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WELCA Thankoffering Sunday 
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Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

324 College Avenue, Modesto, California 95350 

(209) 523-4531 Ÿ www.emanuellutheran.org 

Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with 

everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in 

witness to our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages 

and circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our 

changing community in challenging cultural 

times. 



2 

 

 

Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Pat Smith 
 

Vice President  

Dennis Strand 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Janice Watkins 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the Nar-

thex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Chris Paulsen 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship —  

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Brett Owen 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand, Pat Smith 
 

This Week’s Worship Assistants 

Assisting Minister:  Suzanne Wilke 
Reader:  Chris Paulsen 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 



3 

 

MUSTARD SEED FAITH:  STEWARDSHIP 2023 

NOVEMBER 13, 2022    

PRELUDE A Thanksgiving Triptych John Ferguson 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

OPENING HYMN God Is Here! Page 15 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have ignored voices 
that call for your justice. 
We have neglected actions 
that witness to your righteousness. 
We have spoken and acted 
in ways that disrupt your beloved community. 
We truly repent of things we have done 
and left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Restore our troubled spirits, 
so that we may live in newness, 
follow the way of the Spirit, 
and build up the body of Christ. 

Amen 

P: Rejoice and be glad! 
God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 
and restores us to life through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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KYRIE 
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GLORIA 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together…. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:13-18 (MSG) 
These verses describe the people’s arrogant attitude toward God. When they ask ‘what good does it do to 

serve God?’ they are really asking ‘what good does it do for me?’ The real question should be ‘what good 

does it do for God?’ We serve God because God is God and deserves to be served. God treasures the 

faithful, fulfilling the promise God made in Exodus 19:5, “Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep 

my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is 

mine.” 

PSALM: Psalm 98 (Read responsively) 

 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
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 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 

 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 17. (Stand as able.) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:14-20 

The disciples had been given the authority to heal, but they had not yet learned how to appropriate the 

power of God. They began relying on their own abilities rather than God’s. The disciple’s attitude reflected 

the attitude of an unbelieving and unresponsive generation. Jesus wanted the crowd & the disciples to 

understand that even a small amount of faith can move mountains.  

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) Please be seated. 

SERMON Emanuel Lutheran Church Council 

HYMN OF THE DAY We Walk by Faith Page 16 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION…...congregation responds with “receive our prayer.”  

(Please be seated.) 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERTORY The Ash Grove Paul Otte 

The offering is our response to God’s grace and mercy. 

Women of the ELCA Thankoffiering brought forward 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Blessed are you, Maker of all things. 

As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, 
now gather our gifts, 
nourish us with this sacrament, 
and send us to those who hunger and thirst, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

A: In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

You call your people to cleanse their hearts  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church,  
now and forever. 

Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ spreads a table before you. 

Gather here with all the saints. 

We practice continuous communion. All are welcome. White grape juice is available for those who 
prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN When Peace like a River Page 17 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: We give you thanks, most gracious God, 
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 
and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 
Enliven us to be your body in the world 
and to serve those who are in need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 



12 

 

BLESSING 
P: The God of peace, 

who creates all things and calls them good, 
who makes us alive in Jesus, 
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen 

SENDING HYMN Soon and Very Soon Page 18 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.  

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Nun Danket alle Gott Karl Karow 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 

Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 

permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.   CCLI License. #3120534 

Bible Readings for November 20th—Christ the King 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm:  Psalm 46 

Second Reading:  Colossians 1:11-20  
Gospel:  Luke 23:33-43 
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Announcements: Week of November 13, 2022 

 

 

Modesto Gospel Mission Coat, Hat & Gloves Drive. Bring gently used jackets, 

hats, caps, gloves or mittens, to the collection bin in the Narthex before 

November 20th. Sponsored by Emanuel’s Men’s Group. 

Thank you to all who contributed nightlights for LOVE OUR KIDS MODESTO. We 

went over our goal of 155 nightlights! This donation goes toward the creation of 

over 2,000 security backpacks for foster children in our county. 

The Finance Team has been working on the 2023 church budget. This has been a real 

problem due to the present hyper-inflation we are all experiencing. We know it is affecting 

all of us individually the same as it is Emanuel Lutheran church, our church. As we see, 

utilities are increasing about 5% or more, office supplies about the same. The projections 

indicate we have not reached the inflationary highs yet. We pray that conditions will 

moderate soon. 

As you are aware Stewardship Season is here. The Finance Team needs your pledges to help 

project donated funds to prepare the budget you will be voting on in January at our annual 

meeting. The team appreciates your ongoing commitment to Emanuel Lutheran Church and 

our dedicated pastor, Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase, and supporting staff. These employees all deserve 

an increase in salaries so they will be able to cope with this inflation. 

Hopefully, each of us will be able to increase our giving so that our budget can afford these 

increases in wages and operation expenses during 2022. 

The Finance Team thanks each of you for your donations and commitment to Emanual 

Lutheran Church. 

Praying for God’s Guidance, 

Emanuel Lutheran Church Finance Team; Robert Reuter, Treasure 
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Ongoing Announcements 

Adult Sunday School — 10:45 am. Joel will be the topic of discussion. On-going, join anytime! 

Food for Faith Sunday — 1st Sunday of each month. Items can be placed in the basket in the 

Narthex. Your generous donations benefit The Food Initiative of Greater Stanislaus. 

Choir Rehearsals — Sundays after the service at 11:00, Augustana Hall. 

Text Study: Every Tuesday, year-round, in the Youth Room at noon. We discuss the lessons 

for the next Sunday. Come anytime you are available, leave early if you need to, bring your 

lunch. Generally, this lasts about an hour and 15 minutes….give or take. 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study — Fruits of the Spirit - 1:00 pm in Luther Hall. 

Hosts are needed for Coffee Hour. Please see the sign-up sheet in Luther Hall. 

We are asking for donations to help support the Coffee Hour. A donation container will be 

available on a table in Luther Hall. 

Coin Jar -- Your spare change makes a difference! Proceeds go to Outreach. 

Quilting Bee -- meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 10:00 am. All are welcome & all skill 

levels as well. If you can use scissors and/or tie a knot, there will be a job for you! 

Lydia Circle — usually meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 1 pm. Please be sure to check 

the weekly calendar in the bulletin for any updates! We use the GATHER magazine as our Bible 

Study.  All women of Emanuel are invited to join us. 

Leah Circle meets on the third Monday of the month at 1:00 pm. 

Rebecca Circle meets every 3rd Thursday at 1:30 pm in member’s homes. All are welcome! 

The Shower Shuttle and Laundry Shuttle are actively taking care of our homeless communi-

ties, and the needs remain the same:  personal hygiene items, etc. Thank you all for your con-

tributions to this Ministry, Marilyn and Chuck Rowland 

Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World Relief directed donations go directly to the 

people most in need. 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

Joint Thanksgiving Eve Service 

November 23, 2022 at 7:00 pm 

Emanuel Lutheran and Radiant Covenant 

Pie fellowship to follow the service 
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Entrance Hymn 
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Hymn of the Day 



17 

 

Communion Hymn 
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Sending Hymn 
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Prayer Requests: November 13, 2022  

 Prayers for healing & well-being for Lori Skustad 

 Prayers of healing & well-being for Marilyn Rowland 

On-going Prayers:   

1. Janice Watkins—healing & well-being 

2. Shelda Fritts—healing & comfort 

3. Marian McKenzie—health & well-being 

(Schmidt) 

4. Dawn Brown—recovery, health & well-

being following recent surgery (Ixcot) 

5. Kaete Loeffler—recovery, health & well-

being following recent surgery 

6. Tom Norquist—healing & well-being 

7. Mike Clarke—comfort & peace, now in 

hospice care 

8. Deborah Bauer—healing (Tchmola) 

9. Karen Loftin—health & well-being (Nelson) 

10. Jennifer Turner—healing & well-being 

(Dieterich) 

11. Alice Hoaglund—comfort & healing 

12. Father Ignatius—healing & comfort 

(Crawford) 

13. Edwin Genasci—comfort & healing 

(Reuter) 

14. Kyle Ollenborger—strength & healing 

(Strand) 

15. Lois Silva—health & well-being 

16. Pat Smith—health & well-being 

17. Christina Way—clarity, comfort & healing 

(Reuter) 

18. Sue Allen—well-being 

19. Peter Valdez—continued strength & 

healing as he recovers from cancer  

20. Lois Owen—healing & well-being 

21. Paula Kroeze—healing & well-being 

22. Yvonne Troedson—healing & well-being 

23. Toni—peace & comfort (Waggoner) 

24. Norma Jaramilla—recovery & healing 

(Dieterich) 

25. Darcy Moreno—continuing care and skill 

for the doctors (Ashlock) 

26. Adrienne & Jessica (mother & daughter) 

— continued healing, recovery & well-

being (Schmidt) 

27. Susan McCready—healing & comfort 

(Crawford) 

28. Richard Riner—healing of cancer 

(Crawford) 

29. Prayers for the people of Ukraine, for an 

end to violence and war 

30. Pray for the people of Florida and other 

coastal states devastated by Hurricane 

Ian 



20 

 

 

7-DAY CALENDAR | NOVEMBER 14 – 20 

 

Monday, November 14 

10:00 am Piecemakers Quilting Bee 

1 pm Lydia Circle:  Luther Hall 

6-8 pm Sergio cleans the sanctuary 

Tuesday, November 15  

12-1:30 pm Text Study:  Luther Hall 

6:30-8:00 pm RadCov Music Rehearsal:  Sanctuary 

Wednesday, November 16 

12 pm M-LinC Meeting:  Luther Hall 

1:00 pm Bible Study:  Fruits of the Spirit:  Luther Hall 

Thursday, November 17 

1:30 pm Rebecca Circle:  Meets off-site 

6-8 pm RadCov Activity:  Luther Hall 

Friday, November 18  

6 pm Emanuel Lutheran Day Care  Staff Friendsgiving  Event: 

     Luther Hall & Kitchen 

6-8 pm Sergio cleans the Sanctuary 

Saturday, November 19 

10 am Organ Practice:  Sanctuary 

Sunday, November 20 Birthday Blessings Sunday 

9:30 am ELC Worship Service 

10:45 am ELC Sunday School 

3-5 pm RadCov Leadership Team 

5:00 pm RadCov Worship Service 


