
 

 

January 2023 

Our Mission: To share Christ’s unconditional love with everyone. 

Inside: Christmas at Emanuel 

 Plumbing Repairs 

 Many Outreach Projects 

 Servants of the Year: Property Team 
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From Pastor Lyn 

A Happy and Blessed New Year! 

Truly, the year 2022 simply went too fast! 

Maybe that’s partly because we were in 

“catch-up” mode after two years of 

relatively restricted activity and options. 

However, despite feeling like the year 

passed too quickly, I am very glad to 

welcome a new year with the 

accompanying hope every new year brings. 

2022 was a heavy year for many of you. I pray 2023 is better.  

Thank you for another wonderful year of ministry at Emanuel! 

There is a great deal of ministry that takes place in and from this 

congregation that would not be possible were it not for the 

dedicated volunteers and those who are faithfully committed to 

this ministry, financially and spiritually. I receive comments 

from people around the world (really!) who are amazed at all 

that happens at Emanuel. People do read and share the monthly 

publication Echoes or watch our services online. One mark of a 

great congregation is their willingness to go beyond their four 

walls in service to the wider community. Emanuel is a bright 

shining star in that category! 

Thank you for the many birthday cards, gifts, greetings, lunches, 

and other wonderful things you did for me on my birthday! As 

many of you know, 

numbers mean relatively 

little to me, but as the 

number of candles grow 

on my birthday cakes, it’s 

especially meaningful that 

there’s more to life than 

numbers! For example, 

being in relationship with 

people who are truly “salt 

of the earth” and 

genuinely authentic in 

their actions and their words. I appreciate all of you so very 

much. God indeed blessed me when He called me to Emanuel! 

An equally heart-felt thanks for the Christmas gifts, cards, food, 

and kind words spoken. This was my 8th Christmas with you, 

and I believe each year is a bigger blessing than the last. In part, 

it’s because this is a shared ministry – we are in this together – 

OUR VISION 

Emanuel’s vision is to be loving, 

supportive, and welcoming, as we 

reach out in service and in 

witness to our neighborhood and 

the city beyond. 

We share a passion to nurture 

people in all stages and 

circumstances of life. 

We, as disciples of Christ, minister 

to our changing community in 

challenging cultural times. 

God is calling us to joyfully follow 

the Holy Spirit in ministry to 

others. 

Emanuel is a congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 
------------------------------------------ 
Sunday Worship: 9:30 am 

Pastor Lyn Crase: 

209-523-4531 

pastor@emanuellutheran.org  

Website: 

www.emanuellutheran.org 

Church Office: 

Phone: 209-523-4531 

Fax: 209-523-3643 

Church Office Hours:  

Monday through Thursday: 

8 am — 3 pm 

Friday 8 am — 2 pm  

Paula Braxton,  

Administrative Asst.  

secretary@emanuellutheran.org 

Laura Marquez, 

Day Care Director 

209-549-0672 

daycare@emanuellutheran.org 
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Pastor Lyn, continued 

and it works!  

Perhaps you’ve guessed by now, that my heart grew “3 sizes” (not that I’m a grinch, but the sentiment 

works!) this Christmas and 2023 promises to hold much that is beautiful. There will be challenges for 

us to face as a congregation and there will be personal challenges we will face as individuals or as 

families. Together, we will meet every challenge because we are a strong and faithful community of 

believers.  

The Season of Epiphany begins January 6th. Tradition holds that after following a brilliant star for 

months or even years, the Magi arrive to pay homage to the new King. The Magi were not Jews, they 

did not share the same religious 

reverence as the Judeans. Yet, they 

showed reverence to that which 

was unknown to them. They 

understood that this King would be 

different; this King was the Messiah 

of Israel that they claimed also for 

themselves. 

Philosopher Paul Woodruff asserts 

in his book Reverence: Renewing a 

Forgotten Virtue, Oxford University 

Press, 2014, “that reverence as a 

virtue has been lost in our modern 

age, but whose exercise may, like 

the Magi, transcend religious and cultural barriers. We may be divided from one another by our beliefs, 

but never by our reverence. If you desire peace in the world, do not pray that everyone share your 

beliefs. Pray instead that all may be reverent.”  

Maybe that will be one of the challenges we face as a culture this new year. That is, the search for the 

divine by unorthodox means and renewing the practice of showing reverence. By that I mean, those 

who no longer or never did buy into religion or denominational creeds and practices, may come to 

faith through a different way of searching – like modern-day Magi looking for their Savior. The Magi 

were a prime example of “seekers.” When it comes right down to it, we are all seekers, even those with 

deep faith —  or perhaps, especially those with deep faith —  still seek Him. A challenge may be to find 

a way of accepting and/or celebrating this new way of seeking within ourselves and within others. 

I’m not one to make New Year Resolutions. Too many failed attempts, I guess. But I am going to work 

on “reverence” this year as we – together – continue to seek Him in the unexpected or the 

unconventional. 

God’s good and abundant blessings be yours, dear People, 

Pastor Lyn 
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Pastor Lyn’s Birthday Luncheon 

Members of the Tuesday afternoon 

Text Study group treated Pastor 

Lyn to lunch and a gift card after 

church on December 18 at the 

Church Key in downtown Modesto. 

Their service was very slow that 

day, but that gave us plenty of time 

to chat and celebrate Pastor Lyn! 

Piecemakers Give! 
Submitted by Kristine Kraft 

Piecemakers gave Barbara Bauman a lovely quilt. 

Barbara will be 100 this coming year. She loves 

visitors and milk duds. 

Piecemakers also gave 26 quilts (blessed by Pastor 

Lyn) to Laura Marquez to pass on to children in the 

Foster Care System. 

Piecemakers continue to meet on the 2nd Monday of 

every month in Luther Hall at 10:00 to work on the 

next group of quilts. Please come join us! 
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Christmas at Emanuel 
Photos by Mike Epting 

Our Sanctuary Arts Team prepared the church for Christmas with a great deal of effort and creativity. 

Many of you contributed by bringing poinsettias for Christmas Eve and Christmas day. On Christmas 

Eve, we had the traditional “Silent Night” with candlelight. 
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Baptism 
Photos by Suzanne Wilke 

On December 4, Autumn and Savannah Stone were baptized by Pastor Lyn. Sierra and Noah also participated. 

We noted Savannah’s joyful reaction after being baptized. She was smiling and laughing and literally dancing at 

the foot of the Baptismal Font. Hers was such a wonderful response. Her joy was an example and a reminder to 

us about the relationship we have with God, how our hearts might be filled with a joy that is so big we cannot 

contain it. 
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Our Wednesday Bible Study used a book, "The Angels of Christmas," which discusses the strong 

presence of angels during the time of Advent. Jonathon, Director of the MJC Basic Needs program, and 

two students who work closely with him, came by to pick up the 13 grocery and 13 gas cards and other 

items Emanuel members had donated, together worth $760. During and after their visit what we were 

studying seemed to become real for us. The Angels appeared with the message of Love, Giving and 

Receiving. Everyone present felt their presence. 

Christmas Angels and Sock Tree 
Submitted by Elaine Ixcot 

The Emanuel Christmas 

Sock Tree was picked of all 

the socks that were planted 

by our congregation. There 

were socks for men, women, 

children, and thoughtfully 

many Dr. Scholl's Diabetes/

Circulatory socks. All went 

to Modesto Gospel Mission 

for their "Christmas at the 

Mission" distribution. The 

families thank you and 

Emanuel thanks you! 
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WELCA Update — Rebecca Circle 
Submitted by Mary Lou Dieterich 

Rebecca circle has had a busy December! On friendship Sunday, December 11, our circle provided the 

Goodies. Our theme was “Bee Festive!” Scandinavian artifacts were displayed to the joy of those who 

recognized them as similar to ones their homes. Flashing lights were placed around the center 

arrangements to add some bling. 

On December 15 we had our annual Christmas luncheon at Verona’s. Though few in number everyone 

enjoyed the time to be together. Thank you to Lois Silva for all her work to make the arrangements. 

Thanks also to Connie Petersen for providing goodie bags with candy and nuts from Hawaii. Each guest 

was also given roses to take home as a gift. 

December Food for Faith 
Submitted by Elaine Ixcot 

We filled another trunk headed to those who need some food in their tummies. Thanks to you at 

Emanuel and to our Trunk Masters, Silvia and Pedro. 
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Servants of the Year 
Submitted by Pastor Lyn 

Every month a Servant of the Month is lifted up as a way of recognizing a particular individual and 

their contribution to our ministry. As we begin a new year it seems appropriate that we recognize the 

Property Team, as a whole, for their “beyond the call” work they have done this past year. 

Congratulations Property Team - Servants of the Year! The Team primarily consists of Dennis Strand, 

Dick Norquist, and Arie Kroeze. Many others of you volunteer on workdays and you are part of that 

team too, but these three have really had the bulk of the responsibility and they’ve had their hands full 

in 2022. 

There have been a lot of little things over the course of the year, the normal maintenance that all 

facilities must do to keep thing flowing smoothly. But then there are the big things and one of the 

biggest has been the situation with leaky water pipes. The Property Team has literally spent hours and 

hours and hours (!) working, hands-on or consulting with area professionals. While we have had to 

rely on those whose profession is plumbing for diagnostics, rerouting the water pipes, etc. and others 

for plaster repair and painting, the bulk of the work has been done by these three men. 

I believe I speak for the entire congregation in saying Thank you! You are appreciated! We are grateful 

for all you did to manage this issue and all the other things that come along with a campus this size. 

You are remarkable servants of your Lord! I will add that each one of them approaches each problem 

with good humor and pragmatism borne of faithful commitment. 

From a grateful congregation and Pastor! 
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These are a few of the people who served Emanuel tirelessly and faithfully last year. Of course, there 

were many more and we hope to recognize some more of them in 2023. 

Linda Nelson 

February 

Kristine Kraft 

March 

Barbara Crawford 

April 
Tom Watkins 

Chris Schmidt 

June 

Servants of the Month, 2022 
Compiled by Mike Epting 

Pat Smith 

July 

Melissa Molina 

August 

Pastor Lyn Crase 

September 

God’s Work Our Hands Crew—October Elaine Ixcot—November 

Dennis Strand 

December and 2022 
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Our Property Committee and the contractors were instrumental getting the replumbing and damages 

replaced and repaired before Christmas, so water was available throughout the facilities. They deserve 

our thanks for their efforts to have controlled, running water for Christmas. 

This was quite an extensive and expensive venture. This replumbing and repairs cost $34,000. It was 

decided to take another loan from Mission Investment Federal Credit Union to pay for this expense, 

rather than reducing our reserve funds. The loan was approved and will have monthly payments for 

10 years. It was combined with the loan that paid for the parking lot improvement and handicap 

ramps. The monthly payments will be about $600 per month. 

This will be over the budget approved by the council and will draw from the reserve funds of Emanuel 

Lutheran Church. The finance committee is working with our insurance company and seeking other 

possible options to help pay off the loan. 

Praying for God’s guidance, Robert Reuter, Treasurer 

Plumbing Situation 
Submitted by Robert Reuter, Treasurer 

Area where water was 

leaking out of the narthex Sawcutting to expose line 

from under narthex 

Plumbing Repair Overview 
Submitted by Dennis Strand 

The initial sign of trouble was water leaking in a closet off the narthex. The area outside on the 

Stoddard side was flooded, with water coming from beneath the concrete. Sawing out a section of 

concrete revealed the source of this leak, and capping a corroded pipe stopped that leak. 

Unfortunately, that was not the end of the story... 

Capped pipe from narthex 
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Plumbing Repair Overview, continued 

Our water meter indicated that we still had leaks (and there were other signs). After many efforts by 

our contractors, Mike and Mark Johnson, our Property Team decided that the best approach was to 

abandon the under-concrete water pipes and replace them with overhead and in-wall pipes, which are 

much more accessible. This was a large project, but the Johnsons worked diligently to get all the work 

done before Christmas. 

Mike and Mark 

New pipe entering building 

New pipe entering nursery wall 

New piping in men's restroom 

New piping in women's restroom 
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Plumbing Repair Overview, continued 

After all the new pipes, valves , and fixtures were in place and tested, we had a lot of drywall and 

painting work to do. The final result looks good and should last us for many years. 

Drywall patches in men’s restroom Drywall patches in women’s restroom 

Drywall patches in hallway Freshly painted hallway 
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Gas Line Upgrade 
Submitted by Dennis Strand 

[As if our water problems weren’t 

enough…] PG&E has been working on a 

new gas main on Stoddard. This 

included running new gas lines from 

the main to our meters. We have two 

meters and this photo shows them 

pulling the new gas line to our meter 

by the Stoddard entrance. 

Gutter cleanup 
Submitted by Dennis Strand 

With more big storms coming, Arie and Dennis cleaned the gutters with the most leaves: the office 

building gutter along Stoddard and the Daycare building on the courtyard side. Now let it rain! 

Before 

After 
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Outreach Homebound Project 
Submitted by Elaine Ixcot 

Emanuel's Outreach Ministry was thinking about our homebound members and members we haven't 

seen for awhile. During the Christmas Season we decided it was time to let them all know we haven't 

forgotten them, so we made a list and jumped into action. 

Sunday School children and teachers made special Christmas gifts and signed their cards. Chris got 

nice boxes for them and she and the Outreach Team all put the goodies into them, and signed a card 

into which the Sunday School card was inserted. They were then delivered to 18 individuals we miss at 

this time of the year and always. 

Flo was one of the people who received a little surprise Christmas Care. 
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December Council Notes 

Council met on December 11 and discussed the 2023 budgets for Day 

Care and the church. Day Care has proposed a budget with income 

exceeding expenditures, based on increases in student fees and an 

increase in the number of students. The proposed church budget has 

expenses exceeding income. Non-pledged income forms a large part of the budget and this amount can 

be estimated based on past year’s income. Council approved both of these budgets. 

Council discussed activity associated with the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) 

Act, the ERC (Employee Retention Credit) and the PPP (Paycheck Protection) Loan. The church and 

Day Care are eligible for funding under these programs, but the application process is lengthy and 

complex. Maria (and Bob Reuter) have worked many extra hours getting the application ready and we 

should know the results in April/May of 2023. 

Bob discussed the loan application for plumbing repairs and possible insurance coverage. We are also 

working with our insurance company, but most of the expense will be covered by the loan. 

Radiant Covenant wants to install a projector screen on the front wall on the left side of the sanctuary. 

They also want a more substantial sign outside. 

Council will continue next year unchanged. We will seek newer church members to serve in 2024. 

Dennis reported on the extensive plumbing repairs. Marty reported on the paraments and other 

Sanctuary Arts changes for Christmas. 

Outreach and Spiritual Growth had many activities in November/December: Cookie Exchange and 

bake sale, Sunday School room, Grace is the Key, MJC Basic Needs, Giving Tree, Sock Tree, Christmas 

Homebound project, Transportation needs. 

Janice reported that Fellowship continues to support 

Coffee Hour. Brett reported that we continue to fight 

WiFi issues in the sanctuary that affect video 

streaming. 

November  Income Expenses Gain/Loss 

General Fund 23,615 (21,940) 1,675 

Building Fund 5,122 (5,011) 111 

Day Care 32,253 (37,162) (4,909) 

TOTALS 60,990 (64,113) (3,123) 

 

January Birthdays 
Birthday Blessing Sunday is January 18 

All those celebrating their births during the month of January will receive a 

Birthday Blessing Prayer from their Emanuel Family. Don't miss out! 

1/11 Jeremy Lastra 1/20 Carole Maylen  

1/17 Eric Obermeyer 1/20 Mary Lou Dieterich  

1/18 Tom Lutterman  1/24 Sebastian Thompson  

1/20 Henry Yeoman  1/29 Gerry Castleberry  
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Rose and I are 

involved in two 

major activities: 

church and 

bridge. You 

might think that these two things are not at all 

related, but there are comparisons to be made. 

Mainline Protestant denominational church and 

competitive Duplicate Bridge are both in severe 

decline. Both are the province of post-middle-age 

people; except for a small minority, young people 

are not choosing either. Both were once strong, 

robust factors in American life (well, church was 

always bigger than bridge, but both have 

declined proportionally). Even older people have 

abandoned both church and bridge. 

On the positive side, people who are still involved 

in church are very involved, devoting time and 

talent to the mission of the church. The same can 

be said for competitive bridge players. 

Rose and I came to bridge 40+ years ago as a 

church spin-off. We were introduced to the game 

as new players in a group of people from our 

church. All eight of us were active church 

participants and bridge led us to regularly meet 

socially outside of church. As we moved around, 

bridge kept us connected with old friends and 

introduced us to new friends, just as church did. 

When we first moved to The Park, we met a lot of 

new people and asked everyone we met whether 

they played bridge. Amazingly, of the first 30 or 

40 people, there were exactly 8 bridge players. If 

you know the game, you will realize that this is 

the ideal number. There were many more church 

members, but all continued to attend their 

churches of choice. Bridge, therefore, was our 

major connection for deeper associations. 

As COVID fear declined, most of us came back to 

church and bridge players also returned to in-

person events, replacing online play. Rose and I 

learned that there was a new “beginners” 

Duplicate Bridge class in Modesto and decided to 

join. The Monday morning time worked well for 

us and we 

found that 

competitive 

Duplicate 

Bridge took 

us up another 

level in our 

playing skills. 

A major difference between Duplicate and social 

bridge is that Rose and I became permanent 

partners, learning to communicate with each 

other and to trust each other in a whole range of 

new ways. After more than 54 years of marriage, 

we have become a team that must always be on 

the same page. There is no room for 

disagreement in a successful bridge partnership! 

Once we learned to love playing as a team, we 

needed to go to the next level and begin playing 

in tournaments. Here in Modesto, the only real 

option for us was Tuesday at noon. This forced 

me to leave Tuesday Text Study in favor of 

Tuesday Tournament Bridge. 

Now here is something strange and a little 

unsettling: while bridge is bringing us together, it 

has become apparent that church had been 

separating us as a couple. While we went to 

church together every week, our real 

involvements have become more and more 

separate. For many years, I have done church 

website work and Rose has been a choir member. 

At Emanuel, I took on the Echoes ministry and 

COVID pulled me into the video ministry. Rose 

had been heavily involved in Outreach activities 

until health issues pulled her away. Note that 

there is no overlap and each of us felt (feel?) 

pretty extended. 

As I write this I hear Rose in the next room 

playing online bridge and polishing her skills. 

When I finish, I will join her and we will practice 

together, as a team. Together, us stubborn old 

folks will do what we can to keep our church and 

our hobby alive in hope that the next generation 

will rediscover them. 

Epilogue 
(You may safely skip this…) 

by Mike Epting, Echoes Editor 
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