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OFFICE HOURS
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FOURTH SUNDAY

AFTER

EPIPHANY

JANUARY 31, 2021

PRELUDE

A Christmas Triptych

Charles Callahan

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen
P: How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 (MSG)

Marsha Waggoner, Lois Owen

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite
community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will
continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word.
15-16

God, your God, is going to raise up a prophet for you. God will raise him up from among
your kinsmen, a prophet like me. Listen obediently to him. This is what you asked God, your
God, for at Horeb on the day you were all gathered at the mountain and said, “We can’t hear
any more from God, our God; we can’t stand seeing any more fire. We’ll die!”
17-19

And God said to me, “They’re right; they’ve spoken the truth. I’ll raise up for them a
prophet like you from their kinsmen. I’ll tell him what to say and he will pass on to them
everything I command him. And anyone who won’t listen to my words spoken by him, I will
personally hold responsible.
20

“But any prophet who fakes it, who claims to speak in my name something I haven’t
commanded him to say, or speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must die.”
21-22

You may be wondering among yourselves, “How can we tell the difference, whether it
was God who spoke or not?” Here’s how: If what the prophet spoke in God’s name doesn’t
happen, then obviously God wasn’t behind it; the prophet made it up. Forget about him.

PSALM: Psalm 111

Marsha Waggoner, Lois Owen

1

Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

2

Great are your works, O Lord,
pondered by all who delight in them.

3

Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.

4

You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.

5

You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.

6

You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
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7

The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.

8

They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.

9

You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
10
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (MSG)

Marsha Waggoner, Lois Owen

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to
engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable believers.
Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin.
4-6

Some people say, quite rightly, that idols have no actual existence, that there’s nothing to
them, that there is no God other than our one God, that no matter how many of these socalled gods are named and worshiped they still don’t add up to anything but a tall story. They
say—again, quite rightly—that there is only one God the Father, that everything comes from
him, and that he wants us to live for him. Also, they say that there is only one Master—Jesus
the Messiah—and that everything is for his sake, including us. Yes. It’s true.
11-13

Christ gave up his life for that person. Wouldn’t you at least be willing to give up going to
dinner for him—because, as you say, it doesn’t really make any difference? But it does make a
difference if you hurt your friend terribly, risking his eternal ruin! When you hurt your friend,
you hurt Christ. A free meal here and there isn’t worth it at the cost of even one of these
“weak ones.” So, never go to these idol-tainted meals if there’s any chance it will trip up one
of your brothers or sisters.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P: The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

5

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know
what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are amazed at his
authority.
21

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED)
SERMON
SERMON HYMN

Pastor Lyn Crase

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
1) Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need…..
2) For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world:
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, let
us pray. Have mercy, O God.
3) For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; and
for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us pray. Have
mercy, O God.
4) For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-being
of civil society, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
5) For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and/or hospitalized with
COVID-19, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are
hungry or homeless, and all in any need; for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health
aides, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
6) For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those who worship online, those
celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for other
needs in our community, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
6

7) For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the
baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
8) Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—SUNG

7

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
8

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed.

LAMB OF GOD—SUNG

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: Please rise.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your
good news and serve others in your name.
Amen

BLESSING
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen
9

SENDING HYMN

Rise, Shine, You People!
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Make High the Door

Ronald Besemer

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on
Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of
NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries.
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SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email
for updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or
the office.
As we close the book for 2020 and start a new fiscal year, 2021, we pray that the pandemic
will soon fade away as the coronavirus vaccine becomes available for more people. Many
have recovered from the dreaded virus and others have a natural immunity to it. The
numbers of immune, vaccinated and recovered will, in time, allow us to again gather for
worship services as a church family.
I thank all the members of Emanuel who have been financially able to continue their
support for the ongoing operations of our church and staff during 2020. It has been a trying
situation for all of us. However, as we start a new fiscal year it is important to continue our
financial support for Emanuel Lutheran Church. We need to continue to meet our financial
obligations for staff, supplies, maintenance, insurance, and loan payments. We have been
so blessed to have a very dedicated staff to keep operations running smoothly through the
difficult 2020, and God willing they will be with us into a much better 2021.

Thank you for your support during 2020 and your pledges for 2021.
Robert Reuter, Treasurer
Emanuel Lutheran Church

Forward Anew
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Our Mission
To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.

Our Vision
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city beyond.

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and
circumstances of life.
We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing
community in challenging cultural times.
God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in
ministry to others.
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ENTRANCE HYMN
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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SENDING HYMN
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Prayer Requests – January 31, 2021
 Answered Prayers: Linda Nelson shares that her friend, John Lighthall “is much
improved and is now home from the hospital. He and his family thank Emanuel for
their prayers.”
 Prayers for recovery, healing and well-being for Pat & Jack Smith’s nephew Joseph who
has been diagnosed with COVID-19
 Prayers for healing for member Laurie Spinuzzi
 Prayers of health, healing and well-being for Pam Black, Lois Silva’s cousin
 Prayers for healing and well-being for Brenna, an ELDC sibling

On-going Prayers: Tamira Garza—healing/breast cancer treatment and prayers for Jeri as
she is a source of strength for her daughter; Jeri’s friend Linda Nelson—peace and comfort/
pancreatic cancer; Bill Beasley—continued healing & comfort; Dianne (Santana) Horstman—
continued healing and well-being, comfort & strength; Dawn Brown—healing & well-being
(Ixcot); Norma Martin, now in end-stage cancer—comfort & peace (Crawford); Pat & Jack
Smith and family—comfort & peace; Lois Silva—healing after eye surgery; Andrea Olson—
healing after eye surgery; Connie Petersen—healing and well-being.
Pray for the church, the world and all those in need:
Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs.
For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees
who have stepped up to help during this crisis.
For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with
COVID-19 that healing will be complete.
For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with
a sure and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope.
For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress during this
time we pray they may be sustained in love and grace.
For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we
pray
to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen
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