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Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you 
by introducing yourself to those you encounter and please 
be sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family: 

Council members – Pat Smith and Sam Gierhan 
Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Dan Johnson 
Worship: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 
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Council member — Rose Epting 
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Property — Skip Hoover 
Fellowship: 
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Bob Reuter, Chairman 
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Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, and Dan Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 9, 2018      9:30 am 

PRELUDE Fantasy, Trio, and Toccata on   

 Oh, Come, O, Come, Emamanuel Austin C. Lovelace 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway ELW  #264 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Joyce Bachmann—Candle of Love) 

SING after Reading: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, 
the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 

C Amen  

P Let us come before God in confession. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P To you, O God, 

C we lift up our souls. 
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you. 
Remember not our sins; 
remember us with your steadfast love. 
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths; 
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and lead us in justice and truth, 
for the sake of your goodness 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

P Children of God, come with joy 
and draw water from the well of salvation. 
Remember the gift of baptism: 

your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; 
you belong to Christ; 
you are anointed to serve. 
Stand up and raise your heads! 
The reign of God is near.  

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 



6 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to 
all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 

FIRST READING: MALACHI 3:1-4 
The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) 

shall prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold 

are refined. 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: LUKE 1:57-80 
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 61They said to 
her, "None of your relatives has this name." 62Then they began motioning to his father to find 
out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is 
John." And all of them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue 
freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these 
things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66All who heard them 
pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the 
Lord was with him. 
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
 68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
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 71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
 and has remembered his holy covenant, 
 73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
 to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
 might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness 
 before him all our days. 
 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 78By the tender mercy of our God, 
 the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
 79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in 

partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, 

is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion 
by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you 
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all 
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 3. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6 
John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious 

authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is 
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)  

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
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SERMON Light Dawns on a Weary World, v. 2, ELW #726 Pastor Lyn 

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW #256 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 Response: … Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the Peace. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P God fills the hungry with good things. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.  

HEALING PRAYER 
Healing prayer and anointing are available during communion at the side kneeler. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Creator of the Stars of Night ELW #245 

 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You ELW #241 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Holy One, we give you thanks 

that in this bread and cup 
we have feasted again on your endless love. 
Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, 
that we may be messengers to prepare your way, 
harvesters of justice and righteousness, 
and bearers of your eternal Word, 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 C Amen 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE: collection of tithes and praise cards. We respond to God’s gifts with 

extraordinary gratitude. 

 OFFERTORY What Shall We Sing for the Child? Howard Helvey 
   Piano Duet 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
A God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen 
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SENDING 
P Gracious God, 

assist those who go out to share this meal with those 
who are sick, injured, homebound, saddened or imprisoned. 
Let the sacrament prepared at this table and 
blessed by your word strengthen those who receive the Bread & Wine. 
Encourage them by your presence & heal them by your grace. 

C Amen 

BLESSING 
P May God direct your ways in peace, 

make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

 C Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound ELW #239 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns David N. Johnson 
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Cantor ................................................................................................................. Paula Barton 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 
our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 
circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 
community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 
ministry to others. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

Prepare your church to share the good news, life-giving God. Put your word within us and 
dwell among us. Send us out to proclaim the mercy and salvation that abides in you. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Protect the creation, life-giving God. Sustain the mountains and hills. Restore the rivers. Give 
us wisdom and compassion to care for wilderness areas and urban ecosystems. Move us to 
care for your creation in all its forms and richness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Purify the hearts of all people, life-giving God. Remove the hate that lives within us and 
among us. Mold us into peacemakers. Raise up leaders rooted in your love and fed by your 
word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Comfort all who hurt, life-giving God. Wrap them in your tender care. Remember the 
forgotten and send us out to share your love with them. Be with the wandering, the worried, 
and the woeful. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Bless this congregation, life-giving God. Give strength and joy to worship leaders, musicians, 
and our altar guild as they prepare the way for the celebration of the Christ child’s coming 
among us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 
aloud or in silence. (pause) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We remember the generations who have shown us your faithfulness, life-giving God. Shine 
your light on those who mourn and prepare us for that day when we will see you face-to-face. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those 
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #264 
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Sermon Hymn #256 
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Sending Hymn #239 


