December 2020

Inside: Parking lot completion
Outreach activities
Ready for rain, clean gutters
Servant of the Month: Elaine Ixcot

Our Mission: To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone.
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From Pastor Lyn
Happy Advent/Merry Christmas!
Light is a common topic during Advent;
also during Christmas, Epiphany, Lent,
Easter and well, just about any time of year
is a good time to talk about light, especially
the Light of the world, Jesus. So much has
happened this year, so much more is still
uncertain, so much…that extra light feels
needed.
The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. John 1:5
Over the years, I have collected quite a few Advent devotionals and
books, the same for Christmas. This year I will not be spending time
perusing catalogues or the bookstore for a new one for obvious
reasons. And the fact of the matter is I have at least two Advent
devotionals I haven’t yet used and others I’d like to use again. I’d
like to share with you a reading from one I will be using again this
year for Advent. It is from Advent in Narnia (because I love Narnia)
by Heidi Haverkamp. This reading is based on the verse from John
cited above. She had included thoughtful questions; I’ll add a
couple at the end.
The Lamppost. We expect to see evergreen trees, snow, and glowing lights
in Advent; outdoors, in stores, and on Christmas cards. Lucy Pevensie,
however, is surprised to see a light glowing through the snowy trees when
she walks through the wardrobe. She’s so curious about that light that she
spends ten minutes walking to reach it. A lamppost in a forest is a familiar
image if you know the Narnia books, but it’s meant to be surprising. Lewis
leaves it unexplained in this novel, but in a later one, we learn that it grew
from an earthly lamppost, which was used as a weapon by the White
Witch, then transformed into
this lonely but shining light by
Aslan (The Magician’s
Nephew). Mr. Tummus tells
Lucy it’s the boundary between
Narnia and “the wild woods of
the west.” In the last chapter, the
children come upon the lamppost
and don’t recognize it, but they
notice how old it is and that it is
dwarfed by the ancient trees
around it. This lamppost is a
living thing. No one lights it, no
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Pastor Lyn, continued
one extinguished it, and it burns without fuel. The White Witch’s winter hasn’t snuffed it out. It is a boundary, but
also a promise that Aslan can make broken things new and alive. It is a beacon in the face of the dark, cold spell that lies
on the land. An Advent wreath and Christmas lights shine with the same kind of light. Jesus is the Light of the World,
shining in a darkness of despair, sin, and death. A Light like that, like the lamppost, was there in the beginning with
God. A Light that shines through the darkness on all people. A Light that beckons us to be curious and to come and see.
Q. What special lights have you placed around your home this season, if any, to remind you of the “light
coming into the world?” If you haven’t hung any lights, are there places you could if you have the time and/
or resources? What metaphor would you use to describe the light of Christ in your life this season? Try
writing a poem or prayer with that metaphor or with the metaphor of a lamppost.
And then for Christmas. You likely have or will have access to lots of wonderful Christmas readings,
poems, stories, etc. The following is a poem from a book given to me by one of you titled, A Special
Christmas Blessing, Just for You by Douglas Pagels.
I wish you a thankful heart. Filled with friendship and love. Memories. You’ll treasure forever. Faith and courage. To
rise above. And reminder. Of how special you are. Joy. To give you twinkles in your eyes. Blessings. From angels in
disguise. Health and hope. On this journey through life. And the very best. Of everything.
God’s richest and most abundant blessing to you and those you love – the very best of everything,
In Christ,

Pastor Lyn

Food for Faith
Submitted by Elaine Ixcot
Arie and Paula Kroeze collected and delivered our November
donations for Interfaith Ministries. We filled their trunk and
overflowed into the back seat!
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All Saints Sunday
Photos by Elaine Ixcot

November 1, All Saints Sunday, marked the return of full-length liturgical worship inside our
sanctuary.
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Love All Our Kids
Submitted by Suzanne Wilke and Elaine Ixcot

Modesto's Love All Our Kids project is making Comfort Kits for Foster children. Our goal was to
provide 115 night lights & 50 small stuffed animals. The project’s goal is to make sure every child
feels seen, valued, and loved and addresses this goal by giving each a comfort kit as they enter the
foster care system. The message of these kits is: "We see you. You are important. You matter to
us."
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Our Rain Gutters are Ready!
Submitted by Dick Norquist

Bring on the rain! Dave Salonen brought his rig to Emanuel and cleaned gutters, downspouts and
portions of tile roof, all of which had been compromised for years by the large tree that the city
recently removed. He also cleaned the south side of the church. We thank Dave and his Technical
Electric equipment; he does so much to help maintain our facilities.
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Thanks (and Pledge Reminder)
Submitted by Bob Reuter

We are now in the season of Christmas! As the end of 2020 nears and a new fiscal year begins, I am
reminded of my financial commitment to Emanuel Lutheran Church. Our congregation has been
so blessed to have an outstanding staff committed to the work and mission of Emanuel, and Pastor
Lyn who continues to guide us in creative ways to “do church together”. My pledged financial
commitment – and yours – will ensure that this can continue.

After a long absence due to Covid – since the season of Lent – Pastor Lyn is again leading our
Sunday worship services in the sanctuary, accompanied by Barbara Vukich’s magnificent organ
music. Throughout the week, the work of our church and Emanuel Day Care could not be
accomplished without the expertise and dedication of Administrative Assistant Paula Braxton and
Bookkeeper Maria Ojeda. Amazingly, this work, and the work of ministry at Emanuel, has
continued throughout the pandemic restrictions.
At this time of year, the council asks each membership family to prayerfully consider making a
pledge of financial giving for the coming year. The council relies on the pledges received to be able
to make responsible and realistic plans for 2021. We need to know that we can continue to meet
our financial commitments for staffing, supplies, building maintenance, and general operations, as
well as our building loan. And most of all, we
need to be confident in our ability to continue
our projects of outreach and ministry for our
members and the wider Modesto community.
As treasurer I personally thank all members
who have continued to financially support
our church and staff during this unbelievably
trying year. Many members, including the
elected council, have continued to generously
donate time and talent to the continuing
operations of our church, even when our
programs and schedules seemed to be
especially challenged by conditions beyond
our control. Thank you for all you have done
in 2020! Thank you for all you pledge to do in
2021!

Robert Reuter, Treasurer
Emanuel Lutheran Church
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Turkey Shopping
Photos by Rose Epting

Our Outreach committee went on a shopping spree to purchase turkeys for Day Care families in
need. As you know, there was a shortage this year, partially thanks to us cleaning out the supply
as Cost Less! (That’s Lisa and Sue behind the masks; Rose is behind the camera.)
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Parking Lot Completion!
submitted by Dennis Strand and Sue Wilke

Thanks again to our Property Ministry, our parking lot has been repaved, restriped, and made
ADA-compliant. It looks great and we beat the rains (pray for rain!).
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Parking Lot Completion, continued
Submitted by Elaine Ixcot
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Servant of the Month
Elaine has represented our Outreach Ministry on Emanuel’s Council
for nearly two years. She has led that ministry with great energy and
compassion. In many ways, she epitomizes our church’s vision for
outreach. She is always looking for opportunities for us to involve
ourselves with the community we live in. Elaine has done an
incredible job of keeping us engaged and effective during 2020.
Thanks to her, our Outreach program is stronger than it has been in
many years.
Elaine has contributed greatly to the Echoes, enabling it to remain
relevant despite the COVID restrictions on our activities. If you look
back through recent issues, you will find that many of the articles
contain Elaine’s words and photos. She and her camera have
documented our activities faithfully.
Thank you, Elaine.
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November Council Notes
President Dennis Strand opened the November 8 council meeting at
11:30. Pastor Lyn led a devotion from Ecclesiastes. She reported that if
the county moves to the more restrictive tier the church will move to
two Sunday services to accommodate the restrictions.
No Council terms are finishing this year, so no nominating committee will be needed. Pat Smith and Fanney
Bjargardottir reported that cards were sent to homebound church members from the Youth program.
Council reviewed and approved budgets for next year. Josh Hollinger agreed to personally call members
concerning pledges.
Dennis reported that parking lot work was completed and gutters were cleaned along the sanctuary. A
second contractor has placed a bid for HVAC maintenance and property settled on a $2280 bid. The original
Scout available for the proposed landscape project is now working on a different project. A different scout
may take on the project or members of the congregation may work on the project.
Marty Strand and Suzanne Wilke reported that we transition to Advent in a couple weeks. Several meetings
and Bible studies continue via zoom, but Thursday morning Bible study will have an option to meet in
Luther Hall during Advent.

Elaine Ixcot reported that we delivered food to Interfaith ministries and Halloween party packs to five
families in Family Promise, with extra donations given to

September
Income

September
Expenses

September
Gain/Loss

General Fund

17,180

(21,226)

(4,046)

pay for Thanksgiving turkeys for daycare families. Sock

Building Fund

5,905

(5,123)

782

tree planned for Christmas. $50 dollars from Halloween

Day Care

24,055

(31,565)

(7,510)

47,140

(57,914)

(10,774)

the daycare. Food for faith will continue trunk collection
through the winter. Katie’s Kitchen/Care Cupboard will

party packs was put in Outreach reserve.

TOTALS

December Birthdays
Birthday Blessing Sunday is December 20
All those celebrating their births during the month of December
will receive a Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel
Family. Don't miss out!
12/2

Laura Marquez

12/13 Abigail Layne

12/20 Paula Barton

12/3
12/7

Brett Owen
Lori Skustad

12/14 Dave Henke
12/17 Lynette Crase

12/20 Alexandria Hoover
12/26 Mary Martin

12/19 Kathy Krieg

12/31 Richard Norquist

12/10 Christine Henke
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Epilogue
(You may safely skip this…)
by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor
For the second month in a row,
when I received Pastor Lyn’s
Page 1 article, I was stunned to
see that she had written on a
topic that aligned with this last
page. We did not consult.
I’ve had “The Chronicles of
Narnia” in my sights for a long
time. I read it years ago and was
disappointed, but it is so widely
acclaimed that I felt it deserved a
second shot. I get a weekly
newsletter from Tor Books and
have been following the “Great
C. S. Lewis Re-read”. The author
of that series started with the
Narnia books and has been
writing insightful articles.
The first problem I encountered
was, believe it or not, reading
order. I bought the entire series
from Amazon when it was on
sale and was surprised to
discover that they had titled the
6th volume “The Magician's
Nephew (Chronicles of Narnia
Book 1)”. The current U.S.
publisher of the books reordered
the series to correspond to what
they decided C.S. Lewis wanted.
After a bunch of research, I
personally decided that they
were wrong and began reading
in the order of original
publication. Many fans of the
series agree that the new
sequence ruins much of the sense

of wonder and pleasure
associated with reading “The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” first.
I have finished that book,
absorbed a lot of analysis, and
begun the original book 2:
“Prince Caspian: The Return to
Narnia”. I’ve learned a few
things along the way.
First, Aslan, the Lion, is not a
metaphor for Jesus and the book
is not an allegory. Lewis declared
that the books are stories to be
read and appreciated for just
what they are, no more, no less.
He stated that Aslan IS Jesus. He
asked himself the question,
“what would Jesus be if he
appeared in the Narnia of this
story?” and decided that he
would be a Lion. His behavior is
how Lewis imagined Jesus
would behave if he were a Lion
in Narnia. Lewis is not, he
claims, trying to tell us anything
about Jesus in our world.
The book was not admired by
Lewis’s literary friends (the
Inksters). In fact when Lewis
shared the first draft, Tolkien
suggested that he put it in the
trash. When Lewis submitted the
completed book for publication,
he did not first show it to any of
his contemporaries.
Part of the problem for Tolkien
was that he himself worked very
hard on consistent and logical
worldbuilding in his novels. He
hated the slapdash, seemingly
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careless
way that
Lewis
tossed all
sorts of
disparate
elements
into a big
mythical
stewpot.
Dwarfs
and trolls and fauns and talking
animals and an evil witch and
Father Christmas (in a land
without Christ!) are all mixed
together without explanation.
Most people, me included, are
unbothered by this. It’s a good
story, fun to read, and at the end
of each page, you wonder what
is coming next.
Unfortunately the element that
bothered me the first time did so
again this time. Here’s the thing:
Aslan, the children, and Aslan’s
other allies slaughter the White
Queen and every one of her
allies. Afterward they celebrate
joyfully without a hint of doubt
or remorse. There is no
possibility in the minds of the
characters that they might have
handled the situation differently.
I don’t like the fact that these
books were written for children
and yet celebrate wanton killing.
I realize that this is a theme in
many fairy tales, but maybe
someday we can teach our
children that they don’t
necessarily have to kill their
enemies.
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28

21

DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21

16

29

DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21
12:00 pm Text Study - via Zoom

22

30

23

12:00 pm Text Study - via Zoom 7:00 pm

15

DAY CARE CLOSED
DAY CARE CLOSED
DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21
THRU 1/1/21
THRU 1/1/21
Echoes Deadline
9:30 am Worship Service
12:00 pm Text Study - via Zoom
10:30 am Worship Service

27

BIRTHDAY
BLESSINGS
SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Worship Service

20

HEALING PRAYER
SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am COUNCIL Mtg. - via
Zoom
10:30 am Worship Service

14

9

13

8
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DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21

DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21

Book Study Incarnation
REBECCA CIRCLE

Book Study Incarnation
Day Care Board Mtg. via email
Leah Circle via Zoom

Book Study Incarnation

Thursday

25

18

11

4

Friday

26

10:00 am Organ practice

19

10:00 am Organ practice

12

10:00 am Organ practice

5

Saturday

December 2020

DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21
Happy New Year!
OFFICE CLOSED

31

DAY CARE CLOSED
DAY CARE CLOSED
DAY CARE CLOSED
THRU 1/1/21
THRU 1/1/21
THRU 1/1/21
OFFICE CLOSED
Merry Christmas!
10:00 am Organ practice
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service OFFICE CLOSED

24

1:30 pm

Book Study - via Zoom 9:30 am

17

7:00 pm

4:00 pm

Book Study - via Zoom 9:30 am

10

Book Study - via Zoom 9:30 am

Wednesday

12:00 pm Text Study - via Zoom 7:00 pm

1

Tuesday

10:30 am Outreach Committee 12:00 pm Text Study - via Zoom 7:00 pm
Mtg. - via Zoom

7

Monday

FOOD FOR FAITH
9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Worship Service

6

Sunday

Emanuel Calendar of Events

