
  

 

 

Reformation Sunday 

October 25, 2020 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531   www.emanuellutheran.org 



2 

 

 

Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Dennis Strand 
 

Vice President  
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Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 
(Please ask an usher) 

 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council members – Pat Smith, Fanney Bjargardottir 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Josh Hollinger 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand 

Josh Hollinger, Pat Smith 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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REFORMATION SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 25, 2020    

PRELUDE A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Dietrich Buxtehude 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Page 12 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

P: Faithful God,  

have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen  

P:  God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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THE FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34  Marsha Waggoner 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 

upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). 

The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our 

hope lies in a God who forgets. 

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

PSALM: PSALM 46 Dan Johnson 

THE SECOND READING: ROMANS 3:19-28  Pat Smith 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 

human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 

relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that 

liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For 
“no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but 
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 

HOLY GOSPEL: JOHN 8:31-36  

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that 

sets people free from sin. 
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31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH  Addison Hoover 

HOMILY  Pastor Lyn Crase 

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound Page 13 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM Addison Hoover 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

P: People of God, do you promise to support this sister and pray for her in her life in Christ? 

C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P:  Affirmation Blessing 

P: Let us rejoice with this sister in Christ. 

C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God. 
And proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
1) With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need....…. 

2) Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in 
error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is 
divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer….. 

3) As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet 
as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from 
natural disasters of any kind. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….. 

4) Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. 
Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer….. 

5) Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to 
those who are ill. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….. 

6) In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their 
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us 
in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer….. 

7) Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our 
ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who 
work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer….. 

8) Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on the third day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—SUNG 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P:  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this wine we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 
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Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

P:  To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen 
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LAMB OF GOD—SUNG 

Commune now. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

BLESSING 
P:  Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen 

SENDING HYMN Rise, Shine, You People! Page 14 
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SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email 
for updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or 
the office. 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU!         From Robert Reuter, Emanuel Lutheran Church treasurer 

It is very gratifying that many of the members of Emanuel have continued to financially support 
our church and staff. Pastor Lyn has been very active in maintaining her calling to lead her flock 
and keeping us all informed during this crisis with the help of Mike Epting and Barbara Vukich. 

Our administrative assistant, Paula Braxton, and bookkeeper, Maria Ojeda, have continued to 
work in the office and help with Emanuel Day Care as needed. The operational bills such as 
utilities, insurance, and other monthly expenses all continue to be paid. 

These are trying times – physically, financially and emotionally – and Emanuel is so fortunate to 
have a dedicated staff to maintain operations. So, again, a big THANK YOU 
for your continued financial support for the ongoing work of Emanuel Lutheran Church. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 
Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of 
NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries.  

Forward Anew 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 
our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 
circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 
community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 
ministry to others. 
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Entrance Hymn 
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Hymn of the Day 
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Sending Hymn 
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Prayer Requests – October 25, 2020 

 

   Prayers of comfort for Christine Paulsen and family at the death of her mother 

           and  ELC member, Wanda Paulsen 

           Prayers of comfort for Bob Ruehle and family for the loss of his brother Dr. Jon 

           Ruehle 

On-going Prayers: healing for Andrea Olson, healing & recovery from eye surgery and 

follow-up treatment; prayers of comfort and strength for Alexandra Tisdel and family for the 

unexpected death of her father, Ken Tisdel of Riverside California; Tom Norquist—healing & 

well-being; Susan Hayes and family—comfort & strength; Robert Loeffler & family—comfort, 

strength & peace; health & well-being for Justin Egesdal, Linda Nelson’s grandson; comfort 

& peace for Nick Berlin, Lori Skustad’s father; Bill Beasley—healing & comfort; LuAnn—

healing & well-being (Knoll); Connie Petersen—healing and well-being; William Teaney—

healing & well-being; Claire—comfort & peace (Paulsen); Zach Cline—successful treatment 

& complete healing; Dwight & Pat Langhoff—(Barton); Fred Wiechmann—continued healing 

from a stroke (Waggoner) 

Pray for the church, the world and all those in need: 

Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs. 

For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees 

who have stepped up to help during this crisis.  

For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with 

COVID-19 that healing will be complete. 

For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with a sure 

and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope. 

For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress during this 

time we pray they may be sustained in love and grace. 

For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we pray to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen 


