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HYMN OF PRAISE
PRELUDE

As with Gladness Men of Old
Three for Epiphany
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Paul Manz

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

The First Noel
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen
P: Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of
your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6

Kathleen Reuter, Lois Owen

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in
her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to
Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.
1

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4

Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Kathleen Reuter, Lois Owen

1

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

2

that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

3

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

4

Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

5

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

6

Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
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7

In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

11

May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

12

For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

13

He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.
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From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-13 (MSG)

Kathleen Reuter, Lois Owen

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul
and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.
1-3

This is why I, Paul, am in jail for Christ, having taken up the cause of you outsiders, so-called. I
take it that you’re familiar with the part I was given in God’s plan for including everybody. I got
the inside story on this from God himself, as I just wrote you in brief.
4-6

As you read over what I have written to you, you’ll be able to see for yourselves into the
mystery of Christ. None of our ancestors understood this. Only in our time has it been made clear
by God’s Spirit through his holy apostles and prophets of this new order. The mystery is that
people who have never heard of God and those who have heard of him all their lives (what I’ve
been calling outsiders and insiders) stand on the same ground before God. They get the same
offer, same help, same promises in Christ Jesus. The Message is accessible and welcoming to
everyone, across the board.
7-8

This is my life work: helping people understand and respond to this Message. It came as a
sheer gift to me, a real surprise, God handling all the details. When it came to presenting the
Message to people who had no background in God’s way, I was the least qualified of any of the
available Christians. God saw to it that I was equipped, but you can be sure that it had nothing to
do with my natural abilities.
8-10

And so here I am, preaching and writing about things that are way over my head, the
inexhaustible riches and generosity of Christ. My task is to bring out in the open and make plain
what God, who created all this in the first place, has been doing in secret and behind the scenes
all along. Through followers of Jesus like yourselves gathered in churches, this extraordinary plan
of God is becoming known and talked about even among the angels!
11-13

All this is proceeding along lines planned all along by God and then executed in Christ Jesus.
When we trust in him, we’re free to say whatever needs to be said, bold to go wherever we need
to go. So don’t let my present trouble on your behalf get you down. Be proud!
5

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P: The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 2.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

Kathleen Reuter, Lois Owen

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
6

SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase
Oh Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
1) Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need…..
2) Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as beacons of your
redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your church that it may speak with boldness and
confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
3) Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. Place wonder into the hearts
of those who search the skies and explore the heavens. Curb waste and pollution, that all
might have clean air to breathe. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
4) Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up advocates who

champion the cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be generous
with abundance, that all people might live in stability and freedom. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
5) Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and restoration.

Dispel fears and shadows. Restore broken relationships and mend broken hearts. Bring
relief to those who are sick or struggling. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
6) Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other roads. Guard refugees,
immigrants, and asylum seekers. Protect families fleeing conflict in their homelands or
abuse in their homes. Tend to those who have no place to lay their heads. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
7) According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your saints, from the least to the
greatest, to your heavenly places. As you created all things, make all things new again in
the splendor of your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
8) God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers
to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
7

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In
the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a
new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—SUNG

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

8

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.
9

LAMB OF GOD—SUNG

COMMUNION BLESSING
P Please rise.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self
with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your
promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen

BLESSING
P Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent
the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ through
the Word made flesh.
C Amen

SENDING HYMN

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Share the Gift of Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
10

Michael Burkhardt

SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email
for updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or
the office.
As we close the book for 2020 and start a new fiscal year, 2021, we pray that the pandemic
will soon fade away as the coronavirus vaccine becomes available for more people. Many
have recovered from the dreaded virus and others have a natural immunity to it. The
numbers of immune, vaccinated and recovered will, in time, allow us to again gather for
worship services as a church family.
I thank all the members of Emanuel who have been financially able to continue their
support for the ongoing operations of our church and staff during 2020. It has been a trying
situation for all of us. However, as we start a new fiscal year it is important to continue our
financial support for Emanuel Lutheran Church. We need to continue to meet our financial
obligations for staff, supplies, maintenance, insurance, and loan payments. We have been
so blessed to have a very dedicated staff to keep operations running smoothly through the
difficult 2020, and God willing they will be with us into a much better 2021.
Thank you for your support during 2020 and your pledges for 2021.
Robert Reuter, Treasurer
Emanuel Lutheran Church

Forward Anew
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Our Mission
To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.

Our Vision
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city beyond.

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and
circumstances of life.
We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing
community in challenging cultural times.
God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in
ministry to others.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

13

ENTRANCE HYMN

14

HYMN OF THE DAY

15

SENDING HYMN
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Prayer Requests – January 3, 2021
 Prayers of comfort and peace for Norm Martin, a former ELC member and friend of
Barbara Crawford. Norm is now in end-stage cancer.
On-going Prayers: Jim Norquist—continued healing & well-being (Norquist); David Locke—
comfort (Teaney); James Nelson—healing & well-being; Ron Frieberg—comfort & wellbeing (Poston); Mya—peace of mind and guidance (Fritts); Pat & Jack Smith and family—
comfort & peace; Lois Silva—healing & recovery after eye surgery; Christine Paulsen—
prayers of comfort; Andrea Olson—healing & recovery from eye surgery and follow-up
treatment; Bill Beasley—healing & comfort; Connie Petersen—healing and well-being;
Claire—comfort & peace (Paulsen); Fred Wiechmann—continued healing from a stroke
(Waggoner)
All prayer requests will be refreshed beginning next
week (1/10/2021). Please contact the church office by
email or by phone to update. Thank you!

Pray for the church, the world and all those in need:
Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs.
For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees
who have stepped up to help during this crisis.
For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with
COVID-19 that healing will be complete.
For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with
a sure and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope.
For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual
distress during this time we pray they may be sustained in love and
grace.
For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we pray
to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen
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