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Laura Marquez 
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Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the Nar-

thex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

(Please ask an usher) 
 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship —  

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Suzanne Wilke 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand, Pat Smith 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 19, 2021    

PRELUDE From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Paul Manz 

CALL TO WORSHIP—CHOIR Love Came Down at Christmas Robert Wetzler 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN Savior of the Nations Come Page 19 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Candle of Peace)    Assisting Minister          Barbara Crawford 

SING after Reading: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  Refrain 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
      shall come to you, O Israel. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVNESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

 God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen 

P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
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inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  

Amen 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together…. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a  Barbara Crawford 

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like 

David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New 

Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 Barbara Crawford 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. 

Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of 

all, one through which we are made a holy people. 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
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 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings 
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he 
added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the 
second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 

P: The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 1. (Stand as able.) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and 

with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who 

remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For 

as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.”  

SING TOGETHER: The Magnificat 
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THE MAGNIFICAT (HOLDEN) 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning Page 20 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
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  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please sit or kneel as able) 

A: 1)  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn   
           for God’s presence. 

2) Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts and 
ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

3) Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew 
barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation 
that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

4) Righteous God, strengthen and bless those who seek justice and work to apply fairness 
and equality to all areas of national and local government and service agencies. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

5) Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to 
teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and 
those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

6) Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of this 
congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or 
live in poverty. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

7) Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for those 
who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day 
when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

8)  Silent prayer. 

9) God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers 
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERTORY 
The offering is our response to God’s grace and mercy. 

CHOIR Ding, Dong! Merrily on High Ken Berg 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

You call your people to cleanse their hearts  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that 

renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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P: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

We practice continuous communion. All are welcome. White grape juice is available for those who 
prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem Page 21 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

Amen 

BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
P: Let us pray: 

God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially the 
gift of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who recall 
this month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, family and 
friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may enjoy 
many happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing for each 
one of them through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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BLESSING 
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen 

SENDING HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High Page 22 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Savior of the Nations, Come Paul Manz 

                                    

Advent Prayer Week 4:  We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that 

marks our days of preparations for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on 

this wreath, open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth. 

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among us in the 

Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain 

and whose day draws near. Amen 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of 

NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries.  

CCLI License. #3120534 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness 
to our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages 
and circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 
community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 
ministry to others. 
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

Fri. 12/24 CLOSED 

Mon. 12/27 8 am—2 pm 

Tue. 12/28 8 am—2 pm 

Wed. 12/29 8 am—2 pm 

Thur. 12/30 8 am—2 pm 

Fri. 12/31 CLOSED 
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Announcements: Week of December 19, 2021 

Holden Evening Prayer Online: Wednesday, December 22 — Our choir practiced 
and performed the entire Holden Evening Prayer service for video recording.  
Everyone is encouraged to sing along with this mostly-musical Advent 
meditation. The choir sings it beautifully and the words are on the screen for you 
to follow or join. YouTube link: https://youtu.be/I6T_g2f9t_U 

The next Food for Faith Sunday will be on January 2nd. Non-perishable food items can 

be placed in the basket in the Narthex. Your generous donations benefit The Food 

Initiative of Greater Stanislaus.  

Piecemakers Quilting Bee — January 10, 2022 at 10:00 am in Luther hall. All are 
welcome and all skill levels too. If you can use scissors and/or tie a knot, there will be a 
job for you! 

Emanuel’s Giving Tree — Please return gift donations as soon as possible. Thank you! 

Poinsettias can be brought to church starting TODAY.  All poinsettias should be removed 
on or by Sunday January 2, 2022.  Poinsettias symbolize goodwill, community spirit, cheer 
and success. What a wonderful way to augment our celebration of Advent and Christmas 
with this beautiful plant. 

Emanuel Lutheran Day Care — Fresh fruits and healthy veggies are needed: zucchini, 

oranges, and cucumbers. Please sign up on the list in the Narthex. Items can be left in the 

kitchen or office. ELDC staff & children appreciate your donations! 

Eagle Scout Landscape Project — The project will soon be underway. Some of the  
costs are being covered anonymously but some funding is needed for the plants and 
shrubs.  Any amount would be greatly appreciated and be sure to designate it for the 
Landscaping Project. 

The Prayer List will be reset January 3rd.  

Please contact the office with any updates  

for names to keep on the list. 

https://youtu.be/I6T_g2f9t_U
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Ongoing Announcements 

TEXT STUDY: Every Tuesday, year-round, in Luther Hall at noon. We discuss the 

lessons for the next Sunday. Come anytime you are available, leave early if you need 

to, bring your lunch. Generally, this lasts about an hour and 15 minutes….give or 

take. 

Adult Bible Study — An Advent study, “A Not So Silent Night”. Wednesdays at 1:00 

pm in Luther Hall. Please join anytime. No class December 29th. Resumes January 5, 

2022. 

Hosts are needed for Coffee Hour. Please see the sign-up sheet in Luther Hall. 

Choir rehearsals — Sundays, downstairs at about 11 o’clock. 

Coin Jar -- Your spare change makes a difference! Proceeds go to Outreach. 

Quilting Bee -- January 10, 2022, 10:00 am. All are welcome & all skill levels as well. If 

you can use scissors and/or tie a knot, there will be a job for you! 

Lydia Circle meets the 2nd Monday of each month in Luther Hall at 1 pm. We use the 

GATHER magazine as our Bible Study.  All women of Emanuel are invited to join us. 

Leah Circle meets on the third Monday of the month at 1:00 pm. 

Rebecca Circle meets every 3rd Thursday at 1:30 pm in member’s homes. All are 

welcome! 

Food for Faith Sunday — 1st Sunday of the month. Items can be placed in the basket in 

the Narthex. Your generous donations benefit The Food Initiative of Greater Stanislaus. 

The Shower Shuttle and Laundry Shuttle are actively taking care of our homeless 

communities, and the needs remain the same. Many items are available at the 

Dollar Stores. Thank you all for your contributions to this Ministry, Marilyn and 

Chuck Rowland 

 Toiletries—all sizes 

 Men’s and women’s underwear in small and medium sizes 

 Plain white vinegar and bleach 

 Extra-strength laundry detergent 

 Bath towels, any size and color 
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Supporting Modesto Lions Club 

Place in bin in the Narthex 

Member Dave Henke invites everyone to come  

and enjoy his amazing Christmas Light Show  

set to music, at his home. Please refer to the  

member directory for the address. 
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 Senior HomeShare and  

Rent Assistance Programs 

for residents of Stanislaus 

County 
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Entrance Hymn 
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Sermon Hymn 
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Communion Hymn 
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Sending Hymn 
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Prayer Requests: December 19, 2021  

 
 Prayers of healing and well-being for Santiago Lopez, friend of Barbara Crawford 

 Prayers for Tatum in her leukemia fight, that a bone marrow donor will be found 

(Waggoner) 

 Prayers of healing from a broken leg for Nancy and prayers of recovery from COVID 

pneumonia for Lance. Both are friends of Marsha Waggoner 

 Prayers of healing and well being for Robbie, Karen Harris’ son 

On-going Prayers: Chuck Rowland—healing & well-being; William Teaney—healing & well-

being; Katie Insco & family—healing & well-being (Marquez); Eddie Polillio—healing and 

recovery (Silva); Pat Smith—healing & well-being; Teri Scott—healing; Dave & Kristine Kraft—

healing & well-being; Alice Hoaglund—strength & healing; Matt—healing from breakthrough 

COVID-19 (Waggoner); Susan McCready—continued healing & well-being (Crawford); Norma 

Jaramillo—healing & well-being (Harris); Landon & Aaiyah Middleton—healing (Yearian/

Nelson); Vince Porter—healing & well-being (Ixcot); Mike Clarke—a positive outcome for 

prostate cancer treatment (Clarke); Nancy Harvit—full recovery (Spinuzzi); Jack Smith—

healing & well-being: Darcy Moreno—comfort, health & peace (Ashlock);  Wes Trana—

continued healing & well-being;  Kathleen Reuter—continued healing and well-being; Prayers 

for healing & continued recovery for Officer Mike Rokaitis; Dahlia and China—health & well-

being/new mothers (Virginia Robb); Brianna—recovery & well-being (Ixcot); Mercy Maya—

healing & well-being; Lori & Ashlee Knoll—healing & well-being (Knoll); Bill Reinheimer—

healing & well-being (Reinheimer); Stephanie—recovery (Watkins); Eza Haidari and family—

safe exit from Afghanistan (Owen); Arie Kroeze—continued healing; Jim & Patty Beyer—

strength as they are managing Jim’s cancer treatments (Rowland); Glenna—health, recovery 

& treatment of stage-4 kidney cancer (Silva); Jeri Johnson and family—comfort and strength; 

Donna—healing (Watkins); Delaney—healing and strength (Epting); Yvonne Troedson—

healing, health & well-being; Ian McKenzie—acceptance of mental illness (Schmidt); Keith 

Johnson—healing & well-being (Johnson); Jesus Ojeda—healing & well-being (Ojeda); Paula 

Kroeze—healing & well-being; Lois Silva and family—comfort and peace; Sue Allen—healing & 

well-being; Laurie Spinuzzi—healing 

Pray for the church, the world and all those in need: 

Doctors, nurses, technicians and all hospital personnel who care for patients & their needs. 

For scientists, researchers, medical equipment manufacturers, corporations & employees who 

have stepped up to help during this crisis.  
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For those who are awaiting diagnostic tests results; for those already diagnosed with COVID-19 

that healing will be complete. 

For those who are dying and for those who grieve that they may be comforted with a sure and 

certain knowledge of Resurrection hope. 

For all others who suffer from physical, emotional, mental or spiritual distress during this time  

we pray they may be sustained in love and grace. 

For all this, and for whatever else you see that we need – we pray   

to you, O Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen  

     


