
 

   

 

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 26, 2020 

 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531 Ÿ www.emanuellutheran.org 



 

 2 

  

Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Suzanne Wilke 
 

Vice President  

Dennis Strand 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Mike Epting 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship —  

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council members –  

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Suzanne Wilke,  
and Dennis Strand 

Josh Hollinger, Fanney Bjargardottir—Newly elected 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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Third Sunday After Epiphany 
January 26, 2020  9:30 am 

PRELUDE Noel for the Flute Stops Louis Daquin 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW  #815 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the eternal voice from heaven, 
the anointed and beloved one, 
the Spirit moving over the waters. 

C Amen 
P As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession, 

trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen. 

 God who searches us and knows us, 

C you have shown us what is good, 
but we have looked to other lights to find our way. 
We have not been just in our dealings with others. 
We have chosen revenge over mercy. 
We have promoted ourselves 
instead of walking humbly with you. 
With what shall we come before you? 
Forgive us our sin, 
and show us your salvation 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 

P Beloved of God, 
you have not received the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit that is from God, 
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 
Receive the promise of baptism: 

You are God’s child; ☩ your sins are forgiven. 
Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.  

 C Amen 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together…. 

C Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us 
into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:1-4 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, 

but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The 

joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from 

everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time the Lord brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 27:1, 4-9, 13-14 

 1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the   
   beauty of the Lord and to seek God | in the temple. 
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 5For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and  
   make music | to the Lord. 

 7Hear my voice, O Lord, | when I call; 
  have mercy on me and | answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O Lord, | I will seek. 

 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
   Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of | my    
  salvation. 

13 This I believe—that I will see the goodness | of the Lord 
     in the land | of the living. 

ALL:  14 Wait for the Lord | and be strong.  
     Take heart and | wait for the Lord! 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord 

arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the 

unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 
same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 
there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, 
“I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 
13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can 
say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 
might not be emptied of its power. 
 

  18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 4. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4:12-25 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the 
nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 
 
  18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 
  23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 24 So his 
fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, those who were 
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afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured 
them. 25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and 
from beyond the Jordan. 

L The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase  

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Follow Me, The Savior Spake ELW #799 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and 

all who long to hear God’s voice. 

  Response: … Lord, in your mercy, 
 Hear our prayer. 

SHARING THE PEACE 

The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
Please return to your seat at the signal from the organ and remain standing after the 

Peace. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
A In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace, let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
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Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit 

P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

(You are invited to join hands if so moved) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table of mercy and joy. 

We practice continuous communion at the altar rail. All are welcome. White grape juice is available 
in the second cup for those who prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore ELW #817 

 We Are Marching in the Light ELW #866 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Faithful God, 

you have kept your promise to us in this meal, 
nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 
Now send your servants forth in peace, 
that we may testify to your goodness 
and share the hope that is ours 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION (please be seated) 

OUR RESPONSE:  We respond to God’s gifts with gratitude. Collection of financial 
commitments and praise cards. 

 OFFERTORY What Child Is This arr. John Carter 

 INTERFAITH  COLLECTION 

SENDING 
P Gracious God, 

assist those who go out to share this meal  
with those who cannot attend. 
Let the sacrament prepared at this table and 
blessed by your word strengthen all who receive the Bread & Wine. 
Encourage them by your presence & heal them by your grace. 

C Amen 
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BLESSING 
P May Christ, the wisdom and power of God, 

and the source of our life together, 
keep you united in mind and purpose. 
And the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you always. 

C Amen 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
P Let us pray: 

C God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially 
the gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who 
recall this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, 
family and friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may 
enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing 
for each one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN I Love to Tell the Story ELW #661 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Let your light shine. 

C Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Arise and Shine in Splendor Johannes Brahms 
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Presiding Minister ......................................................................................... Pastor Lyn Crase 

Assisting Minister ............................................................................................ Suzanne Wilke 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................... Chris Schmidt 

Ministers of the Word ............................................................... Kathleen Reuter, Mike Epting 

Cantor ................................................................................................................. Paula Barton 

Communion Assistant........................................................................................... Mike Epting 

Usher/Greeter ............................................................................................... Clarke/Rowland 

Altar Care .................................................................................................. Debbie Van Diepen 
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Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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Notes for January 26, 2020 

85 & Forward in Faith 

 

1) How would you define the word “unity” theologically? What kind of influence does culture 
have on Christian unity? What was Paul referring to in the reading from I Corinthians? 

 ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
2) Jesus puts Isaiah 4:1-9 into his own words as he begins his ministry. Compare the two 

texts (Isaiah 9:1-9 & Matthew 4:12-16). Why do you think Jesus chose this portion of 
Isaiah at that particular time? Why are these words important for us today? 

 ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) Psalm 27 is poem that begins with a confident assertion of the psalmist’s faith in God for 

deliverance & continues with a prayer for the Lord to continue to be with the psalmist 
and teach him the ways of the Lord. It concludes by returning to an assertion of 
confidence & a call for others to show similar faith. Put yourself in the place of the 
psalmist – does God do this for you? Do you respond as the ancient psalmist or 
differently? How do you “show” your faith?” 

 ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
4) Jesus began his ministry after he heard John had been arrested. The story before this 

one is the “Temptation” story. Before he begins his work & before calling his first 
disciples, Jesus does one very important thing. What is it and how might we emulate his 
practice? 

 ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
5) Is there something in any of the lessons today that is particularly encouraging to you? 

Or is there something that bothers you? Who do you discuss both your revelations and 
your questions with on a weekly basis? 

 ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and all 
who long to hear God’s voice. 

Holy One, your voice calls us to follow. Thank you for raising up missionaries in every 
generation and for all who create communities of grace today. Open our hearts to serve you 
near and far. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Maker of all, we rejoice in the beauty and abundance of the earth. Unite us in our shared 
calling to be stewards of creation, to reduce waste, and to simplify our lives for your sake. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Ruler of all, thank you for those who run for local and national office, and all who serve as 
elected leaders. Gather wise and courageous voices together, that your mercy and justice 
would dawn upon all people and nations. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Healer of all, thank you for sanctuary and safety. Uplift all who live where fear governs and 
evil divides. Give refugees and all who seek safety a path toward hope and new life. Grant 
healing and wholeness to all who are sick, lonely, or grieving (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of courage, thank you for faithful teachers and evangelists in this and every place. Inspire 
our faith formation efforts with all generations as you call us to follow you. Bless our children, 
youth, and adults who engage in learning. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of goodness, we pray for you to wrap your loving arms around all we name before you, 

aloud or in silence. (pause) Lord, in you mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Risen Lord, we marvel at the meaning of your resurrection. Give us faith to place all hope in 
you as we give thanks for the faithful departed. May their witness help us follow your call. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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Entrance Hymn #815 
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Sermon Hymn #799 
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Sending Hymn #661 


