The
Echoes
Emanuel
Lutheran
Church
May 2017
ABOUT US

HE WAS LIFTED UP, AND A CLOUD TOOK HIM OUT OF THEIR SIGHT

Greetings from Pastor Lyn
HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN,
INDEED! ALLELUIA!

There are no better words in all of
Christianity on Easter morning;
for that matter, every Sunday
morning! “He has Risen” warms
our hearts, encourages our spirits
and is just plain fun to announce –
this, the reality and truth of Jesus’
victory over death and the grave!
Of course, there are plenty of
other words that elicit the same
response such as: forgiven,
beloved, grace, mercy, etc. etc.
Without a doubt, Easter Sunday
at Emanuel was wonderful!
“Thank you” is another phrase we,
as forgiven, loved, and saved
people, use to express our
gratitude to Father, Son and Holy
Spirit for all our Triune God has
done for us. I am particularly
grateful to our Lord for love and
grace shown toward me
personally and particularly for this
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ministry we collaboratively
accomplish together. “Thank you”
is also a phrase I want to lavish on
the many people who helped to
make all of Lent, Holy Week, and
Easter meaningful for this
community. Energy was high on
Easter due to the passion and
integrity that came from the
hands and hearts of faithful
people. So, if you helped to plan,
participated in, or attended during
this time – a huge and heartfelt
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from Pastor Lyn, continued
“THANK YOU!” to all of you! If I
start listing names I may
inadvertently leave someone off
but you know who you are and I
SO appreciate you!
And now, the cottage meetings;
what happened and what’s next?
Thank you to everyone who
attended! I thoroughly enjoyed
our time together and will be
addressing the particular
questions that were posed at
upcoming council meetings,
newsletters, possibly in sermons,
and in general conversation. In
other words, stayed tuned! If you
weren’t able to attend one of the
cottage meetings, please feel free
to talk with me about any of the
following or if you are just curious
about my methodology – let’s
talk! It was interesting and fun to
hear stories around the first
question “what is one thing no
one knows about you?” In a
congregation where so many long
term relationships exist there are
still many things to discover about
one another. I spoke briefly about
what has transpired at the two
council retreats we’ve had since I
came to Emanuel intending that
information to be the backdrop
for our cottage discussions. The
conversation continued by asking,
“what is distinctive about ELC?”
As expected, a variety of
responses were voiced. The next
question was “who do you want
joining this congregation”
followed by “what are ELC’s

biggest challenges.” Both of
those questions provoked lively
conversation. Then I asked you to
dream a bit – what are your hopes
and dreams for ELC? As you
might imagine these particular
questions spawned others.
I believe the meetings were
extraordinarily helpful for a
number of reasons. For example, I
wanted to get to know you better
and I hoped you would get to
know me better in a less formal
setting than on a Sunday
morning. That goal was easily met
but for those of you who weren’t
able to attend – again, let’s talk. I
wanted to hear what you think
about the church right now and
where the church will be in the
next 3-5 years. I shared some of
my hopes and dreams for the
Church and for Emanuel.
What’s next? Well, I firmly believe
God intends for Emanuel to be a
visible and viable presence in this
community for a long time, which
means there is and will be plenty
of opportunity to engage inside
and outside of this ministry.
Opportunity to be equipped and
made ready to take the good
news of Jesus into a broken,
hurting, angry world is available
now. Pray about how you will be
visibly active, sharing your gifts
with those you’ve known forever
and with those you have just
recently met. It is an exciting time
to be the church – let us eagerly
embrace God’s activity in our lives
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OUR MISSION
Sharing Christ’s transforming grace
with everyone.

OUR VISION
Emanuel’s vision is to be loving,
supportive, and welcoming as we
reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city
beyond. We share a passion to
nurture children, youth, and young
adults.
We aspire to grow in Christian
maturity in order to minister more
effectively to a changing community
in challenging cultural times.
We seek always to be led by God’s
spirit and to respond joyfully to
God’s desire for our congregation.

BOOK OF FAITH RESOLUTION
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
committing ourselves to live in and
from the Word of God in all our
meetings, assemblies, and events so
that as we regularly and increasingly
hear, read, study, share, and are
engaged by God's Word, we lead by
example in faithful service and holy
living.
to further God’s mission at this time
and in this place! What’s next? How
would you answer that? Let me
know…
In love and peace,
Pastor Lyn
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Servant of the Month
Chris Schmidt is a lifetime member
of Emanuel. She is a “jumper-inner”;
Chris sees things that need to be
done and she jumps in and does
them. She is a notable presence at
church work days. When we
prepared for termite-tenting the
church by clearing a space around
the buildings, Chris was there with
her chainsaw. When there is no
acolyte on Sunday morning, Chris is
there.
Chris has written several
entertaining and interesting articles
for the Echoes. She has also
provided photos to accompany
some of them.

When David Holtz began his “Story
Corps” project last year, Chris was
quick to volunteer. You can hear her
interview on our website; she talks
about childhood activities and her
“conversion” at YMCA camp.
Beginning at age 13 she took on a
series of “rag” challenges directed
towards living a Christian life.
During her teen years she took
these challenges very seriously. As a
young adult she continued to work
with youth in the church. She
remembers playing volleyball in the
church hall and not breaking
anything!
Chris is Lutheran to the core, the
genuine article.

c

Palm Sunday at Emanuel
Photos by Mike Clarke

Palm Sunday included a dramatic
reading of the Passion, but we
also celebrated Christ’s entry
into Jerusalem.

3

THE ECHOES EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH | Issue 2017-5

Easter at Emanuel
Photos by Mike Clarke

Easter was boisterous, noisy, and joyous. These
photos capture some of the spirit of that day.
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Gear up for
Vacation Bible School
June 9–11, 2017
Fri/Sat 8:30 – 11:00am
Sun 9:30 with a BBQ after church
All rising pre K (3-5 yrs) to rising 5th grade (6-10 yrs)
are invited to attend
$15 per child, $10 for 2nd, $5 for each add’l child
ELDC preschoolers are covered by the day care

Register by May 7th to avoid an additional fee of $2
Scholarships available
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Emanuel Proposed Budget for FY 2017-2018
Submitted by Robert Reuter and Maria Ojeda

The next two pages present the budget that Emanuel’s Council approved for presentation to the entire congregation
at the Annual Meeting on June 4. At that meeting, the congregation may ask questions and will then vote to accept or
reject the proposed budget. This budget is for the church’s fiscal year, which runs from July 1 to June 30.
In the table below, the middle column shows the current budget. The next column is a prediction of actual income and
expenses for this fiscal year, based on receipts and expenditures thus far. The last column on the right is the proposed
budget. Note that next year’s proposed General Fund budget is balanced, with income equaling expenses.
At the bottom of the second page, however, you can see that the Building Fund budget shows a shortfall. The reason
for this is that our mortgage costs are fixed and cannot be adjusted to match income. When you pledge, you are asked
to allocate your pledge between the General Fund and the Building Fund. Our mortgage company insists that we do
things this way and in return gives us a lower interest rate. Unfortunately the amount pledged to this fund is less than
the amount needed for payments, meaning that we must draw on savings. There is some good news, though, because
the Building Fund budget deficit next year is smaller than this year’s, thanks to your generous pledges.
If you have questions about this budget, please ask Bob Reuter to explain. You may also ask at the annual meeting,
but you are encouraged to not wait until then.

INCOME

EXPENSES

Envelope
Envelope-Non Pledge
Plate
Seasonal
Misc. Income
Use Fees
Day Care Tithing
Expense Reimb./Day Care
Expense Reimb./Day Care-Accounting
Ministry Endowment
Capital Exp. Endowment
TOTAL INCOME
SALARIES, WAGES & HOUSING
Pastor – Salary, Housing, SE tax
Bookkeeper
Secretary
Organist/Choir Dir.
Pulpit Supply
Sub. Organist/Musicians
Payroll Taxes
Sub-total
OTHER PERSONNEL EXPENSES
Benefits - Clergy Pension / Insurance
-Auto
Cont Ed/Books-Pastor/Staff
Work. Comp Insurance
Conference Dean
Sub-total

2016-2017 Budget

2016-2017 Projected Actual

2017-2018 Proposed Budget

134,000
46,000
1,600
1,500
2,200
700
1,524
21,840
2,460

122,791
45,012
1,150
1,809
986
925
1,524
21,840
2,460

211,824

198,497

131,000
44,000
1,500
2,200
1,500
800
1,524
21,840
2,460
3,500
6,000
216,324

58,868
10,000
11,500
16,841
600
500
2,933
101,242

58,868
11,664
11,639
16,841
525
125
3,201
102,863

59,643
11,800
12,960
17,400
300
200
3,225
105,528

13,175
750
500
3,755
150
18,330

13,075
1,183
195
1,885
113
16,451

13,494
1,300
400
2,500
75
17,769
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Proposed Budget for FY 2017-2018, continued
EXPENSES
continued

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
Synod Assembly
Synod Meetings
Paper & Supplies
Computer Expenses
Postage - 1st Class
Miscellaneous Office Exp.
Telephone/Internet
Lutheran Magazine
Misc. - Administration
Call Committee
Sub-total
MINISTRY
Worship - Communion
Worship - Music
Worship Supplies/Resources
Confirmation Team
VBS
Children/Youth/Family Supplies/Resources
Stewardship - Supplies/Resources
Spiritual Life - Supplies/Resources
Outreach Ministry - Supplies/Resources
Outreach Ministry - Publicity
Sunday Morning Hospitality
Fellowship
Flowers
Subtotal
PLANT & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Utilities - MID
Utilities - PG&E
Utilities - City of Modesto
Utilities - Bertolotti Disposal
Heating/Air Cond.
Machines/Repairs
Alarm-Service Contract
Organ/Piano Upkeep
Property
Insurance - Building
Capital Maintenance/Reserve
Gen'l Fund Reserve
Custodial Services
Subtotal
BENEVOLENCES
Synod Benevolence
Family Promise
Subtotal
TOTAL EXPENSES
General Fund Net Gain/Loss
Building Loan Fund
Pledged Amount
Building Fund Net Gain/Loss

2016-2017 Budget

2016-2017 Projected Actual

2017-2018 Proposed Budget

1,200
2,800
2,000
450
1,800
5,520
500
400
14,670

871
317
3,485
1,186
769
1,025
5,279
807
523
(266)
13,996

1,400
350
3,000
1,250
600
1,300
5,000
400
13,300

150
600
1,200
100
300
1,000
150
150
100
100
250
150
4,250

107
362
1,755
25
268
700
38
314
351
554
269
114
544
5,401

150
500
1,500
50
125
500
100
200
300
300
250
150
4,125

10,200
2,400
5,500
1,725
2,000
3,400
1,775
1,500
7,500
6,900
1,103
1,103
14,900
60,006

10,259
2,931
6,115
1,835
1,636
3,945
1,803
1,420
9,151
7,112
276
276
14,750
61,509

10,900
2,200
6,400
1,800
1,800
3,600
2,100
1,600
7,000
5,300
1,165
1,009
15,000
59,874

14,528
1,200
15,728
214,226

13,456
1,200
14,656
214,876

14,528
1,200
15,728
216,324

(2,402)

(16,379)

0

86,040.00
(64,899.00)
(21,141.00)

86,040.00
(64,899.00)
(21,141.00)

83,144.00
(70,014.00)
(13,130.00)
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April Council Notes
Council met on April 19. Bob Dailey,
our Council Vice President, chaired
this meeting while Jim Barton was
caught in traffic. Pastor Lyn’s
opening devotional reflected on our
Easter experience. She noted that
one of our “visitors” asked
“Wouldn’t it be nice if it were like
this every week?” Her response was
“It is!!” We celebrate Easter each
and every week at Emanuel.
Pastor’s Report
Council heard about the work of our
new “Plan B” subcommittee. This
group of council members was
charged to think about how we
would respond if we were asked to
provide sanctuary or emergency aid.
They included natural disaster and
homeless MJC students in their
scope. They agreed to develop a
mission statement for the
committee and to draft a written
policy regarding these issues. They
also discussed methods of collecting
and storing supplies.
Pastor also followed up with one of
the River Road families and
observed that there are on-going
issues there.
Council discussed electronic giving.
An app is now available that
simplifies this option for all
members. A website “donation” link
is also in the works. The June Echoes
will include an article introducing
these tools, which are aimed at
reducing or eliminating our seasonal
income fluctuations.

Day Care
Day Care continues to prosper and
enrollment is full for the summer.
We have added 1 new “program”
family (tuition-free), which is an
outreach we are happy to provide. A
Teacher “Thank-You” event is
scheduled for Thursday evening
May 5. A team-building Wine and
Canvas Paint Party on May 20 at 5
pm is open to everyone (cost is $30).
We still need one more teacher and
are interviewing candidates.
Resource Ministry
Bob Reuter reported that March was
disappointing, financially. Our yearto-date pledge shortfall has reached
more than $11,000. Our spending
was also over budget because of
necessary property expenditures.
Bob presented a proposed budget
for next year (see the article in this
issue). After discussion and
agreement on a minor change,
council voted to present this
proposal to the Bi-Annual Meeting
on June 4. Council also discussed
the proposed Day Care budget, but
agreed to table this for a month to
better understand some details.
Council also approved Pastor Lyn’s
annual letter that documents her
compensation split between
housing reimbursement and salary
for IRS reporting
purposes.

building. This should put a stop to
persistent leak problems. The Eagle
Scout project is now complete and
looks very good.
Outreach Ministry
Emanuel’s participation in Earth Day
is fully prepared and our
participation in Pride Day is also
ready.
Fellowship Ministry
The Easter Brunch went very well
and there was sufficient food
despite the large number of people
who attended. This ministry is also
planning meal support for some
members with medical issues.
Spiritual Life
The next Wired Word groups will
meet in June. The Dietrich
Bonhoeffer study started the
Sunday after the April council
meeting.
Worship Ministry
Council agreed to defer appointing a
new member for this position
because the next election is near.

General Fund

MARCH
INCOME
14,413

MARCH
EXPENSES
(20,009)

MARCH
GAIN/LOSS
(5,596)

Property Ministry

Building Fund

5,398

(6,929)

(1,531)

Repairs were made to
the roof of the office

Day Care

26,350

(22,895)

3,455

46,161

(49,833)

(3,672)

TOTALS
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May News
Please remember to check the
bulletin each week for more news and
announcements. You can always find
it at:
http://www.emanuellutheran.org/
sunday-bulletins.html
Women’s Circles
Rebecca's Circle We
will meet this month
in the home of
Barbara Norquist on May 18 at 1:30
pm. The Gather Magazine takes a
break in May from its usual Bible
Study Sessions, so heads up
ladies. We will be discussing the
devotional starting on pg. 22: " YOU
ARE NOT ALONE" – 10 prayerful
reflections for our faith
journey. Pick up your Gather
Magazine, do your reading and we
will have a very interesting
discussion on the 18th. See you
there!
Lydia Circle will be held on Monday,
May 15 at 7 pm.
Leah’s Circle meets on May 11 at 7
pm at Linda Lowe’s home.
Bible Studies
Text Study meets
Tuesdays at noon
in Katie’s Room. All
are welcome. Bring
a sack lunch if you wish.
Sunday Evening Adult Education
continues with the study of the life
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. We meet on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays from 5:30
to 7 pm in Katie’s Room.

Thursday Morning Bible Studies
Our Bible Study is on Thursday
mornings at 9:30 am in Katie's
Room at Emanuel, except on the
first Thursday of each month we
meet at Casa de Modesto to share
our studies with our members there.
During May we will study "Couples
in the Bible"; two couples from the
Old and two couples from the New
Testament. Drop in and enjoy these
studies with us – no advance notice
needed.
Monday Night Bible Study will
meet on Monday evenings at 7 pm.
Family Promise
Thank you for the caring support
Emanuel gave to Family Promise
guests this past month, and a
special thank you to all of you who
were actively involved in giving,
cooking, hosting and laundering.
You made an indelible mark of love
on the hearts of these struggling
parents and children. Family
Promise returns to Emanuel, July 30
- August 5. This is a great
opportunity to serve our brothers
and sisters in Christ and more
intimately appreciate the challenges
that some families face. “I tell you
the truth, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me.” (Matthew
25:40).
WELCA Spring Luncheon
The WELCA Spring Luncheon will be
held in Luther Hall on Saturday, May
20 beginning at 11:00 a.m. This
year's theme is Blossoms of
Blessings. We will begin with a Bible
lesson from Pastor Lyn, followed by
a catered luncheon.

Tickets are $15 and are on sale now.
All ladies are welcome to attend this
fun event! Hope to see you all there!
Quilting Project
We received a thank you email from
Lieutenant Terry Seese of Modesto
Police Department: “I wanted to
extend a thank you for the blankets
you ladies made for MPD. I wanted
to share with you that we will
definitely use these. I’ve placed
them in what we call a “soft
interview room”, a place where we
quite often interview children or
parents with children who are
victims of crimes. I assure you that
these will come in handy and
comfort someone in need. We are
so blessed to have caring
community members like you all.”
Opera Lovers
Calling all opera lovers! The
Modesto Symphony Orchestra and
MSO Chorus will present a
repertoire of dramatic works
featuring iconic opera choruses and
orchestral excerpts from a long list
of history’s greatest composers at
the Gallo Center May 12 & 13. Enjoy
selections from Carmen, La
Bohѐme, La Traviata, Phantom of
the Opera and many more. This
doesn’t happen every season, so be
sure to catch this “greatest hits”
concert while you can! To purchase,
call the Gallo Center for the Arts at
209.338.2100 or visit
modestosymphony.org. (Our own
Alexandra Tisdel, Paula Barton, and
Kathleen Reuter are among the
performers).
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Our Reformation Play on Other Stages
Submitted by Mike Clarke

After an article about the Emanuel Players' February
performance of You Were There - The Reformation appeared
on the ELCA website, we have received three requests for
permission to perform the play. Two churches in Illinois and
one in New Hampshire would like to perform the play during
their observations of the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. Even though the churches did not request to
also have the Emanuel Players come to do the play,
permission was granted along with good wishes for their
success.
c

May Lectionary
In May, we read about the early days following Christ’s crucifixion and how he prepared his disciples, including us, to
carry out his mission on Earth. The month ends with the ascension and the disciples beginning to spread the good
news.

May 7
Easter 4

May 14
Easter 5

May 21
Easter 6

May 28
Easter 7

Acts 2:42-47

Acts 7:55-60

Acts 17:22-31

Acts 1:6-14

Psalm 23

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Psalm 66:8-20

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 2:19-25

1 Peter 2:2-10

1 Peter 3:13-22

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

John 10:1-10

John 14:1-14

John 14:15-21

John 17:1-11

c

May Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is May 21
All those celebrating their births during the month of May will receive a
Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out!
5/1 David Fauskin

5/6 Hailey Rios

5/16 Michael Rokaitis

5/1 Sheri Delvin

5/9 Rose Epting

5/18 Jill Klentz

5/4 Sue Allen

5/10 Charles Allen

5/23 Kim Peterson

5/4 Taylor Rios

5/13 Patricia Gabrielson

5/26 Jack Smith

5/30 Brett Shank

5/4 Azaria Martinez

5/16 Kay Altmas

5/29 Michael Clarke

5/30 Lois Tollefson-Silva

5/4 Ray Simon

5/16 Mary Cline

5/30 R.G. Crawford

5/31 Kathleen Obermeyer
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May Prayer Requests
New Prayer Requests:
Jan Clyne -- Peace (Epting)
Our Members:
Drew Shank; Ben Knoll; Lori Knoll; Carolyn Crenwelge; Bob Dailey; Kelly Dailey; Gary Knoll; Bill Fox; Virginia Dall;
Keith Thurston; Anthony Pino & Aaron Daubenspeck; Lena Shirley; Teri Scott; Pat Smith; Jill Klenz; Alice Hine,
Elizabeth Estrada; Ernie Deutsch; Kim Petersen; Linda Nelson; Pat Norquist, Karen Harris; Wes Trana
Our Homebound Members:
Florence Broden, Shelda Fritts, Marj Sample
Our Family:
Ian McKenzie (Schmidt); Sheila Barton (Barton); Joy Morgan (Scott); Suzanne Stiver Lie (Reinheimer); Evelyn
Thurston (Thurston); Helen Opitz (Smith); Sherry Orsetti; Laurie Spinuzzi (Silva); Linda Luis-Thompson (Strand);
Bobby Horton (Crawford); Richard Epting (Epting); Alexander Smith (Pino); Dan Porter (Ixcot); Adriana Johnson
(Marquez); Tiffany Stone; Deborah, Abel, Mercedes, Sofia, Martin, brothers and sisters (Juarez); Justin Egesdal
(Nelson); Natalie O’Meany (Knoll); Taylor, Joyce and Manuel Dillard (Scott); Lowell Miles (Tisdel); Paul Sears
(Salonen); Stan Terris (Smith); Sheri Hoover’s mother; Don Lee (Olson); Joyce Shockley (Nelson); Anthony Pino’s
cousin (Pino); Eva Reynolds (Silva); Donald Murray (Murray); Anna Pippi (Watkins); Doris Hoover (Hoover); Ally (R.
Hunwordson); Valerie Tisdel (Tisdel); Tom Salazar (Schmidt); Steve Jeske ( B. Norquist)
Our Friends:
Mark, Matthew & Amanda (Scott); Roger Warner (Schmidt); Adrienne (Nelson); Pastor Stan Niemi; Tom Aja
(Crawford); Jennifer Turner (Dieterich); John Pienado (Knoll); Dawn Wagner; Donna Thayer (Petersen); Mary Martin
(Martin); Jerry Larson (Clarke); Ken, Stephen Washer (Norquist); Ian Hagler (Schmidt); Willie Loeser (Tisdel); David
Fauskin (Clarke); Priscilla Pino (Ixcot); JoLyn Johnson (Crawford); Jeff Bowman (Norquist); Brad (Watkins)
We Pray for Peace in the Middle East, and for all those serving in our armed forces:
T/Sgt. Ryan Dangerfield, USAF in Ramstein AB, Germany and SSgt. Joey Sabel, USMC in Kaneohe Marine Corps Base,
Hawaii (Marilyn & Chuck Rowland’s grandson & grandson-inlaw); Capt. Tim Kramer (Megan Armes’ brother) will be in
Kuwait through June of 2016; Ryan Powell (grandson of Yvonne Troedson) USN, Connecticut; Chad Vander Veen
(friend of Susan Hall), US Army in Fort Campbell, Kentucky.
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor

One of the readings this month will
describe Paul’s visit to Athens. Rose
and I just returned from a wonderful
vacation that included several days
in Athens and the nearby parts of
Greece. We looked down from the
Acropolis onto the Areopagus where
Paul preached and we were filled
with awe. Acts 17 tells us that Paul
was angered by the Athenian’s
worship of idols, but he used this as
a teaching moment. He said:
“Athenians, I see how extremely
religious you are in every way.”

I was more than impressed by the
number of temples and monuments
that the ancient Greeks built to
celebrate their many gods. They
demonstrated great skill and
commitment with the size and
skillful design of these buildings.
Our guide described subtleties that
seem unbelievably sophisticated
given that the main structures on
the Acropolis were built in the 5th
century BC.
It’s easy, in the 21st century, to
dismiss the pagan beliefs of these
people as silliness, but Paul didn’t do
that. I’m no expert on Greek
mythology; I generally miss those
questions on Jeopardy and Trivia
Crack. However, if you consider

their gods as symbols or
“anthropomorphic personification”,
which is the act of humanizing a
concept or aspect of nature, you
might have more respect for their
enduring popularity. The builders of
the Parthenon dedicated it to
Athena, but she personified Wisdom
of the practical sort. Isn’t it
wonderful that these ancients
believed so much in Wisdom that
they built a grand temple to
celebrate it? They also built temples
that celebrated the Sun (Apollo),
which they recognized as lifeenabling; to the sea (Poseidon),
which also gave them life, but could
just as easily take it away; and to
Zeus, Apollo’s father, the king of
their gods. Our tour guide pointed
out that Apollo was far more
accessible than Zeus and the Greeks
reached the father via the son.
At Delphi, we visited the site of the
temple of the Oracle. Beginning in
the 8th century Greeks came here to
seek truth and wisdom from the
Pythian priestess, who was the most
powerful woman in the world at that
time. A portion of the base of the
Temple of Apollo still stands. On the
outside of the base are over 700
inscriptions, most announcing the
emancipation of slaves, which was
considered a special act of piety to
be performed at Delphi. Slavery was
barbaric, but for me, “carving in
stone” the news of freedom
epitomizes ancient civilization. This
photo shows the amazing
stonework, precisely fitting together

12

seemingly random-shaped stones.
The writing is still clearly visible on
some of them, but only on close
inspection.
Paul’s mission to Athens was not
entirely successful in his view,
although we are told that he made
many new Christians there. Instead
he moved on to Corinth, another
city that Rose and I visited briefly. In
Paul’s day, Corinth was a unique
port city. It had port facilities on its
east and west coasts with a paved
road (the Diolkos) of about 4 to 5
miles that connected the two. Ships
or their cargo were hauled on
trollies across the isthmus, saving
them a dangerous sea journey from
the Ionian Sea to the Aegean Sea.
While their ships were being hauled,
the sailors apparently did what
sailors do on shore leave. Corinth
was “sin city” for many centuries
during the operation of the Diolkos.
I suspect that Paul’s success here
may have been partially due to his
preaching the concept of a forgiving
God. For people living in sin and
fear, the idea that Jesus died for
their sins must have been powerfully
appealing. The old gods had no such
appeal and offered no hope of
salvation. Corinth provided fertile
soil for planting a new church. Its
growing pains caused Paul to write
letters that now help define
Christianity and how it incorporates
true wisdom.
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21

(Pastor away)
INTER-FAITH SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service

28

9:30 am
2:00 pm

Echoes Deadline
WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

LYDIA CIRCLE

WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

DAY CARE
TEACHER
APPRECIATION DAY
Girl Scout Leader's
Mtg.
WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

Monday

MEMORIAL DAY
Office Closed
7:00 pm WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

29

BIRTHDAY
BLESSINGS
7:00 pm
SUNDAY
Worship Service
Downey High Farewell

HEALING PRAYER
SUNDAY
7:00 pm
MOTHER'S DAY
9:30 am Worship Service
5:30 pm ADULT BIBLE STUDY

15

Worship Service
7:00 pm
MJC Chamber Music

8

7:00 pm

6:00 pm

1

14

9:30 am
3:00 pm

7

Sunday

3

Wednesday

4

17

31

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
7:30 pm GOSPEL MISSION

30

24

25

18

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
9:30 am
Weekly Staff Meeting
Day Care Board
1:00 pm
COUNCIL Mtg.
6:00 pm

11

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
9:30 am
12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
3:00 pm FOCUS ON
PREVENTION (Luther
Hall)

23

10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
10:00 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

16

10

5

Friday

ELDC Picture Day
Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel

Adult Bible Study @
Emanuel
REBECCA CIRCLE
CANA - Youth Room

26

19

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed
12:00 pm PORTRAIT DAYLUTHER HALL

12

10:00 am Organ practice

27

WELCA LUNCHEON
10:00 am Organ practice
5:00 pm WINE & CANVAS
PAINT PARTY $30

20

9:00 am

PORTRAIT DAYLUTHER HALL
10:00 am Organ practice

13

SIERRA PACIFIC
SYNOD ASSEMBLY FRESNO DOUBLE
TREE
10:00 am Organ practice
5:00 pm Cambodian Group
(tentative)

6

Saturday

May 2017
SIERRA PACIFIC
Office Closed
SYNOD ASSEMBLY - SIERRA PACIFIC SYNOD
FRESNO DOUBLE
ASSEMBLY TRE
FRESNO DOUBLE
TRE
Adult Bible Study @
Casa de Modesto
Day Care Teacher
Appreciation Dinner

Thursday

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
9:30 am Adult Bible Study @
12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
Emanuel
12:00 pm ELDC-MOTHER'S
12:00 pm PORTRAIT DAYDAY LUNCHEON
LUTHER HALL
7:00 pm Ministry Meeting
7:00 pm LEAH CIRCLE

9

9:00 am

7am Men's Bible
Study @ Mimi's
DAY CARE
APPRECIATION
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
BREAKFAST
10:30 am Day Care Yoga Class
9:30 am
12:00 pm TEXT STUDY
1:30 pm Special Day Care
6:00 pm
Board Mtg.

2

Tuesday

Emanuel Calendar of Events

