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Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you 
by introducing yourself to those you encounter and please 
be sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family: 

Council members – Pat Smith and Sam Gierhan 
Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Dan Johnson 
Worship: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 
Outreach: 

Council member — Rose Epting 
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Stewardship — Jim Barton, Janice Watkins and Lois Silva 

Property — Skip Hoover 
Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 
Social Media: 

Council members – Mike Epting and Rick Unruh 
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Bob Reuter, Chairman 
Team members: Pastor Lyn, Rob Shank 

Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, and Dan Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
December 16, 2018      9:30 am 

PRELUDE Veni, Veni Emmanuel  Leo Sowerby 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Barrie L. Bobb 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN People, Look East ELW  #248 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Josh Hollinger—Candle of Joy) 

SING after Reading: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain  

 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, 
the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 

C Amen  

P Let us come before God in confession. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P To you, O God, 

C we lift up our souls. 
You know us through and through; 
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we confess our sins to you. 
Remember not our sins; 
remember us with your steadfast love. 
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths; 
and lead us in justice and truth, 
for the sake of your goodness 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

P Children of God, come with joy 
and draw water from the well of salvation. 
Remember the gift of baptism: 

your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; 
you belong to Christ; 
you are anointed to serve. 
Stand up and raise your heads! 
The reign of God is near.  

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of 
John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20 
The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes 

from the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, 

and God’s salvation is at hand. 

 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the Lord. 
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L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: ISAIAH 12:2-6 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 3With joy you will draw water 
  from the wells of salvation. 
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
  let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in 
Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns, with the hope they will experience God’s joy and 
peace. 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 3. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 3:4-18 
John the Baptist heralds the mighty one “who is coming.” John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is 

not a matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational 

integrity. 

4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
 and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever 
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 
12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)  
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SERMON Light Dawns on a Weary World, v. 3, ELW #726 Pastor Lyn 

HYMN OF THE DAY Fling Wide the Door ELW #259 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 Response: … Lord, in your mercy, 

 Hear our prayer. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the Peace. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P God fills the hungry with good things. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome.  

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Lost in the Night ELW #243 

 He Came Down ELW #253 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Holy One, we give you thanks 

that in this bread and cup 
we have feasted again on your endless love. 
Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, 
that we may be messengers to prepare your way, 
harvesters of justice and righteousness, 
and bearers of your eternal Word, 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 C Amen 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE: collection of tithes and praise cards. We respond to God’s gifts with 

extraordinary gratitude. 

 OFFERTORY The King Shall Come Robert A. Hobby 
   Choir 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
A God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen 
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SENDING 
P Gracious God, 

assist those who go out to share this meal with those 
who are sick, injured, homebound, saddened or imprisoned. 
Let the sacrament prepared at this table and 
blessed by your word strengthen those who receive the Bread & Wine. 
Encourage them by your presence & heal them by your grace. 

C Amen 

BLESSING 
P May God direct your ways in peace, 

make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

 C Amen 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
P Let us pray: 

C God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially the 
gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who recall 
this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, family and 
friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may enjoy 
many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing for each 
one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW #244 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Fling Wide the Door Ernst Pepping 
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THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 
Assisting Minister ................................................................................................. Mike Epting 
Acolyte ....................................................................................................................................  
Ministers of the Word .................................................................. Bob Reuter, Suzanne Wilke 
Cantor ............................................................................................................ Kathleen Reuter 
Communion Assistant...................................................................................... Suzanne Wilke 
Usher/Greeter .......................................................................................... Petersen/Troedson 
Altar Care .................................................................................................. Van Diepen/Kroeze 
 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 
our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 
circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 
community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 
ministry to others. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

For choirs, hymn writers, musicians, and off-key singing, we give you thanks, Holy One. Fill us 
with your song of joy. Open us to proclaim your glory in our singing, speaking, and silence. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For the hurting places in creation; for seas and lands ravaged by natural disasters; for 
communities and creatures displaced by floods and droughts. Grant peace through your 
presence and joy in your healing. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For peace to ring out in our hearts and in our homes; for mercy and forgiveness to reign in 
every community; for war to cease and hunger to end. Give us this joy now, Holy One. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For those who are oppressed; for soldiers and veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder 
and their families; for neighbors who have no access to medical care; for those who are ill and 
those who mourn. Fill them with your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For foster families opening their homes; for grandparents raising grandchildren; for single 
parents struggling to make ends meet; for expectant parents who now grieve. Give strength 
and comfort, Holy One. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 
aloud or in silence. (pause) Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In thanksgiving for preachers and teachers who have guided us on the way. Bring us with 
them to rejoice eternally in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those 
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #248 
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Sermon Hymn #259 
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Sending Hymn #244 


