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1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
A Service of Lessons & Carols
DECEMBER 27, 2020

PRELUDE

Roses and Angels

Jeremy Young

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Joy to the World

CHRISTMAS DIALOG
P Holy One,
the beginning and the end,
the giver of life:
Blessed are you,
C for the birth of creation.
A Blessed are you,
C in the darkness and in the light.
P Blessed are you,
C for your promise to your people.
A Blessed are you,
C in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
P Blessed are you,
C for Mary’s openness to your will.
A Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
C the Word made flesh.
P Sing to God a new song!
C A song of hope, joy, and peace throughout the world.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
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Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen
P Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10

Barbara Crawford

7

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
9
Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

FIRST READING CAROL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming #272

SECOND READING: Psalm 98

Kathleen Reuter

1

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

2

O Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

5

Sing to the Lord| with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

6

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

7

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
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8

Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.

9

The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem #279

THIRD READING: Hebrews 1:1-12

Barbara Crawford
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son;
today I have begotten you”?
Or again,
“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”?
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7
Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire.”
8
But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
10
And,
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
11
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
12
like a cloak you will roll them up,
and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end.”
1

THIRD READING CAROL

The First Noel
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FOURTH READING: John 1:1-14

Kathleen Reuter
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
13
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
1

FOURTH READING CAROL

What Child Is This? #296

FIFTH READING: John 1:10-18

Barbara Crawford
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
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FIFTH READING CAROL

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear #276

SIXTH READING: Luke 2:21-40

Kathleen Reuter

21

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
22
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had
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been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for the revelation to the Gentiles
and for the glory to your people Israel.”
33

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

MEDITATION

Pastor Lyn Crase

CAROL

The Bells of Christmas #293

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
1) Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need…..
2) Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations,
denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your
forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
3) All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens
to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer
days of awakening and growth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
4) The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring
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forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of
discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common
good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
5) Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with

fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. Reveal your power to
heal and to save. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
6) Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and
Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need
of income, food, company, or health care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
7) Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints, we give you
thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
8) God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers
to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In
the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a
new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—SUNG

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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P With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to Christ, who comes to us in this holy supper.
Please be seated.
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LAMB OF GOD—SUNG

COMMUNION BLESSING
P Please rise.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self
with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your
promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen

BLESSING
P Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent
the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through
the Word made flesh.
C Amen

SENDING HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

#288

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Share the Gift of Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Joy to the World
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Emma Lou Diemer

SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email
for updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or
the office.
We are now in the season of Christmas! As the end of 2020 nears and a new fiscal year
begins, I am reminded of my financial commitment to Emanuel Lutheran Church. Our
congregation has been so blessed to have an outstanding staff committed to the work and
mission of Emanuel and Pastor Lyn who continues to guide us in creative ways to “do church
together”. My pledged financial commitment – and yours – will ensure that this can
continue.
After a long absence due to Covid – since the season of Lent – Pastor Lyn is again leading our
Sunday worship services in the sanctuary, accompanied by Barbara Vukich’s magnificent
organ music. Throughout the week, the work of our church and Emanuel Day Care could not
be accomplished without the expertise and dedication of Administrative Assistant Paula
Braxton and Bookkeeper Maria Ojeda. Amazingly, this work, and the work of ministry at
Emanuel, has continued throughout the pandemic restrictions.
At this time of year, the council asks each membership family to prayerfully consider making
a pledge of financial giving for the coming year. The council relies on the pledges received to
be able to make responsible and realistic plans for 2021. We need to know that we can
continue to meet our financial commitments for staffing, supplies, building maintenance,
and general operations, as well as our building loan. And most of all, we need to be
confident in our ability to continue our projects of outreach and ministry for our members
and the wider Modesto community.
As treasurer I personally thank all members who have continued to financially support our
church and staff during this unbelievably trying year. Many members, including the elected
council, have continued to generously donate time and talent to the continuing operations
of our church, even when our programs and schedules seemed to be especially challenged
by conditions beyond our control. Thank you for all you have done in 2020! Thank you for all
you pledge to do in 2021!
Robert Reuter, Treasurer
Emanuel Lutheran Church

Forward Anew
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Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of
NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries.
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Our Mission
To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.

Our Vision
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city beyond.

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and
circumstances of life.
We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing
community in challenging cultural times.
God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in
ministry to others.
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ENTRANCE HYMN
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FIRST READING CAROL
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SECOND READING CAROL
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THIRD READING CAROL
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FOURTH READING CAROL
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FIFTH READING CAROL
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CAROL AFTER THE MEDITATION
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Prayer Requests – December 27, 2020
 Prayers for recovery and healing for Jim Norquist, cousin of Tom and Dick Norquist.
Jim lives in Fresno and has been hospitalized with COVID.
 Prayers of comfort for the family of Diane Changnon, friend of Marsha Waggoner.
Diane recently died from West Nile virus.
 Prayers of comfort for David Locke and family on the death of his mother. David is
a family member of William Teaney.
On-going Prayers: Peace, solidarity & tranquility for the Tisdel & Rhoads families (Tisdel);
James Nelson—healing & well-being; ; Ron Frieberg—comfort & well-being (Poston);
Nicolas Rubatino—recovery & healing (Silva); Mya—peace of mind and guidance (Fritts);
Pat & Jack Smith and family—comfort & peace; Lois Silva—healing & recovery after eye
surgery; Christine Paulsen—prayers of comfort; Andrea Olson—healing & recovery from
eye surgery and follow-up treatment; Tom Norquist—healing & well-being; Justin Egesdal,
Linda Nelson’s grandson—health & well-being; Bill Beasley—healing & comfort; Connie
Petersen—healing and well-being; Claire—comfort & peace (Paulsen); Fred Wiechmann—
continued healing from a stroke (Waggoner)

Pray for the church, the world and all those in need:
Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs.
For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees
who have stepped up to help during this crisis.
For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with
COVID-19 that healing will be complete.
For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with a sure
and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope.

For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress during this
time we pray they may be sustained in love and grace.
For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we
pray to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen
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