Wilke 

D Santana 
Y Troedson 

 
Lois 

Owen 
Fanney 

B. 
Owen 
Family 

Debbie 
Van Diepen 

Jan 22 
Epiphany 3 

Kathleen 
Reuter 

B Rokaitis 
S Hall 

 
Beth 

Rokaitis 
Emma 
Hoover 

Reuter/
Dieterich 

Debbie 
Van Diepen 
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New Prayer Requests:  Ian Hagler, age 12—healing of brain cancer (Schmidt); Dianne 
Santana—back surgery (Santana) 

Dear Family Promise Friends, 

One of our dear little guests has become quite ill and is receiving medical care at a hospital 
in the bay area. Mom asked us to reach out to our faith partners and ask for your prayers for 
a speedy recovery. Thank you all for the many kind ways you support our guests. 

Best regards, Tamra Losinski, Family Promise Modesto 

Our Members:  Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly 
Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall; Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron 
Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Marj Sample; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine, Larry 
Decker; Elizabeth Estrada 

Our Homebound Members:  Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts 

Our Family:  Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan, Joyce & Manuel  
(Scott); Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn Thurston (Thurston); Cindy Johnson 
(Salonen); Helen Opitz (Smith); Robert Schlipman; Sherry Orsetti; Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); 
Linda Luis-Thompson (Strand); Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard Epting (Epting); Sue and 
George Reinheimer; Gregory & Alley (Scott); Donald Murray (Murray); Christine Williams 
(Dieterich); Alexander Smith (Pino); Adeline Otterness (Hoaglund); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Sean 
Pascoe (Waggoner); Adriana Johnson (Marquez); Tiffany Stone; Stephanie Dishneau 
(Troedson); Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin, brothers and sisters (Juarez) 

Our Friends:  Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne 
(Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja, Cheryle Pickel (Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); 
John Pienado (Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Leila Afshin (Skustad); Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary 
Martin (Martin); Jerry Larson (Clarke); David and Jeffrey Hudson (Reinheimer); Ken, Stephen 
Washer (Norquist); Roxie Parker (Wilke); Marsha Blomquist, Tim Purvis (Waggoner) 

We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces. 
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in 
Kaneohe Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-in-
law); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in Kuwait  through June of 2016; 
Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen (friend 
of Susan Hall), US Army in Iraq. 



19 

 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

Merciful God, make your presence known throughout your church in all its different forms. 
Guide preachers and teachers to proclaim the work you do in this and every place. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You created the earth and all it contains. Send rain and snow to parched places so that plants 
and animals thrive. Direct us to be good stewards of all that you create. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You heal what is broken and make all things new. Grant peace in war-torn nations, diplomatic 
wisdom to leaders, and end the torment of violence, so that all people live in safety and 
security. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You call us as your children and comfort us in our afflictions. Bring patience to the distressed, 
compassion to the grieving, and relief to the suffering, so that all experience your loving care. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You gather us together and feed us with your word and sacrament. Send us forth to make 
your name known to all in our community by serving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for your healing touch on those we name before you now, aloud or in silence (pause 
for silence). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

You give us examples of Christlike living through the witness of the faithful departed. As your 
beloved called on the name of Jesus throughout their lives, inspire us to call upon him in joy 
and in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took on our nature 
and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN #269 
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SENDING HYMN #275 


