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Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Dennis Strand 
 

Vice President  

Pat Smith 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Josh Hollinger 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the Nar-

thex). 
 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 
(Please ask an usher) 

 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council members – Pat Smith, Fanney Bjargardottir 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Josh Hollinger 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand 

Josh Hollinger, Pat Smith 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

DECEMBER 24, 2020      

PRELUDE Adeste Fidelis  Jeanne Demessieux 

 I Wonder David Evan Thomas 
 Angels We Have Heard on High Charles W. Ore 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Love from the beginning, 
Word made flesh, 
Breath of heaven. 

 Amen  

P Let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, 
trusting in God’s endless mercy and love. 

 Merciful God, 
we confess that we are not perfect. 
We have said and done things we regret. 
We have tried to earn your redeeming grace, 
while denying it to others. 
We have resisted your call 
to be your voice in the world. 
Forgive us, loving God. 
Give us your righteousness, 
the strength to put aside our failures, 
and the courage to try again. Amen 

P Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
Christ the Savior is born! 
You are loved and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. 
You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, 
because God’s love is given to you 
as the most precious gift of all. 
Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. 

Amen 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with you all. 

And also with you. 

HYMN   Go Tell It on the Mountain   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray together ...  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7 Dan Johnson, Lois Owen 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with 

a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith 

lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 
 2The people who walked in darkness  
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation,  
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you  
  as with joy at the harvest,  
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden,  
  and the bar across their shoulders,  
  the rod of their oppressor,  
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
          7His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
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  He will establish and uphold it  
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

HYMN Away in a Manger 

SECOND READING: PSALM 96  Dan Johnson, Lois Owen 
1Sing to the Lord a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

 4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 

 9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
  tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples 
 with equity.” 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, 
  for you come to judge the earth. 

    13You will judge the world with righteousness 
       and the peoples with your truth. 

HYMN Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem 
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THIRD READING: Titus 2:11-14  Dan Johnson, Lois Owen 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the 

present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 2. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High 

FOURTH READING: Luke 2:1-20  Pastor Lyn Crase 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and 

proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
 1In those days a decree when out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; 11 to you is born this day in the city of  

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in a manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
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treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase 

HYMN What Child Is This  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
1) Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need…... 

2) The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim 
this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people 
in songs of praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

3) Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who 
tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the 
hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

4) The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the 
noise of war and violence in places of unrest (especially). Inspire leaders of nations to seek 
lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

5) Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those 
facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who 
lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great.  

6) Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant 
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or 
options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great.  

7) The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed (especially). Let us join them this 
night in joyful praise around your eternal throne (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great.  

8) God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers 
to you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

CANDLELIGHT CAROL Silent Night, Holy Night!  

Candles are lit as the organ begins to play. When all candles are lit, we will begin to sing. 

PRAYER 
P (Let us pray.) Lord Jesus, let your light so shine in us that all may see your good works in us 

and glorify our Father in heaven. 

Glory to God. Amen 

BLESSING 
P Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen 

Candles are extinguished. 

SENDING HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of 
NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries.  
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SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email 
for updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or 
the office. 
 
We are now in the season of Christmas! As the end of 2020 nears and a new fiscal year 
begins, I am reminded of my financial commitment to Emanuel Lutheran Church. Our 
congregation has been so blessed to have an outstanding staff committed to the work and 
mission of Emanuel and Pastor Lyn who continues to guide us in creative ways to “do church 
together”. My pledged financial commitment – and yours – will ensure that this can 
continue. 

After a long absence due to Covid – since the season of Lent – Pastor Lyn is again leading our 
Sunday worship services in the sanctuary, accompanied by Barbara Vukich’s magnificent 
organ music. Throughout the week, the work of our church and Emanuel Day Care could not 
be accomplished without the expertise and dedication of Administrative Assistant Paula 
Braxton and Bookkeeper Maria Ojeda. Amazingly, this work, and the work of ministry at 
Emanuel, has continued throughout the pandemic restrictions. 

At this time of year, the council asks each membership family to prayerfully consider making 
a pledge of financial giving for the coming year. The council relies on the pledges received to 
be able to make responsible and realistic plans for 2021. We need to know that we can 
continue to meet our financial commitments for staffing, supplies, building maintenance, 
and general operations, as well as our building loan. And most of all, we need to be 
confident in our ability to continue our projects of outreach and ministry for our members 
and the wider Modesto community. 

As treasurer I personally thank all members who have continued to financially support our 
church and staff during this unbelievably trying year. Many members, including the elected 
council, have continued to generously donate time and talent to the continuing operations 
of our church, even when our programs and schedules seemed to be especially challenged 
by conditions beyond our control. Thank you for all you have done in 2020! Thank you for all 
you pledge to do in 2021! 

Robert Reuter, Treasurer 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Forward Anew 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

Thur. 12/24 8 am—12 pm 

Fri. 12/25 CLOSED 

Mon. 12/28 8 am—2 pm 

Tue. 12/29 8 am—2 pm 

Wed. 12/30 8 am—2 pm 

Thur. 12/31 8 am—12 pm 

Fri. 1/1/2021 CLOSED 
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ENTRANCE HYMN 
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HYMN 1 
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HYMN 2 
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HYMN 3 
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HYMN 4 
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HYMN 5 
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 CANDLELIGHT CAROL 
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SENDING HYMN 
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Prayer Requests – December 24, 2020 

 Prayers for recovery and healing for Jim Norquist, cousin of Tom and Dick Norquist. 
Jim lives in Fresno and has been hospitalized with COVID. 

   Prayers of comfort for the family of Diane Changnon, friend of Marsha Waggoner. 
 Diane recently died from West Nile virus. 

  Prayers of comfort for David Locke and family on the death of his mother. David is  
 a family member of William Teaney. 

On-going Prayers: Peace, solidarity & tranquility for the Tisdel & Rhoads families (Tisdel); 

James Nelson—healing & well-being; ; Ron Frieberg—comfort & well-being (Poston);  

Nicolas Rubatino—recovery & healing (Silva); Mya—peace of mind and guidance (Fritts); 

Pat & Jack Smith and family—comfort & peace; Lois Silva—healing & recovery after eye 

surgery; Christine Paulsen—prayers of comfort; Andrea Olson—healing & recovery from 

eye surgery and follow-up treatment; Tom Norquist—healing & well-being;  Justin Egesdal, 

Linda Nelson’s grandson—health & well-being; Bill Beasley—healing & comfort; Connie 

Petersen—healing and well-being; Claire—comfort & peace (Paulsen); Fred Wiechmann—

continued healing from a stroke (Waggoner) 

Pray for the church, the world and all those in need: 

Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs. 

For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees 

who have stepped up to help during this crisis.  

For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with 

COVID-19 that healing will be complete. 

For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with a sure 

and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope. 

For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress during this 

time we pray they may be sustained in love and grace. 

For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we 

pray to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen 


