March 2020
Inside: Bishop Mark’s Visit
Bunko Night
Ash Wednesday
Servant of the Month: Josh Hollinger

Our Mission: To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.
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From Pastor Lyn

Emanuel is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Dear People of Emanuel,

---------------------------------------------------

It’s Lent. Amen

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am

Because I’m taking on (or attempting) an
attitude of increased simplicity, it’s
tempting to let those three words suffice
this month, but in the spirit of article
writing – here’s a few more! What is it
about Lent that intrigues you or bothers
you? How will or how can Lent be
different this year? Does it need to be
different? I used the word “bother”
above because for some, guilt tends to
drive Lenten practices, thus Lent ends up being just one more thing
that needs our attention.
In my kitchen I have a plaque that says “Simplify.” I’ve had it a
long time. Simplification has been a goal for a while, although, if
I’m honest about it, I’m not always that good at it. I know that’s
true because every now and then the need to declutter becomes
evident.
Jesus encouraged simplification. In Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, the Gospel
for Ash Wednesday, Jesus names three practices for Lent (for life
really); 1) giving 2) praying 3) fasting. Fasting (simplification) is
more than abstaining from food and/or drink – the typical Lenten
discipline. Giving up meat, chocolate, soda or caffeine is the
practice of a great many people who understand Lent as a time of
self-denial as a spiritual pathway. Fasting is also to give up other
behaviors, for example - anger. It takes a lot of energy to be angry.
Wouldn’t life be simpler if everyone could give up anger and angry
responses? Giving anger up during Lent may lead to giving anger
up permanently. 40 days is time enough to learn a new behavior.
Fasting is to engage in simplified behaviors (including food) that
allow us to focus on the really important things in life. Those are 1)
relationship with God, 2) relationships with family, neighbors,
friends and 3)
others who may
have caused us
anger (until we
give it up for Lent).
Lent is a time of
self-denial, that’s
true – getting away
from or letting go

Pastor Lyn Crase:
209-523-4531
pastor@emanuellutheran.org
Website:
www.emanuellutheran.org
Church Office:
Phone: 209-523-4531
Fax: 209-523-3643
Church Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday:
8 am — 3 pm
Friday 8 am — 2 pm
Paula Braxton, Administrative Asst.
209-523-4531
secretary@emanuellutheran.org
Laura Marquez, Day Care Director
209-549-0672
daycare@emanuellutheran.org

OUR VISION

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving,
supportive, and welcoming, as we
reach out in service and in witness to
our neighborhood and the city
beyond.
We share a passion to nurture people
in all stages and circumstances of
life.
We, as disciples of Christ, minister to
our changing community in
challenging cultural times.
God is calling us to joyfully follow
the Holy Spirit in ministry to others.
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Pastor Lyn, continued
of things that get in the way of relationships is beneficial. Yet, Lent is more than self-denial or letting go. It is
a time to deepen relationships and develop new ways of being with God and each other. When Lent is over
there will be no need to pick up past behaviors whether it’s over-indulging certain foods or giving in to
anger or other unhealthy behaviors. Jesus
gives three additional words to carry with
us this Lent that help us adhere to the
three practices he gave in Matthew 6.
Whatever you decide to do or not do with
regard to a Lenten practice remember
this: JESUS LOVES YOU. Simple – true.
It’s Lent. Amen
Pastor Lyn

Easter Plant Orders!
The Sanctuary Arts Team is again offering the opportunity for the people of Emanuel to purchase
Easter plants to decorate the chancel Easter Sunday. There will be an order form in the Sunday
Bulletin each Sunday until March 22 as well as in the church office. The plants that are offered this
year are: Tulips in 6 inch pots, Hydrangeas in 1 and 2 gallon pots, Azaleas in 1 and 2 gallon pots,
Gerbera Daisies in 6 inch pots, Chef’s Choice Rosemary in 1 gallon pots. All orders with check or
cash must be returned to the church by March 22. Anyone is welcome to purchase an Easter lily on
their own and have it at church to decorate for Easter morning. They should be brought to church

during Holy Week. Please realize there will not be anyone to water or care for them before or after
Easter Sunday. All plants must be taken
home after the service Easter morning or
picked up early in the week. If you are
giving a plant in honor of or memory of
someone or something there is a place
on the order form for that.

Thank you, The Sanctuary Arts Team.
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Bishop Mark’s Visit
On February 9, we were privileged to have our Bishop, Rev. Mark Holmerud, visit us. We enjoyed
his lively sermon (which you can view on our Facebook page), and demonstrated our hospitality
with a great lunch buffet after the worship service. It was also a youth Sunday and our young
people did a phenomenal job with reading and communion. Bishop Mark was suitably impressed.
(The buffet photo below was taken after everyone had eaten!)
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Bishop Mark’s View of Us
Photos by Rev. Mark Holmerud

After his visit, Bishop Mark posted this note on his personal Facebook page, along with these
photos:
“Blessed to preach and worship with Pr. Lynette Crase and the saints of Emanuel Lutheran Church in
Modesto. A great day to be a part of this congregation, located across the street from Modesto City College,
which is celebrating 85 years of witness and service to the people of the San Joaquin Valley. Thanks for your
continuing work in sharing the Gospel!”
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Bishop Mark’s Photos, continued
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Bunko Party Fundraiser
Submitted by Sue Wilke

On Friday, February 21, Katie’s Kitchen hosted a Bunco Party in order to raise money to support
this important ministry. We had 14 tables of 4 playing for fun and to win prizes. There was also an
abundance of raffle items to try our luck at winning. A wonderful time was had by all. Katie’s
Krew would like to thank everyone who participated or donated to make this evening such a
success.
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Ash Wednesday at Emanuel
We gathered at noon and together read Psalm 51:
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain me with your bountiful spirit.
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WELCA Spring Luncheon

The 2020 WELCA Spring Luncheon will be on March 28 from 11 am—1 pm. It will
be a potluck salad lunch and Pastor Lyn will lead a Bible Study: “Women at the
Cross”. All women are invited.
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December Council Notes
Our new Council met on February 16 at 11 am and elected new officers:
Dennis Strand: president; Pat Smith: vice president; Josh Hollinger:
secretary; and Bob Reuter: treasurer. The roles and memberships of the
various committees were discussed. Bob Reuter reported that we have
applied for the loan approved by last year’s council for parking lot repairs and improvements. All of our
outreach activities will continue, including Earth Day, Katie’s Kitchen, Care Cupboard, and Piecemakers
(quilting), and an informational session on human

trafficking is in planning. Fellowship is planning three
more 85th anniversary events and several other special
events. Lenten soup suppers will run throughout March.

General Fund

January
Income
15,883

January
Expenses
(19,163)

January
Gain/Loss
(3,280)

Building Fund

5,004

(6,929)

(1,925)

24,035

(29,652)

(5,617)

44,922

(55,744)

(10,822)

Day Care
TOTALS

Servant of the Month
King Josh Hollinger (at least during the Christmas pageant), was elected to

Emanuel’s Council starting this year. He volunteered and was elected to be
council secretary, which also makes him part of the Executive Committee and
the Endowment Team. Josh is also one of our outstanding lectors (readers).
Thank you, Josh. We are all incredibly grateful for your family’s participation
in the life of Emanuel.

March Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is March 15
All those celebrating their births during the month of March will receive a
Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out!

3/12

Garry Hayes

3/13

Anna Hooper

3/12

Charlie Klenz

3/13

Beth Rokaitis

3/12

Jack Klenz

3/18

Jane Espland

3/21

Addison Hoover

3/25

Cecelia Olives

3/12

Jerry Lutterman

3/19

Marilyn Rowland

3/21

Rick Unruh

3/28

Sheri Hoover

3/13

Jim Barton

3/20

David Holtz

3/23

Russ Klenz

3/28

Dennis Strand
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor
I’m sitting here at my computer
on a “winter” afternoon, with a
temperature of 70 degrees
outside. I just finished walking
the dog and now I’m looking out
the window at a large green
field. Across the highway, the
almonds are blossoming and the
walnuts are thinking about
joining them. The sky is blue and
it simply could not be a nicer
time and place.
Rose and I are nearly complete
with our major life change. We
are pretty much settled in at The
Park and our house is in escrow.
Our new home is beautiful and
we have a ton of new friends.
Rose is in pain, but she has a hip
replacement scheduled and we
are hoping for the best. I feel
wonderful, physically and
mentally. I think we have hit the
fabled “golden years”.
I have challenges remaining — I
still need to be God’s Hands. On
balance, though, I know God has
been good to me. The mystery is
why everyone is not similarly
blessed. How does God choose?
I was born “gifted”, according to
some standardized test, but so
was my son. I have more or less
cruised through life so far, while
my son has hit every pothole. In
fact, I often think he deliberately

steers towards them. Rose and I
are often frustrated with his
decisions, or perhaps his lack of
them. Why am I happy right now
and my own son so very
unhappy? Why, in fact, do good
people suffer ?
So I Googled…

The first thing I learned is that
millions of people have done the
same; Google has answers for
everything. The next thing I
“learned” (I already knew this) is
that the basic question is invalid.
We cannot judge who is good
and who is bad; neither can we
judge who is suffering and who
is not. All of us experience pain
and distress, and all of us suffer.
Maybe the question is not “why
do innocent people suffer?”, but
“why do we
sometimes
passively watch
their suffering?”
I found a
wonderful article
by a rabbi who
said:
“So keep asking the

11

question, why do bad things happen
to good people? But stop looking for
answers. Start formulating a
response. Take your righteous anger
and turn it into a force for doing
good. Redirect your frustration with
injustice and unfairness and channel
it into a drive to fight injustice and
unfairness.
Let your
outrage
propel you
into action.
When you see
innocent
people
suffering,
help them.
Combat the
pain in the
world with goodness. Alleviate
suffering wherever you can.
We don't want answers, we don't
want explanations, and we don't
want closure. We want an end to
suffering. And we dare not leave it
up to God to alleviate suffering. He
is waiting for us to do it. That's
what we are here for.”
God’s Work, Our Hands.

CARE CUPBOARD
SUNDAY
Baptism - L. Lopez
Worship Service

10

17

Care Cupboard
7:00 am Breakfast in Katie's
Not scheduled-MSYC
Kitchen
Rehearsal
12:00 pm Text Study
Women's Bible Study

Breakfast in Katie's
Kitchen
12:00 pm Text Study
7:00 am

31

Worship Service

10:00 am Day Care Chapel
4:30 pm MSYC Rehearsal

9:30 am

30

24

Echoes Deadline
Care Cupboard
7:00 am Breakfast in Katie's
MSYC Rehearsal
Kitchen
Women's Bible Study 12:00 pm Text Study

29

23

10:00 am Day Care Chapel
7:00 am Breakfast in Katie's
4:30 pm MSYC Rehearsal
Kitchen
7:00 pm Women's Bible Study 12:00 pm Text Study

16

7:00 pm

1:00 pm
4:30 pm

9

POLLING PLACE All Day
Breakfast in Katie's
Kitchen
Outreach Committee
Mtg.
Text Study

Tuesday

1:00 pm
4:30 pm
7:00 pm

BIRTHDAY
BLESSINGS
SUNDAY
Worship Service ATWJ
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10:00 am Day Care Chapel
3:00 pm Lydia Circle
7:00 am
4:00 pm Set-up for Election
Day
10:30 am
4:30 pm MSYC [at Gallo Center
for rehearsal]
12:00 pm

2

Monday

INTER-FAITH
SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service
11:00 am Confirmation Class
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9:30 am

15

Daylight Savings
Time - Spring
Forward!
HEALING PRAYER SUNDAY
KATIE'S KITCHEN SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service
11:00 am COUNCIL Mtg.

8

9:30 am
9:30 am

1

Sunday

Emanuel Calendar of Events
5

12

19

7:00 am

26

Breakfast in Katie's 9:30 am
Kitchen
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Lenten Supper &
Worship

25

Breakfast in Katie's
Kitchen
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting 1:30 pm
5:30 pm Lenten Supper &
4:00 pm
Worship
7:00 am

18

Breakfast in Katie's 9:30 am
Kitchen
7:00 pm
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
12:00 pm Multi Faith Leadership
Meeting (M-Link)
5:30 pm Lenten Supper &
Worship
7:00 am
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7:00 am

Breakfast in Katie's 9:30 am
Kitchen
10:00 am Weekly Staff Meeting
3:00 pm SCIC Meeting
5:30 pm Lenten Supper &
Worship

4

Wednesday

Adult Bible Study

9:00 am

27

20

9:00 am

13

9:00 am

6

SPS Chrism Mass ALL DAY (facility
9:00 am
use)
REBECCA CIRCLE
Day Care Board Mtg.

Adult Bible Study
LEAH CIRCLE

The Joyful Singers
Adult Bible Study

Thursday

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Quilting

Friday

Opera Modesto facility use

10:00 am Organ practice

28

10:00 am Organ practice
3:30 pm Pop Up Theology

21

10:00 am Organ practice

14

1:00 pm

7

Saturday
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