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Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Suzanne Wilke 
 

Vice President  

Dennis Strand 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Mike Epting 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you 
by introducing yourself to those you encounter and please 
be sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Jim Barton 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council members – Mike Epting and Rick Unruh 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Suzanne Wilke, Mike Epting, 
and Dennis Strand 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
December 15, 2019  9:30 am 

PRELUDE Light One Candle Wayne L. Wold 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN People Look East ELW  #248 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Candle of Joy) 

SING after Reading: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 

 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
 gently lead them homeward. 

 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
 for the King of glory. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the parent who rouses us from slumber, 
the shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, 
the deliverer who sets us free.  

C Amen 

P Let us come before the living God in confession. 

p As we wait and watch for the promised 
day of salvation, 

C we open our hearts to you, O God. 
Search us and know us. 
Reveal all that we keep inside. 
To you, O God, we confess our sins, 
known and unknown. 
Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. 
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Make us reflections of the radiant love 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 

P Beloved children of the Most High, 
you are gathered before the righteous judge 
who has mercy on all. 
Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, 
where sin is washed away in the river of life. 
Dwell peacefully in the loving arms 
of the one who nurtures all creation. 
Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven 
in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, 

☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 
coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 35:1-4 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. God’s 

coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is no 

need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 146:5-10  

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free. 
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 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
  the Lord| loves the righteous. 

 9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 

 10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! 

SECOND READING: JAMES 5:7-10 
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than 

discontent. 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge 
is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 1. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: LUKE 1:46-55 
Mary's song, often called the Magnificat, reveals key themes in Luke's story. Her "song" is an example of ancient 

poetry and rhymes ideas not words, so that a pattern of repetition is part of a recognizable poetic structure. Mary's 

song expresses hope that God will act in both mercy and justice. Martin Luther greatly admired Mary, who had 

carried the title "Mother of God" since 431 C.E. In his commentary on Mary's song, Luther said "here the tender 

mother of Christ teaches us with her words and by the example of her experience, how to know, love and praise 

God." God often works through the lowly & the unlikely in unexpected ways and in unexpected places. 
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 46And Mary said: 
 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation. 

 51You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever. 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT The-Not-So-Silent Night Group Publishing 
  Used with permission  

HYMN OF THE DAY Fling Wide the Door ELW #259 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
  Response: … Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the 

Peace. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace, let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

(You are invited to join hands if so moved) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 

Feast at the banquet of hope and love.  

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome. White grape juice is available 
in the second cup for those who prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Lost in the Night ELW #243 

 He Came Down ELW #253 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God of abundance, 

we give you thanks that in this holy meal 
you have invited us to feast with you and one another. 
May the taste of your love remain with us, 
and may our words and our work in your name 
invite others into your bountiful grace. 
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, 
even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.  

 C Amen 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE:  We respond to God’s gifts with gratitude. Collection of financial 
commitments and praise cards. 

 OFFERTORY O Lord, How Shall We Meet Thee Paul Manz 
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BLESSING 
P May God, who gathers us in love, 

lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. 
May God, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves, 
lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom. 
May God, who fills us with good things, 
lead you in pathways of equity and abundance. 

The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C Amen 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
P Let us pray: 

C God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially 
the gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who 
recall this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, 
family and friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may 
enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing 
for each one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN Joy to the World ELW #267 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Joy to the World Gordon Young 

THOSE WHO SERVED US TODAY 

Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 

Assisting Minister ............................................................................................. Emma Hoover 

Acolyte ................................................................................................................. Alex Hoover 

Ministers of the Word ..................................................... Alora Skustad, Fanney Bjargardottir 

Cantor ................................................................................................................. Paula Barton 

Communion Assistant.................................................................................... Addison Hoover 

Usher/Greeter ................................................................................ Rebeca & Matthew Owen 

Altar Care .................................................................................................. Van Diepen/Kroeze 

 

 

 

 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026002.  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright  © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by 
permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.  
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Cast of Characters 

The Not-So-Silent Night 

 

Bailiff .......................................................................................................... Barbara Crawford 

Judge .................................................................................................................. Alora Skustad 

Prosecutor ............................................................................................... Fanney Bjargardottir 

Defense Attorney .............................................................................................. Emma Hoover 

 

Josiah (Shepherd 1) ............................................................................................... Rose Epting 

Abel (Shepherd 2) ................................................................................................ Alex Hoover 

Seth (Shepherd 3)........................................................................................ Marsha Waggoner 

 

Sophia Busybody ................................................................................................. Katie Bilyeu 

Gotta Lotta .......................................................................................................... Renee Bilyeu 

 

Dr. Sigmund Fruitcake ................................................................................... Addison Hoover 

 

Messenger ............................................................................................................ Gavin Layne 

Wiseman #3 ..................................................................................................... Suzanne Wilke 

 

Baltazar (Wiseman #1) ............................................................................... Jennaca Hollinger 

Wiseman #2 ...................................................................................................... Josh Hollinger 

 

Archangel ..................................................................................................... Yvonne Troedson 

 

Mary and Joseph ............................................................................. Rebeca & Matthew Owen 

 

Manger Characters (Sheep, Donkeys, Angels, or Shepherds) 

................................................................................... Jack & Charlie Klenz, Madison Bailey, 

............................................... Jack Hollinger, Ethan Hollinger, Abigail Layne, Gavin Layne 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Holy God, we rejoice that your promises take on flesh in Jesus. Grant patience to your church 
awaiting the fulfillment of your reign of justice and peace. Restore in us the hope that we are 
called to proclaim to the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Life-giving God, we rejoice that you coax flowers from the desert and water from the 
wilderness. Send rain to parched fields and sun to flooded plains. Nurture all that lies sleeping 
under frozen ground. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Gracious God, we rejoice that you dwell in human bodies.  Empower all to embrace their 
callings and the gifts of your Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Generous God, we rejoice that you create us to praise you. Renew signs of your joyful 
presence in people of all shapes, sizes, ages, and abilities. Strengthen the voices and hands of 
all who prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth with music, dancing, and proclamation, in worship 
and in the community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 
aloud or in silence. (pause) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we rejoice that all who die in Christ are raised to new life. We thank you for the 
lives of those who have prepared the way for us and have now joined the great cloud of 
witnesses. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and 
hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #248 
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Sermon Hymn #259 
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Sending Hymn #267 


