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Welcome to Emanuel
Welcome Guests and Visitors!
Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by
introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the
Narthex).

• Large print bulletins are available. •
(Please ask an usher)
Children/Youth & Family/ELDC:
Council member – Pat Smith
Spiritual Life:
Council member – Suzanne Wilke
Worship:
Council member – Martha Strand
Outreach:
Council member — Elaine Ixcot
Resource:
Bob Reuter, Treasurer
Stewardship —
Property — Dennis Strand
Fellowship:
Council member—Janice Watkins
Social Media:
Council member – Suzanne Wilke
Endowment Team
Bob Reuter, Chairman
Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand, Pat Smith

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm
Friday - 8 am to 2 pm
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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
A Service of Lessons & Carols
DECEMBER 26, 2021

PRELUDE
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
CHRISTMAS DIALOG

Away in a Manger
Joy to the World

Jeremy Young
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P: Holy One,
the beginning and the end,
the giver of life:
Blessed are you,
for the birth of creation.
A: Blessed are you,
in the darkness and in the light.
A: Blessed are you,
for your promise to your people.
A: Blessed are you,
in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.

A: Blessed are you,
for Mary’s openness to your will.
A: Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
A: Sing to God a new song!
A song of hope, joy, and peace throughout the world.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
P: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will
and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
P: Please be seated.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10

Pat Smith

7

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
9
Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

FIRST READING CAROL

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

SECOND READING: Psalm 98

Kathleen Reuter

1

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

2

O Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

5

Sing to the Lord| with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

6

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

7

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8
Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.
9

The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
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SECOND READING CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem

THIRD READING: Hebrews 1:1-12

Chris Paulsen
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
5
For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son;
today I have begotten you”?
Or again,
“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”?
6
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
7
Of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire.”
8
But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
10
And,
“In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
11
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
12
like a cloak you will roll them up,
and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end.”
1

THIRD READING CAROL

The First Noel
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FOURTH READING: John 1:1-14

Kathleen Reuter
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
13
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
1

FOURTH READING CAROL

What Child Is This?

FIFTH READING: John 1:10-18

Pat Smith
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
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FIFTH READING CAROL

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

SIXTH READING: Luke 2:21-40

Ellie Gundlach

21

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
22
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had
6

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for the revelation to the Gentiles
and for the glory to your people Israel.”
33

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts
of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

HOMILY

Ellie Gundlach

CAROL

The Bells of Christmas

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: 1) Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A: 2) You come to us in gatherings of your church across the globe. Unite us with those who
celebrate your birth even when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger, or
injustice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: 3) You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe. Grant us the humility to trust our
place in the network of creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
A: 4) You come to us through relationships of many kinds: families, friendships, communities,
and nations. Guide us in these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one
7

another and show your love to those most vulnerable. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P: 5) You come to us through people whom the world forgets. Poor shepherds and an
imprisoned Paul announced your good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned,
struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day (especially). Merciful God, receive
our prayer.
A: 6) You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our hearts to forgive one
another, without permitting injustice. Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love,
binding all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
P: 7) You come to us through those who have died yet live with you forever. We give thanks
for Stephen, deacon and martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.
8) Silent prayer.
A: 9) Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen

SHARING THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In
the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a
new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

8

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
P With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
9

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
C Come, Holy Spirit.
P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.
We practice continuous communion. All are welcome. White grape juice is available for those who
prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available.

OFFERTORY
Your offering may be left in the baskets as you come for Communion

10

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Hark, The Herald Angels Sing
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COMMUNION BLESSING
P: Please rise.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love,
strengthen us to share your love with all the world.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen

BLESSING
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen

SENDING HYMN

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Joy to the World

Rudy Davenport

The Prayer List will be reset January 3rd.
Please contact the office with any updates
for names to keep on the list.

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
Mon. 12/27

8 am—2 pm

Tue. 12/28

8 am—2 pm

Wed. 12/29

8 am—2 pm

Thur. 12/30

8 am—2 pm

Fri. 12/31

CLOSED
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Our Mission
To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.

Our Vision
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and
welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city beyond.

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and
circumstances of life.
We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing
community in challenging cultural times.
God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in
ministry to others.
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ENTRANCE HYMN
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FIRST READING CAROL

15

SECOND READING CAROL
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THIRD READING CAROL
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FOURTH READING CAROL
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FIFTH READING CAROL
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CAROL AFTER THE HOMILY
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COMMUNION HYMN

21

COMMUNION HYMN
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SENDING NYMN
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