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Staff 

Presiding Minister 
Rev. Dr. Lyn Crase 
 

Pianist/Organist 
Barbara Vukich 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Paula Braxton 
 

Day Care Director 
Laura Marquez 
 

Bookkeeper 
Maria Ojeda 
 

Council Officers   

President 
Dennis Strand 
 

Vice President  
Chris Paulsen 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Reuter  
 

Secretary 
Janice Watkins 

 

This Week’s Assistants 

Assisting Minister: 
Barbara Crawford 

Ushers: Connie Petersen 
Mary Lou Dieterich 

Welcome to Emanuel 
Welcome Guests and Visitors! 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. We are glad that you have 
come to worship with us. Please help us to know you by 

introducing yourself to those you encounter and please be sure to 
sign our guest book (located on the stand in the Narthex). 

• Large print bulletins are available. • 

Children/Youth & Family/ELDC: 

Council member – Brett Owen 

Spiritual Life: 

Council member – Chris Paulsen 

Worship: 

Council member – Martha Strand 

Outreach: 

Council member — Chris Paulsen 

WELCA 

Pat Smith 

Resource: 

Bob Reuter, Treasurer 

Stewardship —  

Property — Dennis Strand 

Fellowship: 

Council member—Janice Watkins 

Social Media: 

Council member – Brett Owen 

Endowment Team 

Bob Reuter, Chairman 

Team members: Pastor Lyn, Dennis Strand,  
Chris Paulsen, Janice Watkins 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday - 8 am to 3 pm 
 Friday - 8 am to 2 pm 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
A Service of Lessons & Carols 

DECEMBER 31, 2023 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

OPENING HYMN The Bells of Christmas Page 10 

CHRISTMAS DIALOG 
P: Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, 

the giver of life: 

Blessed are you, 

C: for the birth of creation. 

P: Blessed are you, 

in the darkness and in the light. 

P: Blessed are you, 

C: for your promise to your people. 

P: Blessed are you, 

C: in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

P: Blessed are you, 

C: for Mary’s openness to your will. 

P: Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

C: the Word made flesh. 

P: Sing to God a new song! 

C: A song of hope, joy, and peace throughout the world. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

P: Let us pray.  

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will 
and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

P: Please be seated. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10   Suzanne Wilke 
 7How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the Lord to Zion. 
 9Break forth together into singing, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the Lord has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The Lord has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. 

FIRST READING CAROL What Child Is This 

 Page 11 

SECOND READING: Psalm 98  Pat Smith 

 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 5Sing to the Lord| with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 
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 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity. 

SECOND READING CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 Page 12 

THIRD READING: Hebrews 1:1-12  Lois Owen 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of 
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  
  5For to which of the angels did God ever say,  
 “You are my Son; 
  today I have begotten you”? 
Or again,  
 “I will be his Father, 
  and he will be my Son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  
 “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7Of the angels he says,  
 “He makes his angels winds, 
  and his servants flames of fire.” 
8But of the Son he says,  
 “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
  and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 
 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
 therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
  with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 
10And,  
 “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
  and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
 11they will perish, but you remain; 
  they will all wear out like clothing; 
 12like a cloak you will roll them up, 
  and like clothing they will be changed. 
 But you are the same, 
  and your years will never end.” 

THIRD READING CAROL The First Noel 

 Page 13 
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FOURTH READING: John 1:10-18  Donna Vickroy 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he 
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

FOURTH READING CAROL It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 Page 14 

FIFTH READING: Luke 2:15-21  Chris Paulsen 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 
this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

GOSPEL CAROL  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

  Page 15 
SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

OFFERING Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  

 Emanuel Singers 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION…...congregation responds with “Your mercy is great.” 

(Please be seated.) 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION HYMNS On Christmas Night Page 16 

 In the Bleak Midwinter Page 17 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 

We practice continuous communion. All are welcome. White grape juice is available for those who 
prefer that instead of wine. Gluten free wafers available. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

  now and forever. Amen 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen 

BLESSING 
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen 

SENDING HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain Page 18  

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  
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REMINDERS 

▪ The office and day care will be closed tomorrow, January 1, 2024.  
Happy New Year! 

▪ The Prayer List will be reset January 7th. Please contact the 
office with any updates for names to keep on the list. 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS026002. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 

Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

New Living Translation (NLT) Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 

permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.   CCLI License. #3120534 
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Ongoing Announcements 

Food For Faith (FIGS) now has a location to accept donations of non-perishable food. We 

will collect food for them every 1st Sunday. 

Text Study: Every Tuesday, year-round, in Luther Hall at noon. We discuss the lessons for 

the next Sunday. Come anytime you are available, leave early if you need to, bring your 

lunch. Generally, this lasts about an hour and 15 minutes….give or take. 

The Men’s Bible Study Group meets at 7 am on Wednesday mornings at The Secret 

Garden Restaurant, 2401 Orangeburg Ave. 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study — 1:30 pm in Luther Hall. Join anytime. On break until 

January 10th. 

Hosts are needed for Coffee Hour. Please see the sign-up sheet in Luther Hall. 

We are asking for donations to help support the Coffee Hour. A donation container will be 

available on a table in Luther Hall. 

Coin Jar -- Your spare change makes a difference! Proceeds go to Outreach. 

Quilting Bee -- meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 10:00 am. All are welcome & all 

skill levels as well. If you can use scissors and/or tie a knot, there will be a job for you! 

Lydia Circle — usually meets the 2nd Monday of each month, at the home of Marsha 

Waggoner - 916 Kenilworth Ct. at 1:00 pm. Please be sure to check the weekly calendar in 

the bulletin for any updates! We use the GATHER magazine as our Bible Study.  All women 

of Emanuel are invited to join us. 

Leah Circle meets on the third Monday of the month at 1:00 pm at The Park Independent 

Senior Living Community in Modesto. 

Rebecca Circle meets every 3rd Thursday at 1:30 pm in member’s homes. All are welcome! 

Miriam Circle meets every 4th Monday at member’s homes. See Melissa Molina for more 

information. 

The Shower Shuttle and Laundry Shuttle are actively taking care of our homeless 

communities, and the needs remain the same:  personal hygiene items, etc. Thank you all 

for your contributions to this Ministry, Marilyn and Chuck Rowland 

Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World Relief directed donations go directly to 

the people most in need. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN 
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FIRST READING CAROL 
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SECOND READING CAROL 
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THIRD READING CAROL 
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FOURTH READING CAROL 
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GOSPEL CAROL 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
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SENDING NYMN 
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Our Mission 

To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Our Vision 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, supportive, and 

welcoming, as we reach out in service and in witness to 

our neighborhood and the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister to our changing 

community in challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow the Holy Spirit in 

ministry to others. 


