
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 7, 2021 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531 Ÿ www.emanuellutheran.org 



2 

 

 

Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Dennis Strand 
 

Vice President  

Pat Smith 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Josh Hollinger 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council members – Pat Smith, Fanney Bjargardottir 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship — Josh Hollinger 

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand 

Josh Hollinger, Pat Smith 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

FEBRUARY 7, 2021   

PRELUDE Prelude for Epiphany Maurise Durufle 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Page 14 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation.  

Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen   

P: How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of 
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your 
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:21-31(MSG)  Chuck Rowland, Dan Johnson 

The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is the God 

who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are 

weary. 

21-24 Have you not been paying attention? 
    Have you not been listening? 
Haven’t you heard these stories all your life? 
    Don’t you understand the foundation of all things? 
God sits high above the round ball of earth. 
    The people look like mere ants. 
He stretches out the skies like a canvas— 
    yes, like a tent canvas to live under. 
He ignores what all the princes say and do. 
    The rulers of the earth count for nothing. 
Princes and rulers don’t amount to much. 
    Like seeds barely rooted, just sprouted, 
They shrivel when God blows on them. 
    Like flecks of chaff, they’re gone with the wind. 
25-26 “So—who is like me? 
    Who holds a candle to me?” says The Holy. 
Look at the night skies: 
    Who do you think made all this? 
Who marches this army of stars out each night, 
    counts them off, calls each by name 
—so magnificent! so powerful!— 
    and never overlooks a single one? 
27-31 Why would you ever complain, O Jacob, 
    or, whine, Israel, saying, 
“God has lost track of me. 
    He doesn’t care what happens to me”? 
Don’t you know anything? Haven’t you been listening? 
God doesn’t come and go. God lasts. 
    He’s Creator of all you can see or imagine. 
He doesn’t get tired out, doesn’t pause to catch his breath. 
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    And he knows everything, inside and out. 
He energizes those who get tired, 
    gives fresh strength to dropouts. 
For even young people tire and drop out, 
    young folk in their prime stumble and fall. 
But those who wait upon God get fresh strength. 
    They spread their wings and soar like eagles, 
They run and don’t get tired, 
    they walk and don’t lag behind. 

PSALM: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c   Chuck Rowland, Dan Johnson 

 1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 
  How pleasant it is to honor God with praise! 

 2The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem, 
  and gathers the exiles of Israel. 

 3The Lord heals the brokenhearted 
  and binds up their wounds. 

 4The Lord counts the number of the stars 
  and calls them all by their names. 

 5Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
  there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 

 6The Lord lifts up the lowly, 
  but casts the wicked to the ground. 

 7Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
  make music upon the harp to our God, 

 8who covers the heavens with clouds 
  and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains. 

 9God provides food for the cattle 
  and for the young ravens when they cry. 

 10God is not impressed by the might of a horse, 
  and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner, 

 11but finds pleasure in those who fear the Lord, 
  in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c Hallelujah! 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23   (MSG) Chuck Rowland, Dan Johnson 

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of 

Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely 

sharing the good news of Christ with others. 

15-18 Still, I want it made clear that I’ve never gotten anything out of this for myself, and that 
I’m not writing now to get something. I’d rather die than give anyone ammunition to discredit 
me or question my motives. If I proclaim the Message, it’s not to get something out of it for 
myself. I’m compelled to do it, and doomed if I don’t! If this was my own idea of just another 
way to make a living, I’d expect some pay. But since it’s not my idea but something solemnly 
entrusted to me, why would I expect to get paid? So am I getting anything out of it? Yes, as a 
matter of fact: the pleasure of proclaiming the Message at no cost to you. You don’t even 
have to pay my expenses! 
19-23 Even though I am free of the demands and expectations of everyone, I have voluntarily 
become a servant to any and all in order to reach a wide range of people: religious, 
nonreligious, meticulous moralists, loose-living immoralists, the defeated, the demoralized—
whoever. I didn’t take on their way of life. I kept my bearings in Christ—but I entered their 
world and tried to experience things from their point of view. I’ve become just about every 
sort of servant there is in my attempts to lead those I meet into a God-saved life. I did all this 
because of the Message. I didn’t just want to talk about it; I wanted to be in on it! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 1. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:29-39   

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he 

heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that 

diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 
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29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 
told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the 
fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
  32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 
33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with 
various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, 
because they knew him. 
  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, 
and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found 
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out 
to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and 
casting out demons. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) 

SERMON  Pastor Lyn Crase 

SERMON HYMN On Eagle’s Wings Page 15, 16 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

1)  Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need….. 

2)  For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military 
chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in 
the name of Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

3)  For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the 
rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth, 
for the stars in the heavens that you call by name….let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

4) For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; school officials, 
for business leaders; for health organizations all over the world, that in times of trial, fear, 
or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need, let us pray. Have 
mercy, O God. 

5) For all wearied by life’s burdens: for the poor and those crushed by debt, for those lacking 
supportive relationships, for those struggling with chronic pain or sickness especially from 
the coronavirus, heart disease, cancer, or other illness, for those exhausted from overwork 
or stress, and for all who cry out to you, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
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6) For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries we support during the pandemic; 
for parish nurses and compassionate visitors; for the young people in this place & in our 
community who open us to new ways of thinking, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

7)  In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their 
labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray. Have mercy, 
O God. 

8)  Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen 

SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY—SUNG 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word  

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.  

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
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P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  

Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.  

Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.  

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

Come and be fed.  
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LAMB OF GOD—SUNG 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: Please rise. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 

journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your 
good news and serve others in your name. 

Amen 

BLESSING 
P: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen 

SENDING HYMN O Worship the King  Page 15 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Praise to the Lord, The Almighty Paul Manz 
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SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email 
for updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or 
the office. 
 

As we close the book for 2020 and start a new fiscal year, 2021, we pray that the pandemic 

will soon fade away as the coronavirus vaccine becomes available for more people. Many 

have recovered from the dreaded virus and others have a natural immunity to it. The 

numbers of immune, vaccinated and recovered will, in time, allow us to again gather for 

worship services as a church family. 

I thank all the members of Emanuel who have been financially able to continue their 

support for the ongoing operations of our church and staff during 2020. It has been a trying 

situation for all of us. However, as we start a new fiscal year it is important to continue our 

financial support for Emanuel Lutheran Church. We need to continue to meet our financial 

obligations for staff, supplies, maintenance, insurance, and loan payments. We have been  

so blessed to have a very dedicated staff to keep operations running smoothly through the 

difficult 2020, and God willing they will be with us into a much better 2021.  

Thank you for your support during 2020 and your pledges for 2021.  

Robert Reuter, Treasurer 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Forward Anew 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 

continued on next page 
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HYMN OF THE DAY (CONTINUED) 
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SENDING HYMN 
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Prayer Requests – February 7, 2021 

 Prayers for Leslie Lapp, wife of Pastor Jim Lapp of St. Stephens Lutheran Church in  
Santa Cruz. She was struck by a vehicle while walking and severely injured. Prayers  
for strength & healing for her and for her husband and family. The Lapp's are friends  
of Tami Gierhan. 

 Prayers of healing for Sue Allen, recovering at home from a recent fall.  

On-going Prayers: Laurie Spinuzzi—healing, Pam Black—health, healing and well-being 
(Silva); Brenna—healing and well-being (Marquex); Tamira Garza—healing/breast cancer 
treatment and prayers for Jeri as she is a source of strength for her daughter; Jeri’s friend 
Linda Nelson—peace and comfort/pancreatic cancer; Bill Beasley—continued healing & 
comfort; Dianne (Santana) Horstman—continued healing and well-being, comfort & 
strength; Dawn Brown—healing & well-being (Ixcot); Norma Martin, now in end-stage 
cancer—comfort & peace (Crawford); Pat & Jack Smith and family—comfort & peace; Lois 
Silva—healing after eye surgery; Andrea Olson—healing after eye surgery; Connie 
Petersen—healing and well-being. 

Pray for the church, the world and all those in need: 

Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs. 

For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees 

who have stepped up to help during this crisis.  

For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with 

COVID-19 that healing will be complete. 

For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with  

a sure and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope. 

For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress during this 

time we pray they may be sustained in love and grace. 

For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we pray  

to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen 


