Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021

Emanuel Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350
(209) 523-4531 Ÿ www.emanuellutheran.org

Staff
Presiding Minister
Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase
Organist & Choir Director
Barbara Vukich
Administrative Assistant
Paula Braxton
Day Care Director
Laura Marquez
Bookkeeper
Maria Ojeda

Council Officers
President
Dennis Strand
Vice President
Pat Smith
Treasurer
Bob Reuter
Secretary
Josh Hollinger

Welcome to Emanuel
Welcome Guests and Visitors!
Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by
introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the Narthex).

• Large print bulletins are available. •
(Please ask an usher)
Children/Youth & Family/ELDC:
Council members – Pat Smith, Fanney Bjargardottir
Spiritual Life:
Council member – Suzanne Wilke
Worship:
Council member – Martha Strand
Outreach:
Council member — Elaine Ixcot
Resource:
Bob Reuter, Treasurer
Stewardship — Josh Hollinger
Property — Dennis Strand
Fellowship:
Council member—Janice Watkins
Social Media:
Council member – Suzanne Wilke
Endowment Team
Bob Reuter, Chairman
Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand
Josh Hollinger, Pat Smith

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm
Friday - 8 am to 2 pm
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SIXTH SUNDAY

OF

EASTER

MAY 9, 2021

PRELUDE

Triptych for Easter Day

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

John A. Behnke
Pastor Lyn Crase

All Are Welcome

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Amen
P: We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever.
Amen

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray together….
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

Chuck Rowland, Chris Paulsen

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon
them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands
that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
44

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues
and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
P: The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98
1

Chuck Rowland, Chris Paulsen
Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

2

O Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

5

Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

6

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

7

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.

8

Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.

9

The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
4

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6

Chuck Rowland, Chris Paulsen

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the
world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith.
1

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who
loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we
love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
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This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
P: The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P: The Gospel according to John, Chapter 15. (Stand as able.)
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead.
Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another.

Jesus said: 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you.
And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
5

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) Please be seated.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts
APOSTLE’S CREED
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P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please be seated.)
1) Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
2) Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with
your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring,
may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
3) Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the
world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
4) Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are
sick or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards lifechanging responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
5) Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who
6

grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
6) Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in
your lasting love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
7) In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness.
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great
Thanksgiving.
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

7

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish
all things for our salvation.
P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
8

P: O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
P: With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
P: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
We practice continuous communion. All are welcome. White grape juice is available for those who prefer that
instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available.
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LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
COMMUNION BLESSING

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
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P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen
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SENDING HYMN

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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DISMISSAL
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Davie Cherwien
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NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries.
CCLI License. #3120534
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Forward Anew
Our Mission
To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.

Our Vision
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city beyond.

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and
circumstances of life.
We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing
community in challenging cultural times.
God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in
ministry to others.
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SERVICE NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements: Please check emanuellutheran.org and remember to watch your email for
updates & news from the church. If you have prayer requests, please call Pastor Lyn or the office.

As we celebrate Easter, we thank Jesus for giving his life for our sins. The dark day of the cross
has given way to the brightness of Easter morning and he sits now at the right hand of God:
He has risen indeed!

For us, though, this past year has been filled with frustrations, uncertainty, loneliness, and not
being able to enjoy so many activities that until last March we took for granted. We have
missed freely visiting with family, friends and fellow members of Emanuel Lutheran Church.
However, we are grateful that our Emanuel family has endured the challenges and we have
thrived. A lot of credit goes to Pastor Lyn for her marvelous ability to provide our
congregation with meaningful worship services every Sunday throughout this pandemic crisis.
The support offered by our organist Barbara Vukich and our technical wizard Mike Epting has
been incredible. And all those who have kept our special outreach projects going in spite of
the restrictions have deepened the meaning of what it means to “be a church”.

We are very grateful for those who have provided generous financial support throughout this
very trying year. Your support makes it possible for Emanuel to continue to cover operating
expenses. And best of all, Emanuel has been able to keep our outstanding and dedicated staff.
We all pray that Covid-19 will soon be conquered, and life will return to something more like
normal. What is certain, is that Emanuel is alive and well and eager to renew those activities
that have been on hold for the last 12 months. Once again, we will reach out to those in need,
perhaps in new ways, and surely with renewed spirit. Again, we will be able to meet together
in person. Again, we will be able to worship our Lord, without fear and without masks. With
your ongoing support we will be ready!
Thank You All! HE HAS RISEN INDEED!
Bob Reuter
Treasurer, Emanuel Lutheran Church
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Announcements
June 6th – back to one Sunday service at 9:30 - Outdoor worship on the 6th. Bring your
own lawn chair or blanket to sit on in the Courtyard. Some folding chairs will be available.
BIBLE STUDY: Hebrews: Grace & Gratitude. Meets Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm via
Zoom. CODE: 825 3799 5092. Hebrews was written originally to encourage a congregation
to endure – to practice their faith over the long haul. This book is extraordinarily timely.
Two classes remain – you are welcome to join anytime.
TEXT STUDY: Every Tuesday, year-round, in Luther Hall at noon. We discuss the lessons for
the next Sunday. Come anytime you are available, leave early if you need to, bring your
lunch. Generally, this lasts about an hour and 15 minutes….give or take.
WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY: Wired Word is a small group Bible study that focuses on
current events. This summer Wired Word picnics will be held the second Sunday of the
month at 5:00 pm June 13th, July 11th, August 8th. If it’s not too hot we’ll meet in the
Courtyard, if the heat is uncomfortable, we’ll meet in Luther Hall. Bring your own picnic,
including beverages (the church will not be providing anything food/drink related). Bring a
lawn chair in case we meet outside and bring a BIBLE. Other materials will be supplied. This
is a great way to reconnect or meet new people!
Outreach: New Project: Coin Jar. The first full far of coins weighed 34.5 lbs. and resulted in
$193.50 to be used for supplies for future outreach projects. Way to go Emanuel!! Thank
you!!
Quilting Bee, May 10th, 10:00 am. All are welcome & all skill levels as well. If you can use
scissors and/or tie a knot, there will be a job for you!
GRADUTATES: ARE YOU graduating this spring? Do you know a grammar school, high
school, college, or post-graduate student? Please let the office know who and when. We
will recognize graduates June 13th.
Yard Work Day May 15th at 9:00 am. The main task is to trim the shrubs and edge the
ground cover on the campus. The Property Team especially needs a couple of strong
individuals to use our Stihl gas powered hedge trimmer while others are needed to rake up
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the trimmings. Please let Dennis Strand, Dick Norquist or Arie Kroeze know if you can
participate.
Rebecca Circle will meet May 20th at 1:00 pm for a no-host luncheon at Verona’s.
The Shower Shuttle is actively taking care of our homeless communities, and the needs
remain the same: Some of these requests are for the Laundry Shuttle, which has now
been in use for about 6 months. Many of these items are available at the Dollar Stores.
Thank you all for your contributions to this Ministry, Marilyn and Chuck Rowland
* Toiletries in travel size and standard size
* Single use razors
* Underwear in small and medium sizes, new or lightly used, including bras
* Plain white vinegar and bleach
* Washing powder, especially extra strength types
* Bath towels, any size and color
COVID-19 is devastating our brothers and sisters in India.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF: LWR.ORG
“Neighbors in India need your care — urgently. As the healthcare system nears total
collapse, the scenes are heartbreaking — families holding sick loved ones in the street,
having been turned away from hospitals. Smoke from makeshift crematoriums billowing
into the sky. We are directing emergency resources to get critical aid to hospitals in India,
but our funding is stretched thin. Your generous gift today can mean the difference
between life and death for the desperately sick.”
Remember that with LWR and Lutheran Disaster Response, all donations go directly to the
people who need help, not to administrators or government officials. LDR is also aiding
people in the South who have recently experienced tornados & flooding. Thank you for
donating if you can.
Please do keep checking your email for communication from the church.
And please also remember to share your joys and your sorrows with
us as well. Ministry is a partnership – we are “in this together!”
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Entrance Hymn

17

Sermon Hymn
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Communion Hymn
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Sending Hymn
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Prayer Requests – May 9, 2021
THE PRAYER LIST WILL BE UPDATED JUNE 1ST. Please let the office know if you
need or want your request to stay on the list in the weekly bulletin, or if you want
it changed to reflect current situations.
On-going Prayers: Kurt Harris—recovery & healing (Harris); Robert Fuxa—recovery &
healing (Silva); Bill Beasley—health & well being (Troedson); Stephanie Dishneau—health,
comfort & peace (Troedson); Baby Sergio Murillo—healing & well being (Fritts); Jerry
Stone—comfort & peace (Paulsen); Mike Clarke—healing (Clarke); Melissa Williams—
recovery & healing and prayers ofr strength for Melissa’s mother (Kraft); Rich Rollins—
healing and well-being (Kraft); Jesus Ojeda—healing & well-being (Ojeda); Paula Kroeze—
healing & well-being; Kristin Scott & family—healing (Trana); Pat Smith—recovery, healing
& well-being; Nancy Jones—health & well-being; Martha Strand & family—comfort and
peace; Dola Houston—healing & well being (Teaney); Dennis Strand—health & well-being;
Lois Silva and family—comfort and peace; Cathy—recovery & healing, Elsie—healing & well
-being (Smith); Chris Paulsen—healing & well-being; Gary Johnson—full recovery and wellbeing (Waggoner); William Teaney—healing; Doris Emery—comfort, Delores Locke—
healing & hope, Troy Slaybaugh—mental health concerns, Rita McLehand—cancer
diagnosis (Teaney); Bill Reinheimer—comfort, strength, and peace; Norma Christiansen—
peace and comfort; Leslie Lapp—strength and healing for Leslie, her husband and family
(Gierhan); Sue Allen—healing & well-being; Laurie Spinuzzi—healing, Brenna and family—
healing and well-being (Marquez); Tamira Garza—healing/breast cancer treatment and
prayers for Jeri as she is a source of strength for her daughter; Jeri’s friend Linda Nelson—
peace and comfort/pancreatic cancer
Pray for the church, the world and all those in need:
Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs.
For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees
who have stepped up to help during this crisis.
For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with
COVID-19 that healing will be complete.
For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with
a sure and certain knowledge of Resurrection hope.
For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress
during this time we pray they may be sustained in love and grace.
For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we pray to you, O Lord. In Jesus’
name, Amen
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