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Staff 

Presiding Minister 

Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Organist & Choir Director 

Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 

Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 

Maria Ojeda 
 

 
 

Council Officers   

President 

Pat Smith 
 

Vice President  

Dennis Strand 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 

Janice Watkins 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you 
have come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be 
sure to sign our guest book (located on the stand in the 

Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Pat Smith 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Chris Paulsen 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Elaine Ixcot 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship —  

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Brett Owen 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand, Pat Smith 
 

This Week’s Worship Assistants 

Assisting Minister:  Kathleen Reuter 
Reader:  Melissa Molina 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 

 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 18, 2022   

PRELUDE Nun Komm’, Der Heiden Heiland Anton Heiler 

WELCOME  Pastor Lyn Crase 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING (Candle of Love)  

Prepare the Royal Highway Page 13 

OPENING HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come Page 14 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things.  
Blessed be God’s name forever.  
Amen 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 God of new beginnings,  

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen 

P: People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

Amen 
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KYRIE - Everyone sings 

ALL: 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray together…. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 
from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, 

Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human 

attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: 

Immanuel, God is with us! 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (Read responsively) 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
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SECOND READING:  Romans 1:1-7  
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an 

apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, 

and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman 

audience. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 1. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25  
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into 

the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (REPEATED) Please be seated. 

SERMON Pastor Lyn Crase 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Page 15 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Lord,  to  whom   shall we  go?     You  have  the words of  e - ter - nal life. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION…...congregation responds with “hear our prayer.”  

(Please be seated.) 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The sharing of peace is an individual and communal act of forgiveness. 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERTORY ??? ??? 

The offering is our response to God’s grace and mercy. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior.  

Amen 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

A: In recognition of God’s forgiveness, mercy and grace let us continue with the Great 

Thanksgiving. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

You call your people to cleanse their hearts  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that 

renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church,  
now and forever. 

Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
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 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 We practice continuous communion. All are welcome. White grape juice is available for those who 
prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 

LAMB OF GOD 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten Page 16 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
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BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
P: Let us pray: 

God of all creation, we offer you grateful praise for the Gift of Life, and especially the gift 
of the lives of our sisters and brothers who stand before us this day and who recall this 
month the day of their birth. They rejoice in your gifts of life and love, family and friends. 

Bless them with your presence and surround them with your love that they may enjoy many 
happy years, all of them pleasing to you. We ask this grace and blessing for each one of them 
through Christ our Lord. Amen  

BLESSING 
P: God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen 

SENDING HYMN Joy to the World Page 17 

DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Jan Bender 

Bible Readings for December 25th—Christmas Day 

First Reading:  Isaiah 62:6-12 
Psalm:  Psalm 97 

Second Reading:  Titus 3:4-7 
Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 

Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 

permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.   CCLI License. #3120534 
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Announcements: Week of December 18, 2022 

 

 

A Note from Dave Henke:  The new, improved Christmas light show is now ready 
for viewing! Added lights, singing characters, and one new song, “Oh What a 
Glorious Night” by the Sidewalk Prophets. 2521 Piazza Ct. in Modesto. 

Christmas Services:  Christmas Eve 7 pm. Candlelight and Communion 
         Christmas Day 9:30 am. Communion Liturgy 

Advent Soup Suppers:  Wednesday 6 pm, Evening Prayers 7 pm. December 21st 

Gospel Mission Mitten and Sock Tree — today is the last day for accepting donations.. 

Emanuel Lutheran Daycare Christmas Tree — There are 3 families in need. Please 
purchase tag items from the tree, gift wrap, and place under the tree by December 
22nd or before. Thank you! 

January 1st — Service of Lessons & Carols 9:30 am 

 

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS 

M - 12/26  CLOSED 

Tu - 12/27  10 am to 1 pm 

W - 12/28  10 am to 1 pm 

Th - 12/29   10 am to 1 pm 

F  -  12/30  CLOSED 

M - 1/2/2023 CLOSED 
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Ongoing Announcements 

Adult Sunday School — 10:45 am. Habakkuk will be today’s topic of discussion. January 8, 15, 
and 22 will be Malachi. On-going, join anytime! 

Food for Faith Sunday — 1st Sunday of each month. Items can be placed in the basket in the 

Narthex. Your generous donations benefit The Food Initiative of Greater Stanislaus. 

Choir Rehearsals — Sundays after the service at 11:00, Augustana Hall. 

Text Study: Every Tuesday, year-round, in Luther Hall at noon. We discuss the lessons for the 

next Sunday. Come anytime you are available, leave early if you need to, bring your lunch. 

Generally, this lasts about an hour and 15 minutes….give or take. 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study  Advent study, December 21st — The Angels of Christmas; 

Prepare the Way. 1:00 pm in Luther Hall.  A new study will begin on January 11th.  

Hosts are needed for Coffee Hour. Please see the sign-up sheet in Luther Hall. 

We are asking for donations to help support the Coffee Hour. A donation container will be 

available on a table in Luther Hall. 

Coin Jar -- Your spare change makes a difference! Proceeds go to Outreach. 

Quilting Bee -- meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 10:00 am. All are welcome & all skill 

levels as well. If you can use scissors and/or tie a knot, there will be a job for you! 

Lydia Circle — usually meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 1 pm. Please be sure to check 

the weekly calendar in the bulletin for any updates! We use the GATHER magazine as our Bible 

Study.  All women of Emanuel are invited to join us. 

Leah Circle meets on the third Monday of the month at 1:00 pm. 

Rebecca Circle meets every 3rd Thursday at 1:30 pm in member’s homes. All are welcome! 

The Shower Shuttle and Laundry Shuttle are actively taking care of our homeless 

communities, and the needs remain the same:  personal hygiene items, etc. Thank you all for 

your contributions to this Ministry, Marilyn and Chuck Rowland 

Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World Relief directed donations go directly to the 

people most in need. 
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Advent Candle Lighting 



14 

 

Entrance Hymn 



15 

 

Hymn of the Day 
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Communion Hymn 



17 

 

Sending Hymn 
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Prayer Requests: December 18, 2022  

 

God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.  
Philippians 4:19 (NIV) 

On-going Prayers:   

1. Randy Black—health & healing (Silva) 

2. Mercy Maya—recovery, health & healing 

3. Gary Petersen—healing & well-being 

(Petersen) 

4. Lori Knoll—healing (Knoll) 

5. Kailyn Knoll—healing (Knoll) 

6. Marilyn Rowland—heling & well-being 

7. Janice Watkins—healing & well-being 

8. Shelda Fritts—healing & comfort 

9. Marian McKenzie—health & well-being 

(Schmidt) 

10. Dawn Brown—health & well-being 

following recent surgery (Ixcot) 

11. Kaete Loeffler—recovery, health & well-

being following recent surgery 

12. Tom Norquist—healing & well-being 

13. Mike Clarke—comfort & peace, now in 

hospice care 

14. Deborah Bauer—healing (Tchmola) 

15. Karen Loftin—health & well-being 

(Nelson) 

16. Jennifer Turner—healing & well-being 

(Dieterich) 

17. Alice Hoaglund—comfort & healing 

18. Father Ignatius—healing & comfort 

(Crawford) 

19. Edwin Genasci—comfort & healing 

(Reuter) 

20. Kyle Ollenborger—strength & healing 

(Strand) 

21. Lois Silva—health & well-being 

22. Pat Smith—health & well-being 

23. Christina Way—clarity, comfort & healing 

(Reuter) 

24. Sue Allen—well-being 

25. Lois Owen—healing & well-being 

26. Paula Kroeze—healing & well-being 

27. Yvonne Troedson—healing & well-being 

28. Toni—peace & comfort (Waggoner) 

29. Norma Jaramilla—recovery & healing 

(Dieterich) 

30. Darcy Moreno—continuing care and skill 

for the doctors (Ashlock) 

31. Adrienne & Jessica (mother & daughter) 

— continued healing, recovery & well-

being (Schmidt) 

32. Prayers for the people of Ukraine, for an 

end to violence and war 

33. Pray for the people of Florida and other 

coastal states devastated by Hurricane 

Ian 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-19.html
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HOLIDAY CALENDAR | DECEMBER 19, 2022 – JANUARY 2, 2023 

 Paula’s holiday schedule: 

 Out of the office - December 19th-26th 

 Back in the office - December 27th (Office hours: 10 am - 1 pm) 

 Out of the office - December 28th-January 2nd 

 Back in the office - January 3rd 

Monday, December 19  

1 pm Leah Circle:  meets off-site 
6 pm Sergio cleans the Sanctuary 

Tuesday, December 20  

12-1:30 pm Text Study:  Luther Hall 

6:30-8:00 pm RadCov Activity:  Sanctuary 

Wednesday, December 21 

12 pm M-LinC Meeting — Luther Hall 

1:00 pm Bible Study — The Angels of Christmas:  Luther Hall. New study  
   begins January 11th 

6-8 pm Advent Service — 6pm Soup Supper / 7 pm Worship 

Thursday, December 22  

6:30-8:00 pm RadCov Activity:  Luther Hall 

Friday, December 23 Day Care CLOSED through January 2, 2023 

*Holiday Hours Office CLOSED 

Saturday, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 

10 am Organ Practice:  Sanctuary 

4 pm RadCov Christmas Eve Service 

7 pm ELC Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:30 am ELC Worship Service 

Monday, December 26 

*Holiday Hours Office CLOSED 

Tuesday, December 27  

*Holiday Hours Office open 10 am –1 pm 
12 pm Text Study:  Luther Hall 
6:30 pm RadCov Activity:  Sanctuary 

 

(see next page —->) 
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CALENDAR | DECEMBER 19, 2022 – JANUARY 2, 2023 (CONT.) 

 

Wednesday, December 28 

*Holiday Hours Office open 10 am –1 pm (Paula away) 

Thursday, December 29 

*Holiday Hours Office open 10 am –1 pm (Paula away) 

6:30 pm RadCov Activity:  Luther Hall 

Friday, December 30 

*Holiday Hours Office CLOSED 

Saturday, December 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE 

10 am Organ Practice:  Sanctuary 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 FOOD FOR FAITH SUNDAY 

9:30 am ELC Worship Service 

3-5 pm RadCov Leadership Team 

5:00 pm RadCov Worship Service 

Monday, January 2, 2023 

*Holiday Hours Office CLOSED 

6 pm Sergio cleans the Sanctuary 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with 

everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in 

witness to our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages 

and circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our 

changing community in challenging cultural 

times. 


